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Jordan mobilizes extensive efforts 
to put peace talks on course 
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By Ahmed Shaker 

Special to The Slur 
OVER THE last few weeks, 
Jordan was the cemcr of intensi¬ 
fied diplomatic efforts giving 
ibe country an important role in 
activating the peace process in 
the Middle East 

Led by his Majesty King 
Hussein to establish regional 
peace, Jordanian diplomacy 
was able to outline the position 
of ether panics in relation to 
peace making and remove any 
possible obstacles. 

Few hours after the departure 
of the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu from Jor¬ 
dan. the King phoned Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. Syr¬ 
ian President Hafez AI Assad 
and die PNA leader Yasser Ara- 
far. He briefed them on the 
results of Mr Netanyahu's visit 
to Jordan which was the first 
since he was elected as Israeli 
prime minister. 

A Jordanian-Saudi summit is 
expected to be held in Riyadh 
next Monday or Tuesday. The 
King is to meet King Fahd. The 
summit is seen as one of the 
most important Arab bilateral 
coordination between Jordan 


and Saudi Arabia 
and will focus on 
latest developments 
in the peace 
process. 

The Jordanian- 
Syrian summit held 
in Damascus earlier 
this week, created a 
solid ground for a 
clear and open rela¬ 
tions between the 
two countries. King 
Hussein promised 
all support to reacti¬ 
vate the Syrian- 
Isracli track. 

The King also 
(old the Israeli pre¬ 
mier that Syria is 
willing to resume 
negotiations for a 
comprehensive and 
just peace in ibe 
area. However, 
“President Assad 
is still worried 



because or the 
delay in imple¬ 
menting the peace accords with 
Jordan and the Palestinians." 
King Hussein told Netanyahu 
during his visit to Amman. 

Observers believe that 


King shakes hands with Netanyahu 


Netanyahu has shown flexibil¬ 
ity regarding peace making, par¬ 
ticularly on the Syrian-Israeli 
track. It is based on Netan¬ 
yahu's statements that Israel is 


ready to negotiate with Syria on 
all outstanding matters. 

However, he made no direct 
statements to assure Syria and 
the Arabs, that Israel is willing 


to pull out from the Golan 
Heights. 

Though King Hussein 
stressed earlier that Jordan has 
no personal interests on Pales¬ 
tine. Netanyahu is seeking to 
loosen the improving Jorda- 
nian-Paleslinian ties and thus 
undermining hopes of estab¬ 
lishing lasting peace between 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

Commenting on the thorny 
issue of Jerusalem. Netanyahu 
■said. “1 think Jerusalem must 
not be divided. Anyone who 
calls for co-existcnce between 
Arabs. Palestinians and Israelis 
and the freedom of the follow¬ 
ers of the three monotheistic 
religions to visit their sacred 
places and practice their rituals, 
will never seek to set up a parti¬ 
tion in the heart of the city." 

“We have our own concepts 
towards Jerusalem that appar¬ 
ently differ from the PNA's 
point of view. I don't like to 
deal with these differences. I 
prefer to discuss the transitional 
period upon which we have 
agreed earlier and according to 
which there will lx* no change 

Continued on page 2 


King assures Arafat of Jordanian 
support to Palestinian rights 


AMMAN (Slot.) —His Majesty 
King Hussein met yesterday 
in Aqaba with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat. They 
held a session of talks which 
was attended by senior offi¬ 
cials from both sides. 

The two leaders discussed 
the Middle East peace process 
and means of supporting it. 
They also discussed ways of 
relaunching the peace negotia¬ 
tions on all tracks. 

The King reviewed with Mr 
Arafat the outcome of his 
talks with the Israeli prime 
minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
last Monday. His Majesty reit¬ 
erated the need for a full com¬ 
mitment to the peace process 
from alt parties and building 
on what has been already 
achieved. 

He also reaffirmed the Jorda¬ 
nian position in supporting the 
Palestinian people in their strug¬ 
gle to restore their legitimate 



rights on their national soil. 

The Palestinian leader 
informed the King of the diffi¬ 
cult economic situation in the 
self-ruled areas resulting from 
the six-months Israeli closure. 

Arafat hopes King Hussein 
will help Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiators to overcome con¬ 
troversial issues such as the 


new Jewish settlements and the 
future of Jerusalem. 

Arafat has condemned 
Netanyahu's lifting of restric¬ 
tions imposed by Ihc previous 
government on Jewish settle¬ 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and Israel's failure 
to withdraw troops from Heb¬ 
ron. ■ 
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Despite voting for government’s bread 
proposal, deputies have second thoughts 


Netanyahu playing politics on 
the Syrian-Lebanese tracks 


' ; “■ By Hamdan Al Hajj 

'' .i. ” : Special io The Star 

- ■ AFTER A two-day debate in 
=■ the Lower House on the issue 
. _ of the, bread price hikes, the 
scored a resound- 
- ■ym 'IngEfyictory. Fifty deputies 

• '-Ufa for the government’s pol- 

* increase prices, however, 
■ V$||| -rapjences over dealing with 

mechanisms and the 
the increase continue. 

2’ The two-day debate last Sun- 

?flay and Monday concentrated 
-ion the government's intention 
'cL tfo raise bread prices and make 
' <•’*' ' adjustments on the method of 

■if -Subsidy to protect the most 
■'Z deserving. 

. 1 At the end of this debate, 
/ ' deputies had an opportunity to 
/* r speak ro the public and address 
'\ their electorates directly 
& through the mass media. But 
F one thing is certain. The price 
of bread is taking effect. This 
_ follows the increase in Hour 
■ -■'*/. and animal feed. 

Mr Abdul Karim Kabariti 
'• u stressed at the beginning and in 
the end of these discussions 

. that he is not seeking the 

' approval of the Lower House 

. f'• nor Tor its legitimacy, 
j-'v Contrary ~to their calls for 
. vr-. rejecting bread price hikes, 
.c some Islamic deputies, in co- 
. :!u ' ordination with leftists and cen- 

’ " c i <■ Mists, had indirectly ratified the 
S° v ?nuncnt's policy. 

■’.r;' Since the beginning of the 
t debate, Islamic deputies wanted 


(he house to take 3g{jj£S|sji 
proposal to vote 

purpose of any 

session is usu- 

ally to exchange j9LJ* 2m 

views and opin- tJ 

ions. Deputies Mgto 

must vote on a 

government j . 

decision rather • 

than proposals | 

by deputies. 

But Islamists " • 

gradually — - 

brought the gov- " Depilticsd 
eminent to agree r 

to their proposal. 

This issue led to many differ¬ 
ences among deputies. Abdul 
Raouf Al Rawabdeh and Samir 
Habashneh. besides other depu¬ 
ties. also tried to prevent such 
voting. They claimed that the 
deputies who wouldn't vote on 
rejecting the bread price hike 
would be considered pro- 
government. This will certainly 
affect their chances of winning 
in the coming elections. Some 
deputies warned of the electoral 
risk in future. 

"Wc fear from our electo- 
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Deputies debate bread prices 


rates who hud chosen us to rep¬ 
resent them," some deputies 
stated. 

Despite this warning, only 
24 deputies voted against the 
hike. while 50 deputies 
approved, but recorded their 
differences on the mechanism 
of compensation and rale of the 
price increase. 

Some analysis say that peo¬ 
ple have come to feel that these 
50 deputies do not really repre¬ 
sent them, as they endorsed the 
price rise. 

The Islamic deputy Bassam 


Omoush said "Wc insisted on 
the voting of the 1AF proposal, 
because we wanted to let the 
people know that the deputies 
who voted for the government 
decision don’t really represent 
citizens." 

"Wc knew about this result 
in advance. This makes the 1AF 
even more popular because its 
members Icel the pulse of the 
people Poor citizens welcomed 
tJftc attitude of the Islamic depu¬ 
ties." Dr Bassam Omoush 
disclosed. 

IAF deputies Jell the cham- 


" her feeling victorious. But the 
*• 50 deputies who voted for the 
government were not too 
pleased feeling that they were 
entrapped. 

But the Kabariti government 
was thrilled by the unexpected 
approval of the majority of dep¬ 
uties on its scheme to increase 
prices of bread and fodder. 

The official spokesman of 
IFA deputies. Hamzeh Man- 
sour said after the vote that the 
Islamic deputies are free either 
to resign from the Lower 
House (an issue that is not on 
their agenda), or to uy for a no 
confidence vote in the 
government. 

Moreover, some deputies 
had earlier called for a vote of 
no-confidcncc in the govern¬ 
ment. Yet. it is premature for 
such a step to be taken in this 
extra-ordinary session which is 
lied to a fixed agenda. This 
issue is out of question for the 
time being unless there is a 
Royal Decree. 

However. Mr Kabariti curlier 
challenged the house. He 
warned them that he is ready to 
obtain such a decree for a con¬ 
fidence vote on his 

government. 

He wanted to show the depu¬ 
ties that he tears noLhing. I'm 
ready to sacrifice my ministe¬ 
rial and parliamentary position 
lor the sake of my country, Mr 

Continued on page 2 


By Star Staff Writer 

and Combined Agencies 
IN HIS second visit to an Arab 
capital since winning the 
Israeli May elections. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu sought, as he did in 
Egypt last month, to create an 
impression of momentum in 
widening “the circle of peace" 
around Israel. The effort has 
not been seconded to date by 
his putative negotiating part¬ 
ners in Syria or the Palestinian 
Authority (PNA) . both of 
which have expressed great 
discontent at Netanyahu's 
rejection of the land-for-peace 
formula that underpinned pre¬ 
vious Arab-Israeli negotiations 
and accords. 

In an implicit acknowledg¬ 
ment that his "Lebanon First" 
proposal has failed to tempt 
Syrian President Hafez Assad 
back to the peace table, Netan¬ 
yahu, on Monday, said he is 
taking a new approach with the 
Syrians and underlined he is 
willing to talk about "all out¬ 
standing matters"—including 
the Golan Heights. 

King Hussein spent five hours 
in discussions with President 
Assad early on Saturday in 
Damascus, hoping to revive 
the peace process in the region. 
But the King returned to Jor¬ 
dan with no substantial 
progress, saying there were no 
messages from Assad to 
Netanyahu nor any discernible 
shift in Assad's public position 
regarding peace talks, 

A top-ranking Israeli official 
who attended Netanyahu's 
meeting in Amman told repon- 







Assad 

ers that King Hussein "deliv¬ 
ered a positive message from 
Assad." The King, however, 
made no such claims, having 
said over the weekend that the 
Syrian leader "did not give me 
any message to pass on to the 
Israeli prime minister." During 
the press conference with 
Netanyahu, the King said he 
was “very optimistic and very 
reassured" that peace negotia¬ 
tions will continue until there 
is a comprehensive peace. 

Later on. Netanyahu * said 
that he would “never, never" 
relinquish the Golan Heights, 
which Israel captured from 
Syria in 1967: the return of the 
Heights is a central Syrian 
demand. He defended his pro¬ 
posal to refocus fsraeli-Syrian 
talks for now on water-sharing 
and calling off their long 
standing proxy war in 
Lebanon. 

When a reporter asked King 
Hussein to comment on the 
Israeli government’s decision 
to resume building Jewish set- 


Netanyahu 

dements in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories. he was firm but diplo¬ 
matic. “I hope and trust." he 
said, "that the Israeli govern¬ 
ment will act very prudently 
and will make sure that it does 
not create obstacles hut instead 
create incentives and opportu¬ 
nities for progress toward 
achieving peace in the limes 
ahead." 

Speaking afterward to his 
traveling press corps, the Israeli 
leader said he had passed "a 
certain proposal” to President 
Assad by way of the US gov¬ 
ernment Friday. He did not 
elaborate, but added: “We arc 
awaiting an answer." 

In Washington, State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Bums said the United States 
has been passing messages 
back and forth between Israel 
and Syria for n couple of 
weeks.'He said Washington is 
attempting to explore if ihcrc is 
"a basis for reviving the Syria- 
Isracl talks" that took place at 

Continued on page 2 
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Battle of the squirrel 

Redcoats turn tail to invading Americans 


'ffy 


By Fred Barbash 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

LONDON—American gray 
squirrels began gnawing at 
Britain during the ] 9th cen¬ 
tury. when the Victorians 
introduced a few to Britain 
for the first time, thinking 
they were cute. 

What they did 
not think about 
was the reason 
they were cute: 
ffatir eating hah- li/Vl 

its.-They were ww 

always eating, j—. 

standing cutely Q I 
°n their hind I 

kgs Qr cutely 
begging for 
something to eat, nr looking 
for something to eat. or hid¬ 
ing something to cat later. 

The American gray squir¬ 
rels went forth and multi¬ 
plied—and ate so much over 
Ihc next century that little 
food was left for British reds, 
die indigenous red squirrel, 
which, legend has it. ruled the 
world of squirrels here 
foroughout squirrel history. 


Rep o rt 


At last estimate, there were 
about 160.000 reds—mostly 
in Scotland—and 2.5 million 
grays, mostly everywhere, 
bnce upon a time, expens 
guess. 1 million reds Inhab¬ 
ited the British Isles. 

They have been talking 
about this with dismay here 
for years, but now they're 
going to do some¬ 
thing about it. 
The official 

# government 

plan is called 
the UK Strategy 
for Red Squir- 

n r t rcl 

1 L Conservation. 

Although 
called a "biodi¬ 
versity" plan "tor the conser¬ 
vation of one of the (United 
Kingdom's! most charismatic, 
and threatened, mammals" by 
its masterminds, the descrip¬ 
tion of what they have in 
mind is not suitable lor 
children. 

Some gray squirrels will be 
shot or poisoned. Others will 
be victimized by a trick food 
hopper—that takes advantage 


of the fact that the gray 
weighs twice us much as the 
red. The conservationists will 
place squirrel food in a little 
box with a trap door at the 
bottom. When squirrel-lite 
(British) goes in to enjoy its 
meal, nothing will happen. 
When the American squirrel 
goes in. its weight will send it 
tumbling to earth through the 
trap door. 

The long-term goal is even 



grimmer— feeding male 
grays with nuts laced with an 
ingredient to make them 
sterile 

"We have nothing against 
the American gray squirrel." 
insisted Tom Tew. senior 
mammalogim for the Joint 
Nature Conservation Commit¬ 
tee. the umbrella group 
responsible for the strategy. 
"We'd just rather it remain in 
America." 

As a matter 
: of fact, sug¬ 
gested Tew. to 
whom this is 
not funny, some 
of his best 
1 r tends arc 
American 
grays. "1 was 
watching one 
just this morn¬ 
ing... we're not 
( lufkinu about 
wide-scale 
annihilation. 

< just a balanced 
enjoyment of 
/■ grays." 

jfy.l " If something 
isn'i done, he 


said, the grays will extinguish 
the reds. Indeed, he noted, the 
gray is on the march in North¬ 
ern England. 

Last year area residents 
said the gray squirrels "were 
Ml miles down the road. This 
year they say. 'They're with 
us now.' Wc either do nothing 
and watch the red disappear, 
or we control the grays." 

Tew prefers to^hink of this 
as a kind of leveling of ihe 
squirrel playing field. The 
reds arc smaller and more 
timid and have difficulty com¬ 
peting lor the bigger nuts of 
the increasingly dominant 
deciduous trees. They have a 
somewhat easier time among 
enne-heuring evergreens. 

The grays are "more effi¬ 
cient at liurvcMing and eating 
food.' Tew said, “The Ameri¬ 
can grays are equipped to win 
the battle. Wc want to tip the 
balance in favor of the native 
red." 

Fortunately For the grays, 
there is a lobby group on their 
side, the League Against Cruel 
Sports. Spokesman John 
Bryant issued a statement 


essentially accusing the red 
squirrel ol' being an impos¬ 
tor—not native at all. but an 
import from the European 
Continent after an earlier gen¬ 
eration of reds was wiped out 
by disease and habitat change. 

He called the plan to save 
them a waste of money that 
could cause a "conservation 
disaster when other animals— 
such as weasels, polecats and 
badgers— ingest the poison 
meant for the squirrels or per¬ 
haps the poisoned squirrels 
themselves.” 

The best hope for the Amer¬ 
ican gray will probably be 
bureaucracy. A steering group 
has been formed that is to 
appoint a coordinator, who. in 
addition to coordinating, will 
help collate reports. This will 
be followed by country squir¬ 
rel groups, which will "prob¬ 
ably interact with the wider 
Country Biodiversity Groups 
which will be set up to act as 
foci for implementing biodi¬ 
versity programs..." and so on. 


On the Occasion of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
accession to the Throne 


ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 
MUS MAJESTY mm MUJEOTN 
and to the Jordanian People 
Its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited by Marwan Al Asmar 


Ready, steady, go! buying flour 
before the bread rise! 
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rafts Syria 



■ His Majesty King Hussein mei with Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad. Saturday. The King paid a one-day visit to 
the Syrian capital. Damascus. It was the King's first visit to 
Syria vince 1994. 

King Hussein described the visit as "an opportunity for rec¬ 
onciliation and openness on many issues, in fact all issues" 
between the two countries. The King said "we discussed all 
issues but I cun not talk now and l don't think I have the 
right to speak about this issue. This was in response to what 
is now termed as Israel's Lebanon First option which 
Damascus has strongly refused. 


Al Umma party is 
formed 

■ What a big name. Al Umma. 
It hjN just been formed earlier 
this week. The parly is just the 
latest among the quagmire of 
political parlies that have been 
formed in the country. Fur¬ 
thermore. Al Umma. has just 
held its founding conference 
to celebrate another step in 
political pluralism. The gen¬ 
eral secretary of the party, Mr 
Ahmed Al Hanandeh. said that 
the parly would seek to acti¬ 
vate the resources in the coun¬ 
try so as to play a greater role 
in the development of society. 
He believes that for political 
panics in be a success, they 
must possess a successful 
political theory. 

Milk prices go up 

■ With everything else going 
up. I guess one more for the 
road wouldn’t make any differ¬ 
ence. The latest casually is 


milk and dairy products. Fresh 
milk prices arc to increase 
from the 
present 
230 fils 
to 270 
per kilo. 

This is a 
19 per¬ 
cent 
increase 
and will 
definite I 



increase Sobar 
the price 

of dairy products and cheese. 
The Minister of Supply Mr 
Munir Sobar said that the 
increase was forced because of 
the fodder price raises. This 
has already led to increases in 
poultry and eggs 

Caught in the act! 

■ A millionaire has been 
receiving a subsistence allow¬ 
ance from the National Aid 
Fund for the past year and he 


Save water, every 
drop counts! 



Pamla 
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has only just been caught in the 
act by officials in the Ministry 
of Social Development. 

The man is said to own 116 
dunums of land with an esti¬ 
mated value of JD I million. 
He is also said to have JD 
100.000 in the bank. The sub¬ 
sistence monthly allowance is 
only JD 32. and is meant to be 
for the really needy people. 

The Minister of Social 
Development. Mr Hammad 
Abu Jamoos. said that what is 
baffling about this case is how 
the man could obtain the neces¬ 
sary documents to become eli¬ 
gible for such an allowance. 

ft appears that heads might 
staa rolling over this case. The 
minister said a special commit¬ 
tee is being formed to look into 
the whole workings of the fund 
to make sure that subsistence 
only goes to people who really 
deserve it. 

But it is clear in this case, as 

11 is readily acknowledged, that 
people have been helping this 
man get away with squandering 
public funds. We really shall 
never know who is the real 
culprit. 

Women in business! 

■ A Worldnet dialogue via sat¬ 
ellite on “Women and Busi¬ 
ness" will be held on Monday. 

12 August between 4:30 pm till 
5:30 pm at the American 
Embassy in Ahdoun. Questions 
on women in business issues 
will be put to Judith Burnett, 
senior advisor to the undersec¬ 
retary of International Trade 
Administration at the US 
Department of Commerce. This 
time. participants from 
Amman. Cairo and Muscat will 
put the questions. From 
Amman, they include Ms Fat¬ 
ima Asfour. director of the Jor¬ 
dan Matches Factory and Ms 
Lama Abbasi. director of the 
Zara Dead Sea Products. 

Supply coupons 
under scrutiny • 

■ Supply coupons forgeries arc 
under Scrutiny from none other 
than the Amman Public Prose¬ 
cutor. Mr Jamal Al Zo’ubi. 
According to Al Rai . 17 busi¬ 


nessmen in downtown Amman 
are being accused of forging 
and mishandling Ministry of 
Supply's coupons. These cou¬ 
pons arc presented to mer¬ 
chants in exchange of different 
comfhodilics. These merchants 
are carefully changing the 
stamp of these commodities 
from, say rice to that of sugar 
in anticipation of the price 
increase. The purpose as 
always is to increase their prof¬ 
its. The public prosecutor is 
looking for further evidence 
and these people are expected 
to be taken to court. 

Public transport 
may follow next 

■ People seem to have got 
used to 

The 

prices of flh.- 7 

public _ fVV- . . 
transport z, 

(buses -■ v-. . 

and ser- jjfr 
cars) 

could 

increase Lawzi 
from 15 

percent to 25 percent, accord¬ 
ing to the Transport Minister. 
Mr Nasser Al Lawzi. Speaking 
to Al Bibid. he said these 
increases are still being studied. 


Women demonstrate 
against bread hikes 

■ About 200 women protested 
outside Parliament against the 
government plans to lift the 
subsidy on bread prices last 
Sunday. They held banners 
"defending the loaf..." 

The Speaker of the Lower 
House Sa’d Hayel Al Srour 
received a memo from the pro¬ 
testers which he promised to 
study carefully. 

The memo said an increase in 
price should be linked to the 
level of wages. If not looked 
into very carefully, the bread 
policy would have disastrous 
social consequences. the 
women warned. 

The protest was also attended 
by the head of the National 
Committee for the Defence of 
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Prince stresses role of industry 


■ HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan chairs a meeting 
on industrial policy and 
its role in stimulating 
investments in the King¬ 
dom. The meeting was 
held at the Higher Coun¬ 
cil for Science and Tech¬ 
nology last Saturday. 

The Prince said ii is 
vital to link industry to 
vocational training pro¬ 
grams. He was speaking 
within the context of 
preparations for a fourth 
Jordanian Scientific week 
that is to start on 27 July. 

Several ministers 
attended the seminar that 
aims at revitalizing Jorda¬ 
nian industry. 


Bread. Mr Milhim Al Tal and 
heads of political parties. 

Index may be more 
stable than we 
thought 

■ The cost of living index 
may not be as high as it is 
commonly thought. Figures 
by the Public Statistics Dept.. 
show that the highest average 
for the cost of living in Janu¬ 
ary was JD 116.2. in February' 
it was JD IIS, March JD 
118.1. April JD 117.2 and 
May JD 115.3. 

In reaching those figures, the 
Department drew up a list of 
basic necessary "items which 
are being'calculated for the 
cost of living. These included 
food, clothes, footwear, hous¬ 
ing expenditure and others. 



Protest against Israeli 
PM’s visit 


■ A demon¬ 
stration out¬ 
side the 
Prime Minis¬ 
try was 
staged on the 
same day 
Israeli Prime 
Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netan¬ 
yahu visited 
the country. 
The demon¬ 
strators were 
from the 



's’irafoYs'wHrfe Objecting fo the Judaism of Jerusalem. Israeli 
human rights abuses against Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza and against Israeli actions against southern 
Lebanon. 


Netanyahu playing politics on the 
Syrian-Lebanese tracks 


Continued from page 1 

the Wye Plantation in Mary¬ 
land earlier this year. 

“We have not yet been suc¬ 
cessful' in convincing" both 
sides that they should agree to 
a resumption in the negotia¬ 
tions. Burns said. "We -hope 
we will be successful in the 
future." 

At the press conference. 
Netanyahu went out of his way 
to underscore his willingness 
to talk—and not just about 
Lebanon. "Wc are prepared to 
engage in peace negotiations 
with Syria on all outstanding 
matters." he said. "We arc not 
limiting this to any particular 
subject. We have in fact a 
variety of issues to discuss 
with Syria." 


He said that on some issues 
"we disagree and on some I 
think the areas of agreement 
are closer at hand." Bur. "our 
purpose is to achieve a formal 
peace with Syria." 

In Amman, the Israeli prime 
minister made it clear that Leb¬ 
anon' is uppermost in Israel's 
mind now. Israel is eager to 
obtain guarantees of border 
security so it can safely with¬ 
draw 1.000 troops from its 
self-declared "security zone" 
in southern Lebanon. 

Israel does not want territory 
in Lebanon. Netanyahu sard, 
adding. "All we seek to 
achieve along our Lebanese 
front is tranquillity and secur¬ 
ity. If this is agreed upon by 
others. 1 think it could be a 


very good starting point to 
build a relationship of trust.” 

The editor of Tishritt, 
Syria's leading state-run news¬ 
paper denounced what he 
called "maneuvers and decep¬ 
tion" by the Israeli Premier. 
The actions were seen here as 
possible responses to several 
days of public overtures 
toward Syria by Netanyahu. 
Speaking lo Israeli television, 
he said that he still hopes lo 
renew talks broken off with 
Syria last February, and said if 
the talks resume. “I intend to 
demand a slop to this 
bloodletting." 

Last Tuesday's mortar 
attack, near the outpost of 
Brashit and five miles inside 
Lebanon, wounded two Israelis 


and killed a medic. Staff Sgt. 
Tehauhu Aslan. 20. who tried 
to dress their wounds, accord¬ 
ing to an Israeli army account. 
M was the second Hezbollah 
attack in two days, and the 
I fhh Israeli fatality since Israel 
mounted an aggression in 
April on southern Lebanon. 
Tuesday night, Hezbollah 
guerrillas killed an Israeli sol¬ 
dier in southern Lebanon. 

Syrian diplomats are said to 
be telling US intermediaries 
they will not resume peace 
talks with Israel until Netan¬ 
yahu accepts Labor's formula 
that Israel’s withdrawal on the 
Golan will be commensurate 
with the extent of the peace 
Syria offers. 

President Assad has rejected 


the idea of “Lebanon First," 
the proposal to achieve some 
agreement on peace on the 
Syrian-Israeli track, saying 
instead that the Syrian-Israeli 
talks should strive for a com¬ 
prehensive settlement that 
includes Syria's main goal of 
obtaining the return of the 
Golan Heights. 

Diplomats say that before 
Assad will resume talks, he 
wants Netanyahu to acknowl¬ 
edge that he is willing to trade 
land for peace and to ease 
stalled negotiations where they 
broke off in February under 
the previous government of 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 

The two sides then had 
appeared close to agreeing on 
details of security guarantees 
for Israel, if it hands back the 
Golan. But Israel recalled its 
negotiators after a series of sui¬ 
cide bombings, accusing Syria 
of failing to condemn these 
actions. ■ 
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Despite 
voting for 
government 

Continued from pagel 

Kabariti declared. 

The Lower House has 
formed a committee to dis¬ 
cuss and study proposals 
presented by the deputies 
and held a long session 
three days ago. The com¬ 
mittee issued, through the 
Lower House, a special 
statement on these propo¬ 
sals and results of discus¬ 
sions with the government. 
But latest reports indicated 
that the committee is now 
at loggerheads with the 
government as they are 
proposing an increase of 
only 150 fils instead of the 
250 that is proposed by the 
government. 

Members of the Com¬ 
mittee are: Abdel Raouf Al 
Rawabdeh. Samir Habash- 
neh. Ali Al ShattJ. Abdul¬ 
lah Akhu Irsheideh. Nadir 
Abu Al Sha'ar, Nadir Al 
DuheiraL Man sour Bin 
Tarif and Salem Al 
Zawaydeh. 

The meeting of the com¬ 
mittee last Tuesday was 
headed by the speaker of 
the Lower House. Sa'ad 
Hayel Sroor. and all depu¬ 
ties met Kabariti at the 
Prime Ministry: they dealt 
with view points, sugges¬ 
tions and offered solutions 
and alternatives. 

Among the deputies 
who had opposed the deci¬ 
sion to increase bread and 
fodder prices are: 
Mohammed Oweidah. 
Nazeeh Amarin. Ham mum 
Sa'id. Dheifailah Al- 
Moumani. Ibrahim Zeid Al 
Kilani. Khalil Haddadin. 
Bader Al Riyatti. Abdul 
Majeed AI Aktash. Theib 
Anees. Abdul Mune'm 
Abu Zanat, Hamzeh Man- 
sour. Bassam At Omoush. 
Abdul Raheem Al Okour, 
Talal ObeidaL Tojan Fai¬ 
sal. Mohammed Al Haj. 
Saleh Shu'watah. Ahmed 
Ai-Kofahi. Sulaiman A) 
Sa'ad. Abdul Aziz Jabr. 
Bassam Haddadin. Theib 
Abdullah. Abdullah Al 
Akaileh. and AbduHah 
Akhu Ershcideh. The dep¬ 
uty Trad Al Qadhi left 
before the vote, although 
he had earlier signed a 
memorandum rejecting the 
price hikes. 

Mr Kabariti, has .assured/ 
that his government is‘ 
making sure that proper 
mechanisms of subsidy are 
provided for those who 
deserve it. A new system 
had been already prepared 
and is awaiting a Royal 
Decree. 

The other side of the 
issue, is that prices of 
some supply materials 
have already increased, 
starting from youghurt. 
fresh milk, eggs and 
chicken in addition to 
other basic commodities 
consumed by the citizens. 

In addition, bakeries and 
flour selling supermarkets 
arc witnessing active 
movement as people are 
buying extra quantities lor 
fear of any expected hikes. 
However, there are still 
many surprises that we 
have to wait for within the 
few coming days. ■ 
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J Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher. Equipped with one of the 
youngest and most modem fleets, with a large destination Bst including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world’s Top 8 airlines according to a recent UK survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can all be proud of 


Jordan mobilizes extensive efforts 
to put peace talks on course 
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on Jerusalem as a unified city. 
Washington's declaration had 
pointed out to the special role of 
Jordan in preserving the Islamic 
holy places." Netanyahu 
maintained. 

Observers interpret Netan¬ 
yahu's statement which empha¬ 
sized Jordan's role on Jerusalem 
as a way to undermine Jorda- 
nian-Palcstinian relations. 

However. King Hussein 
slated that Palestinians are car¬ 
rying out direct contacts with 
the Israeli government to solve 
Lheir problems. "They are 
responsible for any decision 
they take and we fully support 
them to restore their lands 
according to a comprehensive 
and just peace.” 

The King added that “Wc do 
not bypass the Palestinians, nei¬ 
ther do wc act on their behalf.” 

This relation has been damp¬ 
ened over the last few years 
because some Palestinians have 
come to believe that Jordan 
might have interests to re¬ 
arrange the situation in the West 
Bank and Jerusalem to what it 
was before 1967. 

Another case which might be 
hinted at during the closed-door 


negotiations between King 
Hussein and Netanyahu deals 
with the refugee issue. This 
could be solved through what is 
termed as the "Jordanian 
opu'on." but is something that is 
strongly rejected by Jordan and 
the PNA. 

Information available from 
the closed meetings indicate 
that Netanyahu might have sug¬ 
gested a solution to the sticking 
issue of refugees. Some of 
them, he suggested. should 
resettle in Jordan while others 
would be offered the right to 
return, but only to Gaza. 

Even on the final status nego¬ 
tiations on the West Bank, there 
is indication that Netanyahu 
favors a Jordanian role, and 
opposing an independent Pales¬ 
tinian state. 

Netanyahu believes that the 
best solution is self-rule, one 
that is linked to Jordan. In this 
respect, the land will continue 
to be ruled by Israel while Pal¬ 
estinians follow the Jordanian 
government. Bui this is just one 
option. Netanyahu does not 
object to establishing a Palestin¬ 
ian state in Gaza. 

Despite this: Jordan is still 
convinced that such stands by 
Netanyahu are not final, and arc 


subject to adjustment and 
change. 

Many Jordanian officials still 
believe that Netanyahu is still 
recovering from his pre¬ 
election mandate and is paying 
for the election campaign. 

Netanyahu must be given 
another opportunity to deal 
with matters in a realistic way 
that is not influenced by elec¬ 
tions and dubious coalition 
partners, an officials said. 

They continued that the 
existing Israeli government is 
expected to change, a step that 
may help it to take decisive and 
bold decisions. Officials added 
that Netanyahu's government is 
not likely to last for a long time. 
"A new coalition government 
between Likud and the Labor 
party may be announced soon.” 

However, these develop¬ 
ments in the Israeli cabinet 
might be followed by other 
changes in the Israeli Labor 
party, which is to elect its new 
leader next November. Yahud 
Barak is expected to beJn the 
driver’s scat, it is predicted- 
According to one official- if 
Barak is elected, the possibility 
of a coalition between the two 
parties may be stronger. ■ 
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Garaudy refutes Zoinist 
claims on Holocaust 
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Minister of Tourism, Dr Saleh Irsheidat 




‘...tourism is now the mission 
of the private sector’ 


Garaudy with Al Sharif (right) 

By Raed AI Abed 

Siar Staff Wrifrr 

THE FRENCH PHILOSOPHER Roger Garaudy, author 
of the Founding Myths of Israeli Politics, ended a tnree- 
day visit to Jordan, where he completed an extensive pro¬ 
gram of lectures seminars and a press conference. His 
book has crcared much interest among the Jordanian pub¬ 
lic. Recently translated into Arabic, the beck is now sell¬ 
ing like hoi cakes in the country. 

The R3 year-old Garaudy, who is wcli known in the 
Arab world imd in Jordan, is /ouch admired for his intel¬ 
lectual honesty. His book touches on a raw nerve in the 
West A subject of taboo, yet in Jordan, the issue of the 
Holocaust is open to much debate. His seminar in the Shu¬ 
man foundation was attended by nearly a thousand people. 

Garaudy's visit was part of a trip to the area that cov¬ 
ered Syria and Lebanon. He visited Qann. the village 
where the Israelis bombed a UN site killing more than 100 
people last April He was invited to Jordan by the Ad Dus- 
tour daily newspaper and the General Union of Arab Writ¬ 
ers (GUAW'i During his stay, he was received by Upper 
House Senator Kamel Al Sharif, who is also the chairman 
of Ad Diistour and by Fakhs*ri Qawar of the GUAW. 

Garaudy. who was a former Protestant before becoming 
a member of the French Communist Party, resigned 20 
years ago. Later he converted to Islam. He is presently fac¬ 
ing condemnation by Jewish communities in the West and 
France in particular, for hts views on Zionism. 

His book relates the Zionist claims about the number of 
Jews killed during the Nazi occupation of Europe. He says 
Zionism exploited what lie called the myths surrounding 
the Holocaust to satisfy the creation of a Jewish state in 
Palestine and to gain non-stop financial support to Israel. 

The aim is to create ultimate sympathy to Israel, some¬ 
thing that allows the state “to defy 16? UN resolutions 
condemning its practices. With the help of the USA, Israel 
put itself above international law," Garaudy said. 

He reconfirms dial bis book is fully documented, 
explaining that the "number of Jewish victims during the I 
World War II did not exceed one million." He pointed oat | 
that the "six million Jewish victims, four million of them 
killed in Auchwitz," is misleading. ‘The total number of I 
victims in Auchwitz was decreased from four million to i 
one million after scientific research,” he adds. j 

Garaudy, who himself detained for 33 months in 
Nazis detention camps, expressed his sadness at what he 
describes as Zionist "control over the media in America 
and Europe. He said that Western intellectuals can hardly 
. express, their opinions labotii (he ' Zionist ; hegemony, - 
' because ih'ty will fdcc punlshHieux.' ' ; V■ .. 

His book talks about two pretexts that form the basis of 
Israeli politics; the excessive interpretation of the Old 
Testament and Lhe distortion of ancient history. 

“Although Muslims and Christians consider Abraham ! 
as the father who Messed all nations on earth and tried to 
spread the belief in God among all people, the Israelis 
believe that he i.; their own father.” Garaudy said. “One 
Israeli professor claims that he read 107 history books 
confirming that,” 

Through the domination of the media in the West, Zion¬ 
ists have worked to convince the world that Jews were the 
only victims of tV'Wfl. “They are doing that by exaggerat¬ 
ing the figure of victims and saying that it was Judaism as 
a religion that was under attack.” Garaudy said. 

The death of Jews in Nazi detention camps was named 
as the Holocausr. a Jewish theological term necessary to 
equaie Lhe event with the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, a 
term in Christian teaching. Bui Garaudy objects to the 
religious aura of the Holocaust since up to 50 million peo¬ 
ple were killed in the war, 

Garaudy is presently facing a trial in France under the 
Goyssaud Law* which bans any material that casts a 
shadow of a doubt on the Holocaust. This is imposed by 
the Jewish communities in Europe and America, as 
Garaudy points out. 

In 1982. Garaudy and another French priest faced a trial 
for writing an article published in the French leading 
- newspaper Le Monde when they criticized the Israeli 
aggression on Lebanon considering it as an implements- . 
lion of Zionist ideology of expansion. The court found 
them not guilty, as their article does not constitute ‘anti¬ 
semitism’. 

Garaudy. a publisher and author of numerous books and 
studies, is’a toundc; of a society that aims to establish dia¬ 
logue between the Ea^t and West. He is not only facing a 
trial. He is subjected to a strong and organized campaign 
of abuse by the Jewish communities. He considers such 
attacks as not based on logical debate, because “the facts 
presented in the book arc scientific and irrefutable " h*» 
said. ■ 


! EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr Saleh 
Irsheidat is lire minister of 
tourism. He is a Lower House 
deputy for the Erbid district- 
Long been ir -government, lie 
! served as Mimsuh- of Youth 
I < 1991), and Minister of Water 
| and Irrigation 11995). A grad¬ 
uate from Germany, he Is an 
| engineer by profession. He 
I spoke to The Star's Marwan 
j Asmar and Rued Al Abed. 
Excerpts follow: 

i Tourism seems tc be boom¬ 
ing. Yet we can't compare 
ourselves to, say Israel, Egypt 
and Cyprus for example, who 
have a very big tourism 
industry. How can we change 
| this position? 

Tciurism is really booming in 
| Jordan: in 1995. we received 
| over 1.73 million visiiors. It is 
lhe firsi lime wc witness suth a 
I high figure. Of course, (his hup- 
J peiied directly after we singl'd 
I the peace treaty with Israel, 
i The receipt of this movement. 

| money wise, is about S700 mil 
j (ion in hard currency. 

I We estimate tha: we will 
j receive about SI billion in hard 
currency in i996. 
j If wc compare the f«r*i six 
j mouths cf this year to the same 
period of 1995. we notice an 
| increase in arrivals of about 7.5 
j percent. 

The Israeli election wit¬ 
nessed a drop in tourism for the 
whole area. Figures show that 
tourism in Israel and Egypt 
became less than what was 
expected. 

We can not compare the 
numbei of cur visitois with 
if iosc of Israel and Egypt; 
Egypt was from die beginning 
a tourist country, they have 
more to offer and they were 
known in the world of tourism. 
But I think Jordan has a good 
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opportunity to increase the 
number of arrivals and the 
money receipt, if we prepare 
ourselves. This means we have 
lo invest in tourism, wc need 
more hotel rooms, and more 
infrastructure for tourism. More 
important is the promotion of 
Jordan in Europe. America and 
Japan. 

What about tourists from 
Arab countries? 

Last July, wc received 
71.000 visitors from Saudi Ara¬ 
bia clone. The total amount of 
arrivals since January to the 
end of July is 291.000: these 
are from the Arab gulf coun¬ 
tries. They occupy first place. 

How do you fair tliv exis¬ 
tence of a tourism infrastruc¬ 
ture in Jordan, two years into 
the peace process? 

Actually, the infrastructure is 
not adequate 10 what we 
expect, but now we arc putting 
a strategy for the whole issue: 
studies arc in progress: some of 
the projects' are now under con¬ 
st reel ions. if we are talking 
about holds in the Dead Sea 
area; last year we gave licenses 
to four hotels. I think the Dead 
Sea is a promising area, we 
expect more visitors to this 
nre.i. 

Wc started last year lo put a 
mechanism to increase the ctfi- 
cienty of the program of 
infrastructure. 

We can not compare our¬ 
selves now and two years ago. 
This year we have at leas'. 30 
hotels under constructions, 
most uf them uic five stnr.< in 
Amman. Petra and Aqaba i 
think this will increase the 
expectations of our 
uifrasiruc'urc. 

Jordan has been promised 
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Irsheidat 


so much from the .so-called 
fruits' of peace, especially in 
the tourism industry. There 
were talks of a disney park 
and so on, yet so little hap¬ 
pened. Why? 

You are right, a lot of hopes 
were expected jfter w-e signed 
the irealv. but I can assure that 
ir. the tourism field wc received 
the first fruits of peace, we can 
prove this with the numbers of 
revipis. Jordan is open now. 
we receive everyday j lot of 
tourists, mu only to Petra and 
Jerash. Lots of project* arc 
expected to he carried out in 
Jordan—a golf ground in 
Aqaba is now approved by the 
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Aqaba—set to move forward 
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authority there. It is a project 
that costs $1 million, vse have a 
lot of applications for new 
hotels on the southern beach of 
Aqaba. The investment vol¬ 
ume in tourism is more than 
S500 million dollars since 
1995. 

We can not compare tourism 
with the other fields; people 
were hoping that suddenly after 
wc signed the peace treaty a lot 
of changes would take place cm 
the level of economy. But it is 
not easy, wc can not now judge 
the whole process with the 
results in the other fields. 

Although there has been a 
lot or Israeli tourists coming 
(o Jordan, They seem to be a 
‘dead duck', they don't con¬ 
tribute anything to the local 
economy- Can you comment 
on that? 

Israeli tourists form 10 per¬ 
cent of our visitors. Last year, 
wc received ■ 100,000 Israeli 
tourists, most of them came for 
a onc-day visit and go back 
without having the opportunity 
to spend nights or slay in Petra 
or Aqaba. We were not happy 
about this. Wc have received 
many complaints from areas 
where we have tourist sites. 

We talked with the Israelis 
and they were cooperative w, : tn 
us. about how to allow Israeli 
tourists lo spend one or two 
nights in Jordan. I think we 
have to work very hard with 
them. 

We talked to them about this 
issue which they are aware of. 
and they are ready to formulate 
equation for people coming 
from Israel to spend one night 
in Jordan. I think this' will be 


changed. 

Do you Uiink it is a prob¬ 
lem of attitude on the part of 
Israeli tourists? 

May be this i* part of their 
attitude. Because they have 
few hours to visit Jordan. And 
on the way from Aqaba to 
Petra and back, may be we 
have to establish more tourist 
facilities. We are aware that 
investors are thinking of build¬ 
ing in new ideas in Aqaba and 
Petra. We have to offer more 
of what might tourists need. 

Is there such a develop¬ 
ment on that level? 

We are actually depending 
on the private sector. As you 
know, tourism is now the mis¬ 
sion of the private sector. Wc 
do not like lo interfere in their 
investment but wc can advise 
them; we put the regulations 
and policies with their help. I 
think it is a matter of their 
investment. 

We beard that Israeli 
travel agencies are offering 
western tourists a full pack¬ 
age that includes going to 
Aqaba and Petra. How do 
you feel about that? 

We are aware of that. This is 
also after they have peace with 
us. It is their right to do that, 
and also our right and obliga¬ 
tions is to do the same. 

We have to promote Jordan 
with similar ideas though pro¬ 
motion depends on the facili¬ 
ties which wc do not yet have. 
The Israelis are more advanced 
in tourism. We talked about 
this matter with the Royal Jor¬ 
danian but we have to think of 
more ideas on how to promote, 
for example, tourism from 
America or Japan ...etc. We 
can give these tourists more 
incentives to visit Jordan four 
or five days, and get two days 
free in Jerusalem or in Eilat 
and counter attack. This is 
what we have to do: we need to 
upgrade our methods and 
mechanisms in promoting Jor¬ 
dan. Wc are fully aware that 
the Israelis are promoting Jor¬ 
dan through their programs. 

AT the time Israeli tourists 
are easily entering Jordan, 
Jordanian tourist are hardly 
given a visa to enter Israeli 

We also talked to the Israelis 
about this. We faced some dif¬ 
ficulties on the issuing of visas: 
we are facing ihe same difficul¬ 
ties on the'crossing bonders. 
They are delaying people and 
not only Jordanians. Even 
Western people, who arc cross¬ 
ing the bridge, have to stay on 
the Israeli side between one to 
two hours. On our side, within 
10 minutes they are passing the 
crossing point. This is one of 
the problems that we are nego¬ 
tiating with the Israelis. 1 think 
we have to overcome this prob¬ 


lem to the benefit of both. 

What about internal tour¬ 
ism. If tapped, this can be a 
great potential industry. Dn 
you believe this is the case 
and arc you doing anything 
about this? 

I am not happy about the sit¬ 
uation of inrernaJ murism. 
because it is not developed in a 
manner that people can visit 
Jordanian d ites easily. 

Now wc are discussing the 
whole framework of internal 
tourism. It is a matter that not 
only concerns the Ministry of 
Tourism but also that of all 
concerned authorities. To keep 
cleaning up the areas of touris¬ 
tic sites is not our rcsponsibil- I 
iiy but it is the responsibility of ] 
the municipalities and the other 
concerned authorities. We have 
to arrange lor hotter service* 
there. 

What about the budget nf 
the Ministry of Tourism? 

The Ministry of Tourism has 
the least budget compared with 
other ministries. We hope that 
more allocations would be 
fixed for lourism in ;he next 
year. We need to have a per¬ 
centage of entry fees to the 
tourist sites like Petra. Jcrash 
and Urn Qais. 

We submitted a draft law to 
Parliament, amendments io the 
archaeological law. Wc need to 
have some of these lees to 
develop and maintain our sites. 
We hope that Parliament will 
accept our proposal. Without 
this, we cun not i-iik about 
upgrading and maintaining sus¬ 
tainable tourism, so we need 
proper allocations in the 
budget 

What about smuggling the 
archaeological artifacts, is it 
a big problem in Jordan? 
and How are you dealing 
with it? 

It was big. now wc have 
arranged with different authori¬ 
ties to stop these smuggling 
crimes. They (smugglers]’ are 
selling these pieces inside and 
outside the country. We 
already established a’ higher 
level committee to follow up 
these people. We know all the 
names arid wc arc trying to 
stop them. Wc arc working to 
change the Jaw. ii is included 
in the same law that 1 submit¬ 
ted to the Parliament: more 
punishments should he 
imposed. Wc are embarking on 
a campaign to increase public 
awareness. 

Do you think that there are 
some foreign parties 
involved? 

People who are dealing with : 
this arc Jordanians. But once 1 
they go oversea*, we do not j 
know. Wc are about to know * 
who is behind this. H 
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| Presents its best wishes to 
| His Majesty 



King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty J s 
Accession to the Throne 


dK JORDAN TOBACCO 

CIGARETTES CO. ! 

Presents its best wishes 
to His Majesty 

King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty’s 
Accession to the Throne 




JORDAN ELECTRIC 
POWER 


Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty’s 
Accession to the Throne 
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JORDAN PETROLEUM 
REFINERY 

Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty’s 
Accession to the Throne 
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MUNIR SUKHTIAN 
GROUP 

Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty’s 
Accession to the Throne 



Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. 

Presents its best wishes to 
His Majesty 

King Hussein 

On the anniversary of 
His Majesty’s 
Accession to the Throne 
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New Player 


0wr Say. . . . 


Jordanian efforts for peace 


His Majesty King Hussein's visit to Syria to meet with President Hafez Assad this 
week and his meeting in Amman with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
comes as pan of Jordan's concerted efforts to revive the stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

The King's visit to Syria signals an end to a period of chill in relations between 
the two sisterly countries. The summit has reinstated priorities and set a bilateral 
agenda that we hope will be followed and executed by the concerned governments. 
Syria's role in and contribution to the peace process are invaluable and its relations 
with its neighbors must reflect the sense of coordination and steadfastness that be¬ 
came the semblance of the’Arab summit meeting in Cairo in June. _ ■■ 

The King's visit to Syria comes as US and European diplomatic’efforts intensify 
to resume peace negotiations between Svr^i and Israel, seen as crucial to the conclu¬ 
sion of a comprehensive peace agreement in the region. 

Jordan's position from issues relating to Syria have never been clearer. Jordan 
supports JSyria'.s efforts to regain its occupied territories under the land-for-peace 
formula and international resolutions. Jordan supports the Syrian position in negoti- 
' ations as much as it supports the Lebanese and the Palestinians in their negotiations 
wjth Israel. 

The King’s meeting with President Assad preceded his encounter with Mr Netan¬ 
yahu in Amman. Jordan is expected to play an important role in bringing the Arab 
position to the Israeli leaders who for now have done little to show their commit¬ 
ment to the course of peace. 

The King's meeting with Mr Netanyahu also reflects Jordan’s readiness to stand 
by its commitments and responsibilities. While Jordan differs with much of what 
the government of Mr Netanyahu calls for in relation to the peace process, it cannot 
shy away from its obligations to peace. ' 

The King has not wasted time in explaining to Mr Netanyahu the need to salvage 
the peace process. He was clear on where Jordan stands in relations to such danger¬ 
ous issues as settlements, refugees, Jerusalem and Israel's-commitment to honoring 
its agreements with the Palestinians. 

It is hoped that the Israeli leader will heed Jordan’s advice and will understand 
that he cannot expect to keep the benefits of peace without giving up the spoils of 
war. Israel’s withdrawal from Arab lands and its respect of the rights of the Pales¬ 
tinians are two indivisible components of a lasting peace in the region. 

We hope too that the United States and Europe, whose influence cannot be under¬ 
estimated at this stage, will realize that as the peace process stalls the risks to the re¬ 
gion grow larger. 

Jordan's diplomatic efforts appear to be gaining momentum and the King's ex¬ 
pected visit to Saudi Arabia soon, and his meeting with King Fahd, should bring 
value to the current drive to put the peace train on tracks again. ■ 



® Sgt. Ahmed Biddo (left), Lt. Omar Qaddoumi and.Cpt ., Abdel Hakim Hijjo , sit in a 
Jericho military court, Saturday. They were charged of torturing to death Mahmood Ju- 
mayal in a Nablus prison. The convicted officers were sentenced to 15years hard labor. 
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A critique to Miller’s latest book 


Edward Said offers enlightening 
review of Muslim world 


God Has Ninety-Nine Names: 
Reporting From a Militant 
Middle East* by Judith Mill¬ 
er Simon & Schuster, 19%. 
pp574 $30. 


Reviwed by 
Edward W. Said 


JUDITH MILLER is a New 
York 1 Times reporter much in 
evidence on talk shows and 
seminars on the Middle East. 
She trades in “the Islamic 
threat"—her particular mission 
has been to advance the millen¬ 
nial thesis that militant Islam is 
a danger to the West. The 
search for a post-Soviet foreign 
devil has come to rest, as it did 
beginning in the eighth century 
for European Christendom, on 
Islam, a religion whose physi¬ 
cal proximity and unsti’lled 
challenge to the West seem as 
diabolical and violent now as 
they did then. 

Never mind that most Islamic 
countries today are too poverty- 
stricken. tyrannical and hope¬ 
lessly inepi militarily as well as 
scientifically to be much of a 
threat to anyone except their 
own citizens. What matters to 
"experts" like Miller. Samuel 
Huntington. Martin Kramer. 
Bernard Lewis. Daniel Pipes. 
Steven Emerson and Barn’ Ru¬ 
bin. plus a whole battery of Is¬ 
raeli academics, is to make sure 
that the “threat" is kept before 
our eyes. 

Miller's book is symptomatic 
because it is a weapon to subor¬ 
dinate. beat down, compel and 
defeat any Arab or Muslim re¬ 
sistance to US-lsraeli domi¬ 
nance. Moreover, by 
surreptitiously justify- ■■■■■ 
ing a policy of single- 
minded obduracy that 
links Isiamism to a stra¬ 
tegically important, oil- 
rich part of the world, 
the anti-Islam campaign 
virtually eliminates the 
possibility of equal dia¬ 
logue between Islam 
and the Arabs, and the 
West or Israel. 

To demonize and de¬ 
humanize a whole cul¬ 
ture on the ground that 
it is (in Lewis's sneer- tmmm 
ing phrase) enraged at 
modernity is to turn Muslims 
into the objects of a therapeutic, 
punitive attention. I do not want 
to be misunderstood here: The 
manipulation of Islam, or for 
that matter Christianity or Juda¬ 
ism. for retrograde political pur¬ 
poses is catastrophically bad 
and must be opposed, not just 
in Saudi Arabia, ihe West Bank 
and Gaza. Pakistan. Sudan. Al¬ 
geria and Tunisia but also in Is¬ 
rael. among the right-wing 
Christians in Lebanon (for 
whom Miller shows an unseem¬ 
ly sympathy). 

And 1 do not at all believe 
that all the ills of Muslim coun¬ 
tries are due to Zionism and im¬ 
perialism. But this is very far 
from saying that Israel and the 
United States, and their intellec¬ 
tual flacks, have not played a 
combative, even incendiary role 
in stigmatizing and heaping in¬ 
vidious abuse on an abstraction 
called “Islam" deliberately to 
stir up feelings of anger and 
fear about Islam among Ameri¬ 
cans and Europeans, who are 
also enjoined to see in Israel a 
secular, liberal alternative. 


involved with the Middle East 
for 25 years, yet she has little 
knowledge of either Arabic or 
Persian. Ji would be impossible 
to be t3ken seriously as a re¬ 
porter or expert on Russia. 
France. Germany or Latin 
America, perhaps even China 
or Japan, without knowing the 
requisite languages, but for "Is¬ 
lam." linguistic knowledge is 
unnecessary since what one is 
dealing with is considered to be 
a psychological deformation, 
not a "real” culture or religion. 

What of her political and his¬ 
torical information? Each of the 
10 country chapters (Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia. Sudan) begins 
with an anecdote and moves 
immediately to a potted history 
that reflects not much more 
than the work of a name- 
dropping college sophomore. 
Cobbled up out of various, not 
always reliable authorities (her 
pages of footnotes are tainted 
by her ignorance, whether be¬ 
cause she can only cite the 
sources she already knows she 
wants in English.’ or because 
she quotes only authorities 
whose views correspond to 
hers, thereby closing out an en¬ 
tire library by Muslims. Arabs 
and non-Orientaiist scholars). 
These histories are meant prin¬ 
cipally to display her command 
of the material, but actually ex¬ 
pose her lamentable prejudices 
and failures of comprehension. 
In the Saudi Arabia chapter, for 
instance, she informs us in a 
note that her “favorite" source 
on the Prophet Mohammed is 
the French Orientalist Maxime 
Rodinson. 


the abominable 
diction and jaw- 
shattering jargon 
of the writing. 
What you have is 
not an idea at all 
but a series of cli¬ 
ches mixed with 
unveritlable as¬ 
sertions that re¬ 
flect the 

“thought” of 
"Syrians" much 
less than they do 
Miller’s. 

Miller gilds her 
paper-thin de¬ 
scriptions with 
the phrase “my 
friend," which 
she uses to con¬ 
vince her reader 
that she really 
knows the people 
and consequently 
what she is talk- 
about. I 



Edward Said 


mz 


counted 247 uses of the phrase 
before I stopped about halfway 
through the book. This tech¬ 
nique produces extraordinary 
distortions in the form of long 
digressions that testify to an Is¬ 
lamic mindset, even as they 
obscure or ignore more or at 
least equally relevant material 
like local politics, the function¬ 
ing of secular institutions and 
the active intellectual contest 
taking place between Islamists 
and nationalist opponents. 

She seems never to have 
heard of Arkoun. or Jabiri. or 
Tarabishi, or Adonis, or Hanafi 
or Djeit. whose theses are hot¬ 
ly debated all over the Islamic 
world. 


Miller’s book is symptomatic 
because it is a weapon to 
subordinate, beat down, compel 
and defeat any Arab or Muslim 
resistance to US-lsraeli dominance 


She tells us that she has been 


What Miller gets from this in 
■ her short summary of Prophet 
Mohai ed's life and ideas is 
• that there is something inher¬ 
ently risible, if not contempti¬ 
ble. about the man. 

Most of Miller's book is 
made up not of argument and 
ideas but of endless interviews 
with what seems to be a slew of 
pathetic, unconvincing, self- 
serving scoundrels and their oc¬ 
casional critics. Once past her 
little histories we are adrift in 
boring, unstructured meander- 
ings. Here's a typical sentence 
of insubstantial generalization: 
"And Syrians, mindful of their 
country's chaotic history" (of 
what country on earth is this 
not also true?) "found the pros¬ 
pect of a return to anarchy or 
yet another prolonged, bloody 
power struggle—" (is this 
uniquely true of Syria as a post- 
colonial state, or is ii true of a 
hundred others in Asia. Africa. 
Latin America?) "and perhaps 
even the triumph of militant Is¬ 
lam in the most secular" (with 
what thermometer did she get 
that reading?) “of all Arab 
states—alarming." Leave aside 


This appalling failure of 
analysis is especially true in 
the chapter on Israel (mistitled. 
since it is all about Palestine), 
where she ignores the changes 
caused by the intifada and the 
prolonged effect of the three- 
decade Israeli occupation, and 
conveys no sense of the abomi¬ 
nations wrought on the lives of 
ordinary Palestinians by the 
Oslo accords and Yasir Ara¬ 
fat’s one-man rale. Although 
Miller is obsessed with Hamas, 
she is clearly unable to connect 
it with the sorry state of affairs 
in territories ran brutally by Is¬ 
rael for all these years. She 
never mentions, for instance, 
that the only Palestinian uni¬ 
versity not established with 
Palestinian funds is Gaza's Is¬ 
lamic i Hamas) University. She 
records prophet Mohammed's 
depredations against the Jews 
but has little to say about Israe¬ 
li beliefs, statements and laws 
against “non-Jews,” often rab¬ 
binical ly sanctioned practices 
of deportation, killing, house 
demolition. land confiscation, 
annexation and systematic eco¬ 
nomic de-development. If in 


her breathlessly excitable way 
Miller sprinkles around a few 
of these facts, nowhere does 
she accord them the weight and 
influence as causes of Islamist 
passion. 

Maddeningly, she informs us 
of everyone's religion—such 
and so is Christian, or Muslim 
Sunni'. Muslim Shiite, etc. 
Even so. she is not always ac¬ 
curate, managing to produce 
some howlers. She speaks of 
Hisham Sharabi as a friend but 
misidentifies him as a Chris¬ 
tian: he is Sunni Muslim. Badr 
el Haj is described as Muslim 
whereas he is Maronite Chris¬ 
tian. These lapses wouldn't be 
so bad were she not bent on re¬ 
vealing her intimacy 
vmmmm with so many people. 
And then there is her 
bad faith in not identi¬ 
fying her own relig¬ 
ious background or 
political predilections. 

Given her willing¬ 
ness to undercut even 
her friendly sources, 
the most interesting 
question about Mill¬ 
er’s book is why she 
wrote it at all. Certain¬ 
ly not out of affection. 
Consider, for instance, 
that she admits she 
fears and dislikes Leb- 
hates Syria, laughs at 


anon. 

Libya, dismisses Sudan, feels 
sorry for and a little alarmed by 
Egypt and is repulsed by Saudi 
Arabia. She is relentlessly con¬ 
cerned only with the dangers of 
organized Islamic militancy, 
which I would hazard a guess 
accounts for less than five per¬ 
cent of the billion-strong Islam¬ 
ic world. She supports the vio¬ 
lent suppression of Islamists 
(but not torture and other “ille¬ 
gal means" used in that sup¬ 
pression. In one especially nau¬ 
seating scene, she actually 
participates in the prison inter¬ 
rogation of an alleged Muslim 
terrorist by Israeli policemen, 
whose systematic use of torture 
and other questionable proce¬ 
dures (undercover assassina¬ 
tions. middle-of-the-night ar¬ 
rests. house demolitions) she 
politely overlooks as she gets 
to ask the handcuffed man a 
few questions of her own. 

Perhaps Miller’s most con¬ 
sistent failing as a journalist is 
thai she only makes connec¬ 
tions and offers analyses of 


Continued on page 6 


Heart and soul worth more 


than the gold 


By Carrie Nelle Moye 

US Star Corespondent 


SINCE THE days of school in¬ 
tegration in the early 1960s. At¬ 
lanta has been known as "The 
city too busy to hate." This has 
been a wonderful slogan that 
has tended to remain true to its 
origins, the days of then mayor. 
Ivan Alien. Jr., the last white 
person to occupy that position. 

While the rest of the South 
was seething. Mr Allen drove 
through the predominately 
"black areas" of Atlanta, inter¬ 
mittently stopping, climbing on 
the hood of his car, and yelling 
through a megaphone that the 
blacks and whiles of Atlanta 
would work together in all areas 
to make this one of the great cit¬ 
ies of the world. 

As time has progressed. At¬ 
lanta indeed has become just 
that, culminating in hosting the 
1996 Summer (Centennial) 
Olympiad, perhaps with more 
hoopla than has ever existed in 
a host city. With all the antici¬ 
pation has come much criticism, 
some justified, some not. And of 
course having the pipe bomb 
bloody Centennial Park is one 
of the worst things that could 
have happened. 

Other criticisms have ranged 
from the opening show being 
far too gaudy (whereas some 
think it was the most beautiful 
event in modem Olympic histo¬ 


ry) to the purveyors of news 
making it appear that the United 
States' teams are the only teams 
participating: i.e. national pride 
has been too self-adulating. And 
then there are the rampant sto¬ 
ries of price gauging—the al¬ 
mighty dollar superseding the 
importance of the games. 

All the above are the stuff of 
which headlines are made. But 
little coverage has been given to 
the behind-the-scenes "little 
people" of the city and suburbs 
who have given and given and 
given of themselves. 

For nothing except the fulfill¬ 
ment of knowing they have ded¬ 
icated long hours, seemingly bc- 
yond-ihe-limits energy, and 
emergency brain-storming when 
something planned appeared to 
be falling apart. 

Listen to the story of Judy. 
Four years ago when it was an¬ 
nounced that Atlanta had won 
the coveted position as the sum¬ 
mer host for 1996. Judy, in her 
mid-thirties, was a vice presi¬ 
dent of a very Atlanta-oriented 
enterprise. She was promised 
several weeks off. with pay. to 
volunteer for the Olympics. At 
some period later, she made an 
upward career move that was 
too inviting to refuse. But her 
present company is not so com¬ 
munity-involved as her former, 
so she was told she would have 
to take time at her own expense. 

Judy used most nights and 


most weekends for two years to 
work as a volunteer. She then 
used her two weeks of vacation 
to continue. After that she took 
a third week without pay into 
the Olympic weeks per se to 
serve in whatever capacity need¬ 
ed. This ranged from being a su¬ 
pervisor. more often a gopher. 
But she also did something else 
that many Atlantans did. sans 
credit. She opened her home, 
free of charge, to families and 
individuals who were attending 
the events and could not find 
places to stay. 

Her three beds and three sofa- 
beds have been full for the en¬ 
tirety of the games. She has had 
two volunteers from Alabama, a 
volunteer from Ohio, a couple 
from Germany, a woman from 
Finland, a man known only as 
“the very tail man" from Nor¬ 
way. One family in a motor 
home could find no parks empty 
so they “hooked up" in Judy’s 
driveway and have remained for 
the entirety. Some have stayed 
only a night or two until they 
could find paid lodging (many 
of which had been pre-booked 
but oversold). 

Anticipating this probable sit¬ 
uation. Judy had gone above 
and beyond by assigning each 
"guest" a color. She had pur¬ 
chased color-coordinated linens 
for bed-and-bath. There were 
color coordinated trays for the 
refrigerator (she urged each 


guest to provide her or his own 
special goodies, place it on the 
correctly colored tray, and asked 
that others not to take from an¬ 
other’s cache). She supplied col¬ 
ored mesh bags so guests could 
wash clothing together and not 
worry about having to separate 
afterwards. Each person was to 
take her or his towel and cloth 
to the pertinent sleeping area, 
where she provided hooks on 
which they could be hung separ¬ 
ately. She supplied cooking es¬ 
sentials as the nearest grocer is a 
mile away and most had no in¬ 
dependent transportation. 
Again, no charge. 

Yes, there have been some 
complaints about some glitches 
at the Modem Centennial Olym¬ 
pics. But there have been many 
more “Judys" who have shown 
the true Olympic Spirit and who 
will never be recognized. These 
people represent the quintessen¬ 
tial American with whom one 
would want lo share the fox¬ 
hole should there be a war. But 
what Judy and her compatriots 
have done is not flashv and sen¬ 
sational: they have been US citi¬ 
zens in the background who are 
proud to play host to the creme 
dc la creme of the world’s ath¬ 
letes. Their gold medals arc in. 
not on, their chests. 

And then there are persons 
who fled the city as though ali¬ 
ens were coming. ■ 



Dual 

containment 


HARDLY ANYONE, lis¬ 
tening to the news of the 
international media, missed 
the alarming developments 
in the Gulf. All of a sud¬ 
den. American. British, and 
French troops stationed 
there were put on high 
alert, to foil an expected 
terrorist attack on them. 

It was. of course, during 
the recent days of tenor 
mania when every single 
accident or mishap could 
be blamed conveniently on 
an act of tercorism. Un¬ 
doubtedly. the explosions 
directed at the American 
troops in Saudi Arabia are 
real and not a figment of 
ones imagination, and so is 
the case of the Atlanta ex¬ 
plosion which claimed the 
Jives of the innocent and 
injured many more. 

The tragic explosion of 
the TWA flight to Paris is 
still, and will remain for 
some lime a mystery. Nev¬ 
ertheless, we have started 
hearing from US officials 
that a foreign country is be¬ 
hind the explosion, and that 
it was a terrorist attack 
rather than an accident. 

The Clinton administra¬ 
tion declared its intent to 
punish the country in¬ 
volved if the case is proved 
so. One cannot help think¬ 
ing that there is a wish 
among American officials, 
that it might turn out to be 
Iran. 

The quick American 
threat of retaliation left, 
however, a question that 
needs to be answered. 
What is the Clinton admin¬ 
istration going to do 
against the terrorism which 
is sprouting on the home 
from? Unfortunately, in an 
election year, retaliating 
against an imaginary terror¬ 
ist supporting country, may 
be a vote winner. But a re¬ 
sponse related to indige¬ 
nous acts of terror will def¬ 
initely become a vote loser. 

What is most disturbing 
in this scenario, is not the; 
terrorism issue, although an 
important one, but the revi¬ 
val of the old US policy of 
containment. Of course, in 
this case. Iran and Iraq are 
the countries that are sup¬ 
posed to be contained. 

As one side of the Amer¬ 
ican idea of counter¬ 
terrorism is directed 
against Iran, the other side 
is pointing Lowards Iraq: 
the US have also warned 
Kuwait regarding possible 
belligerent action by Iraq. 
The two countries fit in 
nicely into the scenario of 
evil states, and dual con¬ 
tainment can be justified 
without many objections 
from the Europeans, as 
well as aspiring traders. 

Although an enlightened 
US foreign policy for the 
Middle East could have 
gone a long way in suc¬ 
cessfully replacing the 
need for hegemony, yet it 
seems that the question of 
oil remains predominant in 
American perception. The 
price of dual containment 
is exceedingly on the rise. 
In addition to the bill of up- 
keeping. the oil price will 
continue to fall on the 
world markets, with OPEC 
becoming an instrument of 
price reduction rather than 
a canel that determines 
price levels favorable to oil 
states. 

Iran and Iraq, under the 
supposed criteria of rogue 
states, will have to be con¬ 
tained militarily and eco¬ 
nomically until the oil price 
becomes almost free. There 
is always the fear, that in 
the future, it will not be oil 
that needs to be defended 
but a more important natu¬ 
ral resource: water. Are we 
then likely to see in ihe 
near future, dual contain¬ 
ment on water? 

One certainly hopes that 
the day will never arise, 
and countries that are inter¬ 
dependent. both regionally, 
and internationally on wa¬ 
ter sharing, will be able to 
sort out their problems 
through negotiations. If 
there seems to be a tacit ac¬ 
ceptance of the US policy 
of dual containment, it 
would be due to the fact 
that there is a general resig¬ 
nation in the region to the 
overwhelming problems of 
economic survival. There¬ 
fore the cruel manifestation 
of resistance has been the 
wanton acts of terror, at 
least those unrelated to the 
indigenous. American 
home grown terrorism'- The 
vicious cycle must be brok¬ 
en. and the spirit of enlight¬ 
enment and moderation 
must prevail. ■ 
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Business 

scene 


■ The Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan has offered new certifi¬ 
cates of deposits worth JD 
IS million over three 
months and six months. 
The highest rate approved 
by previous issues of 
deposit certificates was 
9.250ft for three months 
and 9.5ft for six-months 
terms. The total batance of 
deposit certificates which 
were sold to batiks reached 
JD 539.4 million. Deposits 
in the dinar are re-bought 
by the Central Bank at an 
annual interest rate of 
10ft. 

■ The basis of establishing 
holding companies is to 
improve investment and 
increase productivity, the 
Minister of Commerce and 
Industry. Mr Ali Abu Al 
Raghib pointed out. How¬ 
ever. some of these firms 
were unable to perform 
successfully, whereas oth¬ 
ers have recorded new 
investments in the field of 
tourism and services. The 
number of holding compa¬ 
nies established since 1994 
is 13. Their declared capi¬ 
tal is JD 173.7 million. 

■ Jordanian exports over 
the first quarter of this year 
reached JD 289.094.000. 
covering foodstuff materi¬ 
als, cigarettes, raw materi¬ 
als. phosphate, potash, 
chemicals, vegetable oils, 
transport equipment, plas¬ 
tic products, readymade 
garments and lubricating 
oil. imports in the same 
period amounted to JD 
979,173.000. The Euro¬ 
pean Union and United 
Slates were in the top 
ranks for importing Jorda¬ 
nian commodities. 

■ The Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan stated that the total 
volume of government rev¬ 
enues Iasi January were JD 

145.4 million, of which JD 
145.3 million were domes¬ 
tically generated and JD T. 
millipn jn recovered loans. 

- Current’experiaiture in the 
'same' month' was csti mated 
at JD 126.6 million {saving 
JD 1S.8 million). In Febru¬ 
ary. revenues were JD 94 
million. JD 84 million of 
this were domestic reve¬ 
nues and JD 8 million, for¬ 
eign. Current expenditure 
in February was JD 115.1 
million (this indicates a 
deficit of JD 23 million). 
In March, total revenues 
were JD 150.6 million, of 
which JD 137.1 million 
were local revenues and JD 

10.4 million in foreign aid 
and JD 1 million in recov¬ 
ered loans. Expenditure in 
the same month was JD 
128.6 million (saving JD 
22 million used in cutting 
accumulated deficit over 
the previous years). Local 
revenues were generated 
from tax income, customs, 
sales tax. licences, fees and 
interest rales profits. 
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Foreign labor needs to be 
controlled, says Minister of Labor 


AMMAN iStar)—Talking 

about the need to rc-organize 
the labor market. Dr Abdel 
Hafez Al Shakhanbch. minister 
of labor, said that Jordan is 
open to every* Arab and will 
continue to be so. The govern¬ 
ment, however, is starling to re¬ 
organize the labor market by 
tightening the lid on foreign 
labor. The minister says that 
the purpose is to reduce (he 
level of unemployment among 
the local population. He 
stressed that it has no political 


connotations. 

Jordan is one of the biggesi 
Mates which has large number 
of immigrant workers in rela¬ 
tion to local manpower that 
reaches 947.000 laborers. 
There are 300,000 foreign 
laborers. 

Dr Shakhanbch said this fig¬ 
ure increased recently, a fact 
that led to a sharp rise in unem¬ 
ployment to reach ID percent, 
(there are approximately 
30.000 jobless immigrants). 
Some employers have 
exploited those people and 


A new draft law to guarantee 
deposits became legal 

A NEW draft law to establish a “Corporation to Guarantee 
Deposits" has been finalized by the concerned departments 
in the Jordan Central Bank and the Ministry of Finance. 

The aim of the corporation is to provide a hedge to local 
companies, banks and individuals. These clients are asked 
to deposit JD 25.000 in the corporation as a warranty. The 
sum would be paid automatically in the event of financial 
losses incurred by these clients. 

The aim of the corporation is to induce greater confi¬ 
dence in the financial and monetary system in this country. 

The Central Bank has already instituted a pioneer draft 
law for real estate mortgage. This step reduces the burden 
on banks caused by property mortgages and releases more 
investment liquidity. 

The paid-up capital of this public shareholding corpora¬ 
tion is JD 5 million, that is supported by $20 million from 
the World Bank. ■ 


forced them to work in hard cir- 
curoslanccs with low wages. 

Accordingly, and in an 
attempt to solve these prob¬ 
lems. the government has 
agreed wilh the Arab countries 
to implement procedures and 
regulations to organize the 
labor market in Jordan in rela¬ 
tion to its requirements and 
vacancies. 

To carry out this task, co¬ 
operation and co-ordination 
should he made between the 
Ministries of Interior. Labor. 
Municipal Affairs, Information 
and Agriculture. Dr Al Shalc- 
hanheh continued. Crossing 
points at the borders must 
stamp the passport of everyone 
who enters the Kingdom 
together with his lull name, the 
type of visit {working or tour¬ 
ist). his full address and other 
data required. Security depart¬ 
ments can easily follow the 
movement of laborers and 
delect those violators 0 ! the 
labor law by the computer. 

Dr AI Shakhabeh stressed 
the need to re-adjust the regula¬ 
tions of Residence and Foreign¬ 
ers Law no. 234 for 1973. Each 
one who violates his stay will 
now pay JD I per day and not 
the JD 10 ;is was before as a 
fine for the whole period of 
over-stay. 

The task of the Ministry of 
Labor is to legalize licences for 
Arab laborers and deport those 


who violate Labor Law 
no. 8 for 19%. 

Also, the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs is to 
activate the Municipal 
Law no. 29 for 1955 
which is related to ped¬ 
dlers and street sellers. 

Concerned departments at 
the Amman Greater 
Municipality also can 
share in control of the 
labor market by imple¬ 
menting Health Regula¬ 
tion no. 21 for 1971. 

Furthermore. Dr Al- 
Shakhanbeh continued, 
the Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion has to carry out mass- 
media campaigns to 1 
encourage citizens, cstab- Shaklianbeh 
Jishmem.s. hotels and com¬ 
panies to co-operate with 

authorities concerned in order are 150.U00 who are violating 


to achieve stability and security 
in the labor market. 


the law." Dr Shakhanbeh main¬ 
tained. and added that there are 


Farmers also have to limit about 100.000 work permits 
licences lor loreicn laborers that were issued between 25 

according to their actual needs. Ju | V 1^5 l0 25 October 1995 

These new procedures have However, he continued that 


already been launched since 


the needs of the local market 


Saturday, bu.il «ill require ^ not exceed 200.000. “We 
some lime to be eft ectivc. The ... ...... ... 


minister says positive results 
should begin to be seen by two 
to three month. 

Since the beginning of last 
year and until last July, about 
2000 iminierani laborers were 


are not satisfied with ibe 
increasing rate of unemploy¬ 
ment among Arab laborers in 
Jordan." Dr Al Shakhanbeh 
said. 

A new law on fees of work 


deported out of a total of permits is to be issued next 
300.000. “We believe that there week. ■ 


BA makes records profits I 


BRITISH AIRWAYS an¬ 
nounced pre-tax profits of £150 
million for the three months to 
the end of June—up 11.1 per¬ 
cent on the £135 million 
achieved in the same period a 
year ago. 

Sir Colin Marshal, the Chair¬ 
man, said: “The outlook for the 
airline industry in general and 
for British Airways remains en¬ 
couraging This will be another 
record year for the industry. 
With our cutrem and proposed 
alliance., partnership pnfj., pin- 
plans to deliver step 


change improvements in 
business efficiency, we are well 
placed to providing continuing 
profitable growth for our share¬ 
holders and employees." 

Profit afler lax in the first 
quarter was £115 million, 
equivalent to earnings of 11.9 
pence a share, up 13.3 percent 
on rhe 10.5 pence a year ago. ■ 
Group turnover for the three 
months increased by 10.5 per¬ 
cent, to £2,103 million. Growth 
in operating, prqjit. up by only 
£1 million to £195 million, was 
held back ‘by £23 million 



increase in fuel costs. With¬ 
out this, operating profit would 
have combined 12 percent, re¬ 
flecting strong growth in pas¬ 
senger revenue. 

A total uf 8.35 million pas¬ 
sengers were carried, up frac¬ 
tionally on a year ago. but with 
the average passenger, flying 
further, scheduled revenue pas¬ 
senger kilometers on mainline 
services rose 3.7 percent. Cargo 
carrying rose by 9.4 percent, in 
terms of cargo tonne kilome¬ 
ters. 

'■ .Net bcirrowHng fell by £209 
million, 16 £3.496 million, giv^ 
ing a net debt to to- 

- taf capital ratio of 

56.4 percent a 
three point im¬ 
provement since 
March 31. 

Net interest casts 
were down by £12 
million, a 19 per¬ 
cent fall, mainly as 
a result of lower rn- 
terest rates. 

Incremental con- 
pSti’ iribuiions from 

US Air. Quantas. 
Deutsche BA. TAT 
jflj and the network of 

franchise operators 
doubled to almost 
^ million, reflect- 
§§§|piM ing improved iraf- 

||P9 fie feed and rc- 

duccd losses from 
TAT in particular. 


THE UNION of De\eloped Industries Co., is to reduce its paid-up 
capital by 1.5 million shares to four million shares ut JD 4 mil¬ 
lion). 

Last year, the company recorded a loss of seven percent, which 
is about 19 percent of the paid-up capital. 

In their annual meeting, the company's board of directors attrib¬ 
uted the losses to the commercial recession in the local market, the 
heated competition from similar operating companies and the high 
production costs because of high prices of raw materials at the 
countries of origin, particularly in the price of cardboard. 

Total sales of the company last year reached approximately JD 
1.85 million, the chairman of the board said that the future plan for 
the company aims at expanding productivity at total costs of JD 
1.6 million to buy modernized printing equipments. Its total assets 
reached JD 4.3 million. The company was established in 1995 at a 
capital,of JD 5.5 million. ■ . 

■ !:<. I ■ .■ i : il*i • r *\ 

More ships dock at 
Aqaba than ever 

AMMAN (Star)—The number of vessels entering the 
Aqaba port reached 1012 vessels during the first five 
months of this year, the Central Bank or Jordan's re¬ 
port for May indicated. 

There is a slight increase in the number of vessels com¬ 
pared with last yean the number of vessels during last 
May was 194 compared with 182 vessels in May 1995. 
According to the same report, the number of passen¬ 
gers for the first five months of 1996 was 275.686 pas¬ 
sengers. ■ 
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Dealing at AFM 
restored activity through 
Saudi investor 

THIS WEEK witnessed a Hurry of trading on the Amman Fi¬ 
nancial Market (AFM) as share prices on the parallel market 
went up by 1.7 percent and on the organized market by 0.4 
percent. This was due to improvement in banks’ stocks of one 
percent. 

Total dealings reached JD 2.47 million, due to an increase 
in Goldstar sales. Its total sales were JD 1.69 million. The 
closing of one share price was 750 fils. Last Sunday Mr Daw- 
oud Al Bassam made a big hit in the parallel market when he 
bought two million shares of Goldstar. TTie Saudi investor had 
bought two million shares of the same company last month— 
This revived trading on the parallel market. 

However, total dealings at the AFM last July were 15.1 mil¬ 
lion shares at JD 18 million. Share prices saw a drop of 3.2 
percent But this shows an increase if compared with total 
dealings in June ta rise of 46.6 percent). 

Stock brokers at the AFM were optimistic because the 
World Bank is to provide Jordan with one $1 billion in soft 
loans over the next two years so that the country' can continue 
with its economic reform program. 

But this optimism didn't last for long as the share price in¬ 
dex conunued to decline. Some observers attributed this to 
high interest rates, shortage of liquidity', cuts in tariffs on im¬ 
ports and anxiety about the peace process. 

During last July, the index of bank share prices fell from 
173.21 points, to 170.57 points, industrial companies' shares 
were down from 105.010 points to 103.94 points (which is 
dose to its lowest level since the beginning of 19921. 

The newly formed companies suffered the most from the 
decrease in prices: whose shares are traded on the parallel 
market. Analysis said that their losses are as a result of the nu¬ 
merous number of companies in the market. Their share pric¬ 
es fell between 30 percent to 40 percent. 

Daily average dealings in July was 0.7 million shares com¬ 
pared with 0.5 million shares in June. 

The industrial sector recorded the highest dealing reaching 
JD 11.3 million (representing 62.8 percent of total dealingJ, 
followed by banks and financial establishments at JD 4.6 mil¬ 
lion f25.6 percenti. then comes the service secior at JD 1.9 
million (10.5 percent) and finally the insurance sector at JD 
0.2 million (11 percent). 

Trading in development bonds during last July was 7000 
valued at JD 7 0.000 compared with 1 10.8 thousand bonds at 
JD 1.1 million in June. 

The share price closing rate last July went down by 4.6 
points or by 3.2 percent. Despite these facLs, some observers 
predict that share prices wifi see a noticeable rise this month. 
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Prospects of energy! 

projects in Jordan j 

> 

MORE THAN 150 -- ' 

Jordanian business- 

men representing vari- Jfj&B 

ous sectors of the 

national economy W- 

have attended a sym- W . 

posium on “the f * jg^ j|r 

present role of energy JcSm 

and mineral resources -vlljfw ’ 

and' its future pros- • Jc- f 

peers.’’ The speaker. • 

thp Minister of •’ 

Energy and Mineral . ' _ 

Resources. Dr ! ' ■ - \ IsSttgHE 

H as him Al Dabbas. 

concentrated on the : * 

energy sector which is 

considered one of the ‘ • A 

most important sec- 'W 

tors that activate the — -aH M—l 

national economy and -, n .. 

which is intrinsically Al Uabbas 

linked to economic 

development and future prosperity. 

This symposium comes within the framework of a dialogue 
launched by the Jordanian Businessmen Association since 1992. It 
seeks to unify the view towards a development vision of the public 
and private sectors and to consolidate the process of economic and 
social development in the Kingdom. ■ 


Al Dabbas 


Jordan Insurance Co., records 
net profits of JD 2 million 


Opportunity for Mideast economic 
transformation is stressed 


THE JORDAN Insurance Co., recorded net profits esti¬ 
mated at JD 2 million over the fiscal year 1995-1996, the 
chairman of its board, Mr Khaldoun Abu Hassan said. 
The company's total assets rose by 6.2 percent, to reach 
JD 2U.5 million. This is due to an increase in its financial 
and real estate investments to JD 10.2 million. Its profits 
in 1994-1995 rose by 7.6 percents. Its insurance cover¬ 
age in Jordan represents 65 percent, including marine in¬ 
surance. fire insurance and car accidents. The company’s 
activities outside Jordan were estimated at 35 percent 
over 1995. 

Under-settlement claims fell this year to JD 4.3 mil¬ 
lion and the share of re-insurers went down to JD 2.7 
million. Mr Khaldoun Abu Hassan added that the total 
reserves of the company rose by 14,2 percent to reach 
JD 6.2 million, of which JD 4.3 million for risks reserve. 
Shares of shareholders arc JD 7.9 million. ■ 



Abu Hassan 


MARKET WATCH 

Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


3-6 August 


♦ Centra] Suvige & Trade j 5.56 

♦ Tciacco s Cigamin [ 5.01 
*Ant> PhaimtKcubeolx I 4?S 


* Middle Easi Complex 

* Amman Investment Ba 

* National Cable- 



SUNDAY 


♦ Central Storage & Trade 5 26 

♦ Dar Al Dowa Phar ■*.¥? 

+ Arab Medical Supplier 5.26 


♦ Amman Invevimeni Bank 

♦ Middle £*« A Cmmxk« 
Rockwool Indiulrirn 


MONDAY 


♦ United Insurance 5 00 

♦ Amman ln\«aimeni Bank 3 TO 

♦ Arab Ifnir. Ccnrej ’ '' 


♦ Jordan Insurance 

♦ TAJEERCO 

♦ Dm M Dawa Ptur 


/ 


TUESDAY! 


♦ Housing Bunk 5 00 

♦ Middle East & CmiodDre i 41 

■f /onion Ftiosjtfuftr bM 


♦ TA'JEETtCO 

♦ Tl«c lndu-an.il & Cinwndcu' 

♦ Arab Banking Curruninon 


Gwtara! Price Pointer 
Trade Volume 
Stock Volume 
Highest Traded Stocks 


♦ Middle EnslComptni MUM* ♦ Jordan Investment Bank 


■ Dar Al Dana Ptiar. 


All data provided by iMCXnESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 
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By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON—The oppor¬ 
tunity for the economic trans¬ 
formation of the Middle East is 
now. stressed a prominent 
Israeli economist and the 
World Bank's senior official 
supervising the Middle East 
programs. 

Dr Avishai Bravcrman. pres¬ 
ident of ihc Bcn-Gurion Uni¬ 
versity of the Negev and a 
member of the US-lsraei Sci¬ 
ence and Technology Commis¬ 
sion. expressed hope that US 
and Middle Eastern leaders 
"will not ntiss the opening pro¬ 
vided by the {Midcasti peace 
process” because, he added, 
"privule capital i<« listening hut 
not listening for too long.” 

Echoing his fellow speaker. 
Dr lnder Sud. director for the 
Middle East at the World Bank, 
said, “the opportunity to make 
a transformation in the Middle 
East is now. and one will have 
to grasp this opportunity now." 

He added that “the days of 
money pouring in from official 
sources (foreign economic 
assistance) are over." 

The two were speaking al a 
policy forum held at the Wash¬ 
ington Institute for Near East 
Policy on 1 August. Dr Sud 
served as ihc commentator on 
Dr Bra verm an \ presentation 

The Israeli university presi¬ 
dent, who formerly was a sen¬ 
ior economist with the World 
Bank, underlined his theme, “a 
more focused philosophy" on 
Middle East economic develop¬ 
ment. He stressed that any 
country which hopes to under¬ 
take economic development 
must have “the right institu¬ 
tions and the proper skilled 
labor" or else, he said, the 
transfer of foreign capital will 
yield the wrong results. 

In an oblique swipe at Lhe 
recent economic conferences in 
the region, he said the issue 
before private investment goes 


to the Middle East is whether 
the conditions for investment 
are there. "Before private capi¬ 
tal moves to the Middle East it 
is necessary that appropriate 
economic and social reform 
take place." he stated. 

He also called for "faster 
responses" by world financial 
institutions whenever an open¬ 
ing arises in the Middle East, 
saying they should not "waste 
time with credit evaluations." 
Once this opening is supported, 
he continued, "you can then 
capitalize on the momentum" 
that will be generated. 

In the fuiure. he advocated 
"bottom line meetings of busi¬ 
ness people" to act quietly 
rather than creating high expec¬ 
tations as has been evident w ith 
the Casablanca and Amman 
economic summit conferences. 
The next Middle Easl/North 
Africa economic summit con¬ 
ference will be held in Cairo 
from November 12-14. 

Dr Bravcrman also called for 
the creation of professional 
bodies of people from the Mid¬ 
dle East and in the United 
Slates "to articulate policy 
reform professionally (and) to 
articulate openings for 
projects." 

The Israeli economist 
acknowledged that Israel "ben¬ 
efited from the (Middle East) 
peace process." He explained 
that the combination of skilled 
Russian immigrants and the 
peace process have resulted in 
an economic boom in Israel 
that has not been experienced 
in the last 10 years. He attrib¬ 
uted this to the opening of new 
markets for Israel in the wake 
of the peace process. 

A supporter of former Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 
Dr Bravcrman faulted the for- 
mcr Israeli statesman for “push¬ 
ing the Middle East peace pro¬ 
cess a little bit and creating a 
vision of a new Middle East 
pushed by Israel.” 


He said it was not necessary 
to project Israel in this image 
since Uiis created apprehension 
within Arab ranks of Israeli 
economic hegemony. He went 
a step further by saying that 
neither Israel nor the Arabs 
needed each other’s market. 
He said, however, that the two 
sides have interest in major 
infrastructure projects. 

"I think Lhe general transfor¬ 
mation of the Middle East is an 
Arab issue and let the Arabs do 
it." he maintained. The Israelis 
are only partners in this respecL 

Dr Sud said it was important 
to avoid “creating the image 
that there is a bonanza to be 
had because there isn’t." 

He said he was supportive of 
the idea of "backing the win¬ 
ners rather than creating win¬ 
ners” in economic transforma- 
u'on. Here, he as well as Dr 
Bravcrman, highlighted the 
economic achievements in 
Jordan. 

In addition. Dr Sud cited 
Lebanon as the one country in 
the Middle East that has the 
“will and confidence" to take 
matters into its own hands and 
move forward. 

While agreeing with Dr Bra- 
verman that Israel has "unnec¬ 
essarily" projected its eco¬ 
nomic prowess, the World 
Bank official said he thought 
that having a neighbor (Israel) 
with a 515,000 per capita 
income "could lead to natural 
synergy which is something 
that should be exploited." 

He referred lo the case of 
France and Germany, which he 
said were two countries with 
similar economies but with 
growing trade between them 
"despite the fact that the two 
countries export and import 
very similar products.” 

In reply to a question. Dr 
Bravcrman described Israel’s 
recent use of non-Palestinian 
foreign labor (somewhere 
around 200,000 workers or 10 


percent of the Israeli labor 
force) as “a licking bomb" 
socially and economically. "I 
find it alarming and it will 
create tremendous social prob¬ 
lems in the future." 

He said his preference was 
for Palestinian workers, who 
have been denied entry follow¬ 
ing terrorist attacks earlier in 
the year, because the Palestin¬ 
ians return home daily. 

But he admitted that the 
question of terrorism, if it per¬ 
sists. may lead to a separation 
between Israelis and Palestin¬ 
ians and. he stressed, "the high¬ 
est price will be paid by the 
Palestinians because of the loss 
of work opportunities. 

Discussing the water issue in 
the Middle East. Dr Braverman 
said that there arc currently 
about I wo billion cubic meters 
available west of the Jordan 
River for the Palestinians and 
Israelis who now number about 
eight million. By the year 
2040, he continued, the popula¬ 
tion of the Israelis will be 12 
million and the Palestinians 7 
million, thereby the two com¬ 
munities need double the 
amount of water. 

The Israeli economist sug¬ 
gested that water purification 
could meet half the additional 
amount and the remainder 
should come from water desali¬ 
nation. He dismissed the possi¬ 
bility of insecure water pipe¬ 
lines from Egypt or Turkey. 

Dr Braverman and Dr Sud 
agreed that there are some 
problems with privatization 
attempts al present since there 
is some misunderstanding of 
the concept. The two stressed 
the need for competition, not 
merely turning stale monopo¬ 
lies over to local capitalists. 
Dr Sud also favored the 
launching of export drives to 
win over new markets. ■ 
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Gulf newspapers condemn Israeli 
expansion of settlements 

■ Gulf newspapers have condemned ihe Israeli decision to 
lift the freeze on Israeli settlements in the Palestinian 
territories. 

The Saudi daily. Al Yawm commented on the issue say¬ 
ing that such a decision will inevitably reverse the whole 
peace process and renew tension and conflict in the area. 

Ukailu another Saudi daily was quoted saying that “this 
is a challenge for all international stances which call on 
Israel to freeze settlements at this critical stage." 

In contrast to what was claimed by the Israeli premier 
Benjamin Netanyahu, this decision will not provide Israel 
with the necessary security it requires. On the contrary, it 
will lead to more anger and frustration, the daily added. 

Al Fajir. a United Arab Emirates daily, said that the deci¬ 
sion confirms that the radical Israeli government led by 
Likud, will continue to carry out its aggressive policy with¬ 
out consideration for Arab or international reaction. 

Al Waian. a Qatari daily wrote that “Settlements were 
always a great obstacle for the peace process, because it is 
impossible for peace and security to co-exist with more 
Jewish settlements." The newspaper added that “Israel is 
playing with fire." and it criticized the US silence towards 
this decision. 


Lifting freeze on settlements is 
dangerous 

B While citizens at Hebron were awaiting redeployment of 
Israeli troops as the peace accords stipulated. Israeli settlers 
disclosed their intention to expand the settlement area in 
Hebron. Political activists at this govemorate expressed 
their anger at this as it goes against the very concept of 
peace. 

They also called for a unified stand to oppose Israeli 
plans to expand settlements and confiscate more Palestinian 
lands. 

If expanding settlements are put into effect, then terror¬ 
ism and instability are likely to continue. Palestinians warn. 

On another hand, some settlers started expanding their 
areas in the south of Nablus. They destroyed many olive 
trees and demolished houses in an attempt to confiscate 
those lands and make roads and channels through them. 
The Israeli Minister of Agriculture Mr Raphael Eitan. said 
that the settlements in Hebron should be expanded to 
include 4000 Jews instead of the 400 that presently exist. 


Committee for friendship 

■ The Palestinian Commissioner in Brazil. Mr Kefah Odeh 
and the Federal Deputy of the Democratic Brazilian Party. 
Mr Valdir Colato have agreed to form a parliamentary Pal- 
estinian-Brazilian Friendship committee. It includes all 
party members in the Brazilian parliament. 

Mr Odeh briefed the Brazilian official on the difficult sit¬ 
uation the Palestinians are living under as a result of hard¬ 
line Israeli procedures launched since Likud won the Israeli 
elections last May. Mr Colato stressed his country’s hill 
support for Palestinian rights and expressed his anxiety 
towards Israeli violations of the peace process. 


Licenses for radio and TV stations 

■ The Ministry of Information in the Palestine National 
Authority called on owners of Radio and TV stations to 
obtain licences for transmission. Today. Thursday, is the 
last day to obtain a license. After that, all stations without 
licenses will be closed down. 


Edward Said offers 
enlightening review 
of Muslim world 


continued from page 4 

mattersilhat suit her thesis about the militant, hateful quality 
of the Arab world. I have little quarrel with the general view 
that the Arab world is in a dreadful state, and have said so 
repeatedly for the past three decades. 

But she barely registers the existence of a determined anti- 
Arab and anti-lslamic US policy. She plays fast and loose 
with facts. Take Lebanon: She refers to Bashir Cemavel's 
assassination in 1982 and gives the impression that he"was 
elected by a popular landslide. She does not even allude to the 
fact that he was brought to power while the Israeli army was 
in West Beirut, just before the Sabra and Shalila camp massa¬ 
cres. and that for years, according to Israeli sources like Uri 
Lubrani. Gemayel was the Mossad's man in Lebanon. That 
he was a self-proclaimed killer and a thug is also finessed, as 
is the fact that Lebanon's current power structure is chock- 
full of people like Elie Hobeiko. who was charged directly for 
the camp massacres. Miller cites instances of Arab anti- 
Semitism but doesn't even touch on the matter of Israeli lead¬ 
ers like Begin. Shamir. Eitan and. more recently. Ehud Barak 
(idolized hy Amy Wjlentz in The New Yorker) referring to 
Palestinians as two-legged beasts, grasshoppers, cockroaches 
and mosquitoes. These leaders have used planes and tanks to 
treat Palestinians accordingly. As for the facts of Israel's wars 
against civilians—the protracted, consistent and systematic 
campaign against prisoners of war and refugee camp dwell¬ 
ers. the village destructions and bombings of hospitals and 
schools, the deliberate creation of hundreds of thousands of 
refugees—all these arc buried in reams of prattle. Miller dis¬ 
dains facts: she prefers quoting interminable talk as a way of 
turning Arabs into deserving victims of Israeli terror and US 
support of it. She perfectly exemplifies The New York 
Times 's current Middle East coverage, now al its lowest ebb. 

In her lame conclusion Miller admits that her scolding may 
have been a little too harsh. She then puts it all down To her 
"loyc" of the region and its people. I cannot honestly think of 
a thing that she loves: not the conformism of Arab society she 
talks about, or che ostentatious culinary display she says that 
the Arabs confuse with hospitality, or the languages she 
hasn'L learned, or the people she makes fun of or the history 
and culture of a place that to her is one long tale of unintelli¬ 
gible sound and fury. She cannot enter into the life of the 
place, listen to its conversations directly, read its novels and 
plays on her own (as opposed to making friends with their 
authors>. enjoy the energy and refinements of its social life or 
see its landscapes. But this is the price of being a Times 
reporter in an age of sullen "expertise" and instant position- 
taking. You wouldn't know from Miller's book that there is 


any inter-A rah conflict in interpretations and representations 
of the Middle East and Islam and that, eiven her choice of 


sources, she is deeply partisan: an enemy of Arab national¬ 
ism. which she declares dead numerous times in the book: a 
supporter of US policy: and a committed foe of any Palestin¬ 
ian nationalism that doesn't conform to the bantustans being 
set up according to the Oslo accords. Miller, in short, is a 
shallow, opinionated journalist whose gigantic book is too 
long for what it ends up saying, and far too short on reflec¬ 
tion. considered analysis, structure and facts. Poor Muslims 
and Arabs who may have misted her: they should have 
known beiienhan 10 mistake an insinuated guest fora friend. ■ 


Edward H-’. Said's latest bonk is Peace and Its Discon¬ 
tents: Essays on Palestine and the Middle East Peace Pro¬ 
cess (Vintage). 

The Nation 



Israeli cabinet ends freeze on 


expanding settlements 


c 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times - Washing i on Post 
News Service 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu ’ s C abi net voted 
unanimously Friday to ease a 
four-year freeze on settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza—a 
move almost certain to 
increase the Jewish population 
in the occupied territories 
while complicating Israel’s 
peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 

Although the Cabinet gave a 
go-ahead for gradual growth in 
the 144 Jewish settlements 
built among an overwhelm¬ 
ingly Arab population, a gov¬ 
ernment spokesman said there 
was no green light for a binge 
of new settlements or 
unchecked expansion by exist¬ 
ing ones. 

’The previous government 
imposed chains and handcuffs 
over the natural development 
of the Jewish settlements." said 
a statement from Netanyahu. 
read by his Cabinet secretary. 
“It is obvious that such a situa¬ 
tion is not acceptable to us." 

Friday’s change in policy 
got diverse responses across 
the Midcast spectrum: outrage 
among Palestinians who 
accused Israel of breaking past 
agreements: fears among lib¬ 
eral Israelis that construction 
will cause a terrorist backlash 
and delay a final peace; and 
disappointment among some 
settlers who want building to 
resume full speed ahead in the 
Biblical lands of Israel. 

"This is a dangerous deci¬ 
sion for the basic interests of 
Israel, and might bring about 
an outburst of violence and ter¬ 
rorism." said Labor Party exec¬ 
utive Nisim Zvili. 

Palestinian politicians 
accused Israel's new leadership 
of going back on the spirit of 
the Oslo peace agreement 
"This issue raises deep con¬ 
cern. real danger and threats to 
the peace process and to the 
possibility of compromise 
between Israel and the Pales¬ 
tine." said Palestinian legisla¬ 
tor Ziad Abu Zayvad. 

To open the door to a nego¬ 
tiated peace, the government of 
the late Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin froze most settlement 
construction when it took 


power in 1992, agreeing only 
to complete 10.000 housing 
units left by its predecessors in 
Likud. 

Haim Ramon, a Labor mem¬ 
ber of parliament, said his 
party’s goal had been to separ¬ 
ate Jewish and Arab popula¬ 
tions to avoid conflicts. But he 
asserted that Likud's goal is to 
throw thousands of more Israe¬ 
lis into the territories. "Their 
policy is to significantly 
increase the number'd' settlers 
to create a bi-national reality 
like that of Bosnia (Herzego¬ 
vina). ... This friction will ulti¬ 
mately spark a fire that will 
affect all the peace processes 
achieved during the last four 
years." 

The government saw differ¬ 
ently its politically delicate 
decision—essentially an 

attempt to reconcile opposing 
pressures: On one hand. Netan¬ 
yahu's right-wing supporters 
and members of the settler 
movement that helped vote 
him into office have been wait¬ 
ing for him to fulfill his cam¬ 
paign promises to support their 
cause: on the other hand, the 
new Israeli leader does not 
want to offend his Arab nego¬ 
tiating partners or to alienate 
the Clinton administration, 
which considers the settle¬ 
ments as obstacles to achieving 
Middle East peace. 

During the Labor freeze, 
every new structure or house¬ 
hold was illegal unless specifi¬ 
cally approved as an exception 
by a government committee. 
Even so. the settler population 
mushroomed by 40 percent, 
going from about 100.000 peo¬ 
ple to 140.000; a third of the 
increase came from natural 
population growth and two- 
thirds from occupation of 
housing initiated by Likud. 

Settler leader Pinchas Wai- 
lersiein said he was happy the 
“discrimination" against set¬ 
tlers has been lifted. But he 
said he is still waiting for the 
day when Netanyahu will give 
an unequivocal push to new 
Jewish communities. “Morally. 

I do not feel that this govern¬ 
ment will be able to agree to a 
situation where no Jewish set¬ 
tlements are established." he 
said. 

One immediate result of Fri¬ 
day’s decision is that an esti¬ 
mated 2.600 apartments kept 


vacant under Labor may now 
be occupied. 

That alone should increase 
the population of Jews among 
the 2.1 million Arabs in the 
Occupied Territories to more 
than 150.000. The settlements 
are on land conquered by 
Israel from the Arabs in the 
1967 Middle East War. most 
of which Yasser Arafat's Pal¬ 
estinian Authority had hoped 
to get back in a peace settle¬ 
ment leading to an indepen¬ 
dent Palestinian state. 

Both sides acknowledge that 
the more Jewish settlement 
there is in these areas, the less 
likely a sovereign Palestinian 
state becomes. 

Netanyahu won election in 
May opposing a Palestinian 
state and instead speaks of 
granting local autonomy to 
Palestinians. 

The Cabinet decision 
capped a week of disappoint¬ 
ing news for the Palestinians. 


Earlier. Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon 
announced a plan for 
major new highways 
in the West Bank. 

The Israelis also 
ordered Palestinian 
officials to vacate 
some offices in East 
Jerusalem. saying 
government functions 
were being conducted 
there: though the Pal¬ 
estinians claim control 
of the area, the Israe¬ 
lis. at present, will not 
allow them to conduct 
official business 
there. fearing it 
increases their claim 
to Jerusalem as the 
capital of a Palestin¬ 
ian state. Israel has Anoti 
insisted on “undivided 
control” of the holy 
city, though the issue is to be 
part of final lsraeli-Palestinian 
discussions. On Friday, a Pal¬ 
estinian newspaper, the Jeru- 



Another round of building settlements is likely to continue 


salcm Times, complained in an 
editorial that Netanyahu is 
using settlements as a way to 
eat away at the Palestinians' 


eventual territory, saying. 
“Israel is not negotiating with 
the Palestinians: it is imposing 
its rule on them." ■ 


Israel abolishes restraintson 
West Bank settlements 


-W-- • ■ 


■. • 


By Barton Gellman 
LA Times- Wash ingto n Pott 
News Service 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—Israel's 
new Likud-led cabinet voted unani¬ 
mously last Friday to abolish the pre¬ 
vious government's sharp restraints 
on building in.the Jewish settlements 
of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
formalizing Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahn's declared intent to 
lift the “chains and bonds'* from 
Jewish expansion in the Occupied 
Territories. 

The government gave no sign of 
the scale of construction it contem¬ 
plated, but its vote last Friday re¬ 
versed the presumption against new 
building that prevailed since the La¬ 
bor Party swept the last Liknd gov¬ 
ernment from power in 1992. 

The decision, which was expected, 
set the legal foundation for a new 
phase of struggle to control the West 
Bank between the 1.3 million Pales¬ 
tinians who live there and 140.000 
Jewish settlers whose leaders believe 
the land is theirs hy biblical patrimo¬ 
ny. 


Netanyahu, who'unseated- Shimon 
Peres in May, leads a goverulbg coa- 
lition that is ideologically committed' ■ 
to cementing Israel’s grip on fbe.ler- 7 ; 
rilories .conquered from Jordan'lit. 
the 1967;Middle East’ War. But , he 
ran for. office, and won .his derisive • ’ 
margin among - Israeli swingsvoters,- 
by promising to make a secure peace 
with Palestinians. 

Palestinian leaders, say he cannot-, 
do both, and it has been Ihe prevail¬ 
ing American assessment that they - 
.arerigiit.-' • 

Ziad Abo Ziyadh, a leading, figure 
on the Palestinian negotiating team; 
said Friday's vote “raises deep con¬ 
cern and a real threat to the peace 
process and to the possibility'of com¬ 
promise between Israel and the Pal¬ 
estinians/* 

■ Netanyahu is moving carefitily^or"' 
soften that response, deferring con¬ 
frontation with the Clinton adminis- ' 
tration and his Arab neighbors: Fri- . 
day's announcement foDowed that 
pattern—beginning with its timing 
on a Friday, when Arab government 
offices are closed and Israeli journal¬ 
ists are least attentive because there ' 


• : i. - y-ce::■< 

are no newspapers published oh Sat-i. ’ 
urday, the Jewish Sabbath. 

• Government spokesmen,'-: readu%<; 
.ffoin prejiWedseripts, stn^sedt^o're-^ 
porters that the cabinet vote-'was • 'a~ : 
procednr^d^leciSiqu and not ah. oper- ;■ 

- alive deefsioh.” Grief forrigripri^.;- 

rnrtl-nMill lliAlaMyjV 


ernmeat m&rely pVrt an eridtq “what. - 
we. riewjastartif&iai restrictldns and * 
even discriminatory behavior against- 
• Jewi-sh settlernents.” . : ■ 

. • At least three officials who spoke 
publicly Friday ritetTthe : example of 
a settlement that might wish “to open - 
a kinderghrteh.”:'- ■. 

• “The previous government; placed 
chains and- bonds upon the natural 
development of the Jewish conmunli- 
.ties in Judea,. Samaria [West BankJ 
and; ,Gaza, 5 ^rNetonyalm sgid* osjug: 
the West Bank's biblical names. **It 
obviously .placed, no- such, chains 
upon: Arab communities- in Judea, . 
Samaxih and Gaza, or; upon- Jewish . 
communities within the Green Line - 
(Israel's pr*-1967 borders). Clear¬ 
ly, this situation is unacceptable to 
us/’-B 


Aideed’s death likely to 
increase factional violence 


By Stephen Buckley 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 


NAIROBI. Kenya— 

Thousands of weeping mourn¬ 
ers lined the streets of south 
Mogadishu as the body of 
Mohamed Farah Aideed. who 
defied UN peacekeeping 
forces three years ago and 
ultimately frustrated efforts to 
quell Somalia's civil war. was 
moved from a mosque and 
buried at his home. 

The powerful faction 
leader. 62. died late last 
Thursday of battle wounds 
suffered last week. 'He died at 
his home in Mogadishu, the 
war-battered capital of the 
East African country that 
experienced one of Africa's 
worst famines three years ago. 

Mogadishu was bier 
reported to be calm, as leaders 
of one the factions that was 
combating Aideed called for 
an immediate cease-fire in the 
country’s five-year civil war 
among clan-based militias. 
Leaders of other clans 
throughout Somalia had 
repeatedly criticized Aideed 
for shunning negotiations 
aimed al reestablishing a cen¬ 
tral government in the country 
of eight million people. 

The civil war and the 
famine that it exacerbated 
have killed at feast 350.000 
Somalis, sent thousands of 
refugees fleeing to neighbor¬ 
ing Kenya and left the country 
without a central government. 


The starvation and combat 
prompted President 

George Bush to send 
American forces to 
Somalia in December 
1992 to help ensure aid 
delivery and restore order, 
an operation that was 
^handed over to the United 
'Nations in 1994. 

After UN troops left in 
March 1995. Aideed— 
who as a Somali general 
played a key role in over¬ 
throwing longtime dictator 
Mohamed Sind Banc — 
declared himself president. I 
took over one of (, 
Somalia's major towns - 
and remained embroiled Aideed 

in battles for control of 
Mogadishu. jj s 

In recent weeks, fighters t>rt 

aligned with Ali Mahdi c ^. 

Mohamed—leader of one of J 

the lwo primary factions hat- an , 

tling Aideed's forces— dci 

engaged Aideed's militias in an( 

fighting in southern Mogadi- | ea 

shu that killed at least 100 cc: 

people. en J 

Aideed apparently was i 

wounded in the shoulder and q„j 

abdomen during one of those | as 

battles on July 24. When it ar j, 

became clear that his ahdnmi- l0 

nal injuries were healing s j v 

slowly, rumors of his immi- " , 

nent death raced through » lc 

Somalia. wit 

Confirmation of (hose n[ p] 

rumors brought joy to some cro 

Somalis. In Nairobi, one A j t 

group of refugees planned to a p. 

have a party, and other Soma- * . 



US action on Iran 
draws swift reaction 
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By R. Jeffrey Smith 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sen-ice 
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lis in Kenya reportedly cele¬ 
brated by opening bottles of 
champagne. 

Ali Mahdi had not issued 
any comment on Aideed's 
death, but Osman Auo to. 
another principal faction 
leader, declared an immediate 
ceasefire, which was appar¬ 
ently being honored. 

Aid officials said that the 
quiet of Mogadishu may not i 
last long if Aideed’s militias. ' 
angry over his death, attempt 1 
to seek revenge by aggres¬ 
sively going alter rivals. 

A number of Aideed's 
"technicals"—rucks mounted 
with automatic weapons and 
other heavy weapon ry- 
crowded the road leading to 
Aideed’s burial site in an 
apparent show of force. 

"Things are quiet now. but 
they may not he in the next 
few days." one aid worker 
<aid. “It all depends on how 
Aideed's militias end up 
reacting to this.” 

But factional anger has 
increased as it became known 
that Mr Aideed’s 31 year-old 
son is now going to lake over 
of the self-declared govern¬ 
ment in Somalia that is only 
recognized by Sudan and 
Libya. 

Such a move is seen as 
intensifying the civil war in 
the country. Mr Alto said the 
election of Hussein Aideed 
would ignite the already com¬ 
plicated situation in Somalia. 

But the factions are still not 
clear in their stand. Mr Mahdi 
urged all factions to join 
peace talks to form a new 
jxnvcrnmcm. ■ 


WASHINGTON—Defense 
Secretary William J. Perry 
said again last Friday he antic¬ 
ipates "there will be an inter¬ 
national connection" behind 
the 25 June bombing of a US 
military apartment complex in 
Dhahran. Saudi Arabia, and 
for the first time 
raised the possi¬ 
bility that toe 
bombing was 
provoked by 
Iran. 

Perry did not 
explain the basis 
for his remark 
but predicted that 
the Saudi Ara¬ 
bian government 
will soon 

announce the 
results of a joint 
US-Saudi probe 
into the blast. He 
also reiterated a 
threat to take 
“strong action” if 
investigators find 
compelling evi- - 
dcncc that the 
incident had 
international 
sponsorship. Perry 

"The Saudis. I 
think, are close 
to completing their investiga¬ 
tion." Perry said in an inter¬ 
view with National Public 
Radio one day after reluming 
from a trip to Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait and Britain. He said 
he had discussed possible US 
retaliation for the blast "in 
general terms" with his British 
and French defense ministry 
counterparts at a meeting in 
London. 

When asked if Iran was pos¬ 
sibly behind the explosion. 
Perry said. "Possibly." His 
remark caught some other US 
officials by surprise and 
brought protests from several 
that it exceeded the available 
evidence. In a mild rebuke, a 
White House official speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
told the Associated Press that 
it is “premature to speculate 


on who may or may nof have; 
been responsible.” . 

An intelligence officiaJ said 
US and Saudi analysts' are. 
looking closely at whether an 
I rani an-backed terrorist group, 
such as Hezbollah, was behind 
the explosion. But the official 
said this was one of several 
hypotheses being explored and 
that there is still no consensus 
among the investigators that it 



is correct. 

Accordi ng to one source 
familiar with the probe. Saudi 
investigators have concluded 
that the explosive material 
used in the bomb was smug¬ 
gled into the country from the 
Bckaa Valley in southern Leb¬ 
anon. -a well-known staging 
area lor- Hezbollah. Bui 
another source said "that 
hypothesis is being looked at. 
along with other hypotheses." 

But the statement brought a 
swift reaction from Iran. Fol- 
lowing Mr Perry's remarks, 
the Iranian Foreign Minister, 
Mr Ali Akbar Velayati sent a 
letter to the United Nations 
Secretary General Mr Boutros 
Ghali. He accused Washington 
of "looking for an excuse for 
adventurism against and con¬ 
frontation with Iran." He 


!ap 


called on the UN to act imme- = .. -: ' 

- diately to prevent such threats. 

Meanwhile, the US has 
turned the screw on companies 
that deal with Libya and Iran. 

It now becomes punishable by 
law any company that deals i\ 
with those two countries. Mr u 1 
Clinton said that these coun- \ft a 
tries are the "most dangerous i 
supporters of terrorism in the * 
world." 

The bill which was signed 
last week even imposes sane- J f tr 
lions on non-US companies 
with more lhan $40 million 
annual investments in toe two • ; •„ . 
countries. These relate to oil 
companies in the energy : " . 
sector. 

"The United States' insis- • 1 
lence on moves in contradic- • 
tions with international trade > 

regulations doesn’t conform to 
the realities of toe world. Mr 
Mahmood Mahdi. an Iranian v '*> 
foreign ministry spokesman 

said. ’ 

Mr Mahdi said the decision : . - 
is doomed to fail. “The world 
community is aware of Mr - 
Clinton's intentions to monop- . 
olize the world’s energy ■ 

resources and markets and 
does not believe his false I 

charges of terrorism again ■- 
Iran." 

The US sanctions law also H 

drew a swift negative reaction 
from toe Europeans. Britain, 'v, 
the strongest ally of the US. *... - 
was scathing. A statement by ^ ;/;■ 
the Foreign Office stated that 
“we can not accept US pres- %. 
sure on its allies to impose /S: -. - 
sanctions under the threat of y 
mandatory penalties on our 
companies carrying out trade y 

with these countries in the oil : 
and gas sectors. . * 1 

France and Germany were 
equally- scathing saying that V - 

Ik... _IJ_. ..._I Mlu hV ' 


they would not stand idly hy ~ 

and watch their interest 
affected. .S' 

In Brussels, the European 

Union Trade Commissioner. 'v,J r ■ 
Sir Leon Briuan said that the 't 

community “will act to defend 
its rights and interests if .they £ 

arc jeopardized by this legist' J ^ 
lion.” ■ 


I ;l ■ 
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Mozart is summer’s 
composer of choice 
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By Stephen Wigler 
£A X imes - Washing (on Post 
News Sennee 

IF IT’S.summertime, the music must be 
MozarL 

Ever since 1966. when New York’s 
Lincoln Center started its Mostly Mozart 
Festival, the composer's works have 
become a summer industry, as one orches¬ 
tra after another has copied the formula. 

And for good reason: no other com¬ 
poser's music works as well in these lan¬ 
guid months. The Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra learned that in 1992 when— 
because, of recording commitments—it 
programmed almost nothing except Rach¬ 
maninov and Copland. What followed 
were nothing but disastrous box-office 
receipts and cries of “Never again!" 

li's been mostly Mozan ever since. But 
why Mozart? 

Summer is the lazy season, and Mozan 
is the perfect composer for the indolent 

Before Mozart's time, music was tied 
to the function, time and audience for 
which it was written. 

Mozart—and his somewhat older con¬ 
temporary, Haydn—may have been the 
first to write music that was apt for its 
rime and place, yet that was also able to 
transcend them and have meaning for 
later generations. 

It is at once easily accessible and also 
filled with thought-provoking layers that 
repay serious listening and repeated 
hearings. 

The same Mozart string quartet can 
serve for intense listening or serve as 


background music at a cocktail parry. Try 
using a late Beethoven quartet for the lat¬ 
ter purpose and be prepared for your 
guests to leave early. 

Appealing to both the musically sophis¬ 
ticated and the uninitiated was something 
Mozart strove to do. Of his first three 
piano concerto s for Vienna (K. 413. K. 
414 and K. 415), Mozart wrote to his 
father: "These concertos are a happy 
medium between what is too easy and 
too difficult. ... There are passages 
here and there from which con- ^ 
noisseurs alone can derive satis- 
faction; but these passages 
were written in such a 
way that the less-learned Mgfmt ImSO 

cannot fail to be 113^ 

pleased, though 
without know- 

ing why." ^ IP 

But much 

(he same . 'i 

thing could 

be said about 

much of 

Haydn’s music: the IV 

extraordinary appeal 9 

exerted by Mozart is H 

complicated by socio- H 

logical and psycholog- V 

leal factors that have V 

very little to do with 

music. 

In the 19th century, 

Mozart's reputation was us high—not 
less than SO plays were written about 
him—as that of Bach, Haydn and 
Beethoven. 

But the looming shadow he casts over 


(he repertory is a phenomenon that was 
created during the 20lh century, particu¬ 
larly its latter half. 

in the mid-and bie 19th century, 
Mozart performances were rare. Only 
three of his operas— “Dun Giovanni." 

"The Marriage of Figaro" 
and “The Magic 
Flute"—were per- 
formed with any regu¬ 
larity. The repertory 

/ of the Vienna Phil- 
| harmonic between 
r 1848 and 1910 
shows perfor¬ 
mances of only 
seven of his sympho¬ 
nies, three sere- 
h nndes, two over- 
lures, five piano 
con certos and two 
Q w 1 ^' violin concertos. 

His music was 
considered man- 
nered and dated. 
How dramatically 

l, ie situation had 
changed by the bicen- 
tennia! of Mozart's 
death in 1901. 

1 ” A set * rom Philips. 

!■ for example, contained 

H every work Mozart had written— 
9 145 discs for $1,669.99. in 45 vol- 
9 umes, available separately or puck- 
Wf aged togciher in two large boxes, 
w with plastic handles, like giant 
boxes of laundry detergenL 
By the cud of 1992. sales of the per¬ 
formances in that set had reached the 


extraordinary figure of 9 mil¬ 
lion discs, if Mozan could visit 
a modern record emporium, he 
would no doubt be pleased by 
how many more bins his discs 
occupy than those ol “Papa" 

Haydn and— were he io 
browse under “S"— how Hide 
he wuuid find by Salieri. 

But that Salieri is there at ail 
is a consequence of Mozart's 
popularity—or at least of the 
industry that has sprung up 
about him. 

In the approximately 15 Corngit 
years between the late 196U.s 
and early "HOs, the movie 
“Elvira Madigan.” which used the slow 
movement of Mozart's Concerto No. 21 
for its score. Peter Shaffer's play “Ama¬ 
deus." and then Milos Forman's film ver¬ 
sion. made Mozan an even bigger cultu¬ 
ral icon than Beethoven. 

Appreciating Mozart and his music 
had become a status symbol of sons. 
And the film "Amadeus" made him easy 
io like—he was just an average guy, who 
had trouble meeting the rent, was given 
to cursing (scatological wordplay was a 
particular favoritei and to chasing girls. 

The popularity ot Mozart's music may 
n*>i augur well ibr other composers. But 
change may he on the horizon. This sum¬ 
mer. Lincoln Center— because audi¬ 
ences m Mostly Mozart had begun to 
shrink— partially replaced it with a new 
festival that gave listeners a chance to 
hear rarely heard works by Berlioz, Bee¬ 
thoven's opera "Fidcfio" in its almost 
forgotten first version. "Leonore." and 



Carngie Hall, New York, the place of great concerts 

unfamiliar music by 19th-century and 
he slow 20ih-ccmury Russian composers. 

No. 21 And earlier this summer. Pinehas 
' “Ama- Zukerman. the new music director of the 

Tim ver- Baltimore Summer Music Festival, 

rr cuitu- spoke about what he perceived as a need 

to change its programs. 

> _ music If Mozart were alive, it's likely he'd 
it sons. approve of such changes. He would, no 

im easy doubt, appreciate the receipts from his 

uy, who performances and recordings. But he 

is given never listened to music written more 

y w ? s a than two centuries before he composed 

:? ,rls ; . hi, 

sic ma> And w |jjj e hg-j probably tell us that 
ers. Bui ^ would have appreciated the opportu- 
tis SU 'J!" nity to have done so himself, it’s also 
*eun to likely that he'd say it was downright 
k ^ dumb—even in the summer— to listen to 

imicc lo n°‘l”"S<*e. 

y almost Great Mozart Recordings 

e." and H "The Classical Novaes": Performances 


by Guiomar Novaes of Mozart's Concer- J 
los Nos. 9 ;tnd 20. and Sonatas Nos. 5. 11 i' 
and 15. (Vox Box Legends 2-CDN-J 
25512). } 

H “Mozan Portraits": Performances by 5 
Cecilia Banoli of arias from selected J . 
operas and sacred music, tLondon J 
4434521. j 

■ “The Marriage of Figaro": sung by Eli-1 
sabeth Schwarzkopf. Anna Moffo. Ebe-’ 
rhard Wachter. Giuseppe Tnddci. with! 
Carlo Maria Giulini conducting the Phil-; 
harmonia Orchestra. tEMl CDMB 63266). 

■ “Don Giovanni": sung by Suzanne 
Danco. Lisa della Casa. Ccsare Siepi. 
Anton Dermota and Fernando Corona.' 
with Joseph Krips conducting the Vienna. 
Phi/hurmon/'c. t London 5-4 J fb26 >. 

H 'The Magic Flute": sung by Tiana 
Lemnitz. Ema Berger. Irma Beilke. Hclge- 
Rosvaenge, Heinrigh Tessmer. Gerhard' 
Husch. Wilhelm Strienz. with Thomas 


Records 


Capsule reviews of recent releases 


By J.D. Considine 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen>ice 

IF YOU wanted to be clever 
about it, you might describe 
Robert Miles as the techno ver¬ 
sion of John T?sh (John 
Teschno?). Like Tesh, Miles 
spebfifHs»‘»ln' any,- '.soothing 
mel6cli^,'~pliyed r bn' mostly 
piano and supported by lush, 
dramatic arrangements. But 
such a comparison only goes so 
fan after all, Tesh usually 
records with an orchestra, 
whereas Miles’ “Dreamland" 
(Arista 18930) is almost 
entirely synthesized. Those 
synths are a crucial component 
in the album's techno undercur¬ 
rent, blending seamlessly with 
the electronic percussion in 
“Fantasya” and providing much 
of the pulse beneath the swirl¬ 
ing “Red Zone." But there’s 
more to “Dreamland" than 
thumping bass and burbling 
club beats. "Children." which 
boasts a stately, slow-moving 
melody sketched out against a 
backdrop of billowing synths. 
seems to hark back to die epic 


grace of Vangclis’ “Chariots of 
Fire," while "Fable" owes as 
much to progressive rock as it 
does to techno, what with its 
Mike Oldfield-ish piano osti- 
natos and mock-orchestral 
flourishes. Still, no matter how 
Miles frames his melodies, 
what ultimately carries the 
album is the unexpected syn-. 
ergy between the slow, sump¬ 
tuous sound of the synths and 
the Metronomic urgency of the 
beat. 

Combat has been a pan of 
hip-hop culture since ihc MC 
battles that took place in New 
York in the mid-‘70s. But 
since gangsta rap began grab¬ 
bing attention, it sometimes 
seems as if rappers would 
rather brag about their gats 
than wage war with words and 
wiL Thank God, then, for A 
Tribe Called Quest. No sooner 
does "BeaLs. Rhymes and 
Life" (Jive 01241 41587) get 
under way than Q-Tip, Phife 
and Ali Shaheed Muhammad 
wade into the fray with “Phony 
Rappers," a droll dismissal of 
rap wannabes who "do not 
write ... who do not excite." 


It’s an awesome display of ver¬ 
bal agility and rhythmic acuity, 
but what makes this show of 
skills most impressive is that the 
trio keeps cool, calm and col¬ 
lected throughout. Bui that’s 
typical of what ATCQ does 
here. Whether they're matching 
the jazzy saunter of the electric 
piano in ‘'Jam" or playing off . 
the deep bass and soulful chores 
of "Stressed Out," these three 
exude the kind of quiet confi¬ 
dence that bespeaks tree mas¬ 
tery of the music. Maybe that's 
why they have no interest in the 
trash-talk typical of so many 
lesser rappers; ns one of (he 
tunes here puLs it. it's far better 
to focus on the music so that 
you're “Keeping It Moving.” 

There's a line in the Sex Pis¬ 
tols' song “EMI” where Johnny 
Rouen spits that some “thought 
(hat wc were faking/Bui wc 
were all jusi money-making." 
That preuy much sums up the 
spirit behind both the band's 
reunion tour and its new album, 
appropriately tilled “Filthy 
Lucre Live” (Virgin 41926). 
Recorded at Finsbury Park in 
London, it finds the original Pis¬ 


tols—Rouen. Steve Jones. Glen 
Mullock and Paul Cook— ram¬ 
paging through every song 
from their 1977 debut, "Never 
Mind the Bollocks." plus "Sat¬ 
ellite." "Did You No Wrong” 
and a cover of the Monkees hit 
"(I'm Not Your) Steppin' 
Stone." Does the band sound as 
terrifyingly anarchic-as it did 
20 years ago? Don't be silly. 
Not only docs the band seem 
sluggish by comparison to 
today's milc-a-minutc thrash 
punks, Jones. Matlock and 
Cook play with the kind of 
workmanlike competence that 
only serves to remind us that 
the Pistols' instrumental attack 
owed as much to Slade as to 
the Stooges. Rotten, though, 
remains a tree original, and his 
sneering delivery seems jusi as 
gleefully contrary now as it did 
then. He may he. as he says 
before "God Save Ihc Queen.” 
"fat (and) 4U.“ bui he's as 
entertaining as he’s ever been. 
And if that isn’i worth some of 
your lucre, whai is? 

Alison Krauss may gel the 
credit Ibr bringing hlucgmss 
hack imo the mainstream of 


country music, but even she 
sings the praises of the Cox 
Family. And no wonder. 
Although this mulii- 
gencrational quartet has deep 
roots in traditional music, it 
also has a sure sense of how to 
make the most of a wide range 
of material, and it's that com¬ 
bination that makes "Just 
When We're Thinking 1 ; It's 
Over" (Asylum 61809) the 
stunner it is. ft isn't just that 
the Coxes take on everything 
from the classic honkv tonk of 
- Hank Williams' “I Just Don't 
Like This Kind of Living" to 
contemporary Nashville fare, 
such as "Who's Gonna Pay for 
This Broken Heart": they seem 
equally at home with cither 
kind of song. It helps that the 
family has no problem work¬ 
ing electric guitars and drums 
into the arrangements as 
needed, but that adaptability 
has less to do with the Coxes’ 
sense of style than with the 
group's respcci for the tunes'. 
So even a song as seemingly 
out of character as Del Shan¬ 
non’s "Runaway" seems per¬ 
fectly appropriate in their 
hands. ■ 


i That Beach 9 
with a hard ■ 


By Kevin Thomas 

LA-Timcs-Washinsion post 
New Service 

HOLLYWOOD—“Phat Beach," which 
opened Friday, is a raunchy summer com¬ 
edy, more familiar than hilarious, and 
owes much to the vitality and talent of its 
stars, Jermaine "Huggy" Hopkins and. 
Brian Hooks, and the way they play off 
each other. It bills itself as the first hip- 
hop beach movie, perhaps accurately: 
Along with its stars it depends much upon 
its sock-it-to-'em soundtrack, a mix of 
numerous artists new and established. 

Hopkins' Benny is a hefty Bakersfield 
youth who can’t get any respect. Once his 
family is off on a vacation, his pal Duircl 
(Hooks) bamboozles him out of his fasL- 
food restaurant summer job. gets him to 
empty his savings account of $300 and to 
take off for Malibu in his father’s cher¬ 
ished Mercedes convertible. 

Fast-raIking Durrel. for whom women 
arc good for only one thing, promises the 
virginal, easily manipulated Benny that 
scoring is all a matter of attitude, the size 
of his waistline be damned. But wouldn't 
you know: Benny is so pole-axed by one 
look at the curv aceous but eoldheaned 


mixes raunch 
•hitting beat 


Candace (Claudia Kaleemi that he fails to 
notice that his attempts at poetry have not 
been lost upon the lovely, intelligent 
Denise (Jennifer Lucienne). 

It takes a while for Benny to wise up to 
Durrel. see the light and assert himself. In 
the meantime director Doug Ellin and his 
co-writers serve up a barrage of sexist 
images, attitudes and jokes as. Durrel 
ogles one bikini-clad babe after another. 
They eventually subvert this mind-set 
about women but not before making sure 
that the young males in the audience to 
whom the film is so clearly aimed have 
first had plenty opportunity to enjoy 
themselves. 

Add in its strong dose of four-letter 
words—one in particular—and "Phat 
Beach” gets pretty crass pretty quickly. 
That’s where Hopkins, a talented atMor 
who makes Benny likable though naive, 
and Hooks are a "big help. Hooks makes 
Durrel so irrepressible, so unapologeiic. 
in his reckless, single-minded pursuit of 
nonstop sexual lun and games, regardless 
of consequences or circumstances, that 
it's actually hard to dislike him. Hopkins 
and Hooks arc such a natural team, it s 
likely they'll show up on the screen 
togciher again. ■ 


Pop faces 


School’s out, but AC/DC still teaching 


By Roger Catlin 

LA Times-Washiugion Post 
News Service 

ANGUS YOUNG never really 
distinguished himself at school. 

But he’s still wearing his 
schoolboy's uniform at age 45. 

The short-pants costume 
worn by the manic guitarist 
from AC/DC is an icon in rock 
*n' roll, ranking alongside Bo 
Diddley's square guitar. ZZ 
Top's beards and the Elvis 
Presley jumpsuit. 

"The school suit allows me 
to be an extrovert." Young says 
over the phone. "Basically, I'm 
the opposite of what I am on 
stage. And people who come 
know you as the schoolboy 
suit." 

Or as AC/DC lead singer 
Brian Johnson said in an inter¬ 
view late Iasi year when the 
band’s “BallBreaker'' album 
was released, "Angus wouldn't 
go out without thru. That’s his 
alter ego. I’ve seen him walk¬ 
ing into a dressing room when 
it's 100 degrees, stick that suit 
on and he’s ready. As Angus 
used to say, the suit can walk to 
the stage itself. AH he has to do 
is get in." 

By now rhere’s more than 
one suit. "There's about 30 
lhai travel with me. all in dif* 
fercnt colors." Young says. 
None will last an entire tour. 
"They usually give them away 

the end in competitions or 
charities, k just depends if you 
rip a jacket or tear your shorts.” 

By most accounts, there has 
been no slowdown in Young’s 
frenzied stags activity as he 
crunches out “Back in Black,” 
“Highway to Hell" and "You 
Shook Me." 

“I think what AC/DC does 
best is play live." Young says. 
"That's when everything comes 
together. Even after you make a 


studio album, when you go out 
and play live, that's when you 
leam what being in a band is 
all about." 

The second leg of ihe US 
tour comes after dates in 
Europe and hits American mar¬ 
kets missed on the first go- 
round. "We've come back to 
dean those cities up," Young 
says. 

"It's a big. big show-," he 
says. "And "there’s lots to it 
besides the band and ihe 
music—a few effects: Fifty!” 

He won't go into detail, but 
says the band has lo lop itself 
every time it goes out. And 
past AC/DC tours have fea¬ 
tured exploding cannons dur¬ 
ing "For Those About To 
Rock. Wc Salute You" and 
bells big enough to make Qua¬ 
simodo deaf to accompany 
■•Hell's Bells." 

“1 think if you look at it (his 
way, it’s value for money.'' 
Young says. “And it s like il 
you jusi loured with just the 
band, people would say you're 
being cheap. So you've got to 
do it these days, give 'em a 
show. It's a reck 'n' roll 
show.” 

This marks the 20th anniver¬ 
sary of ihc release of AC/DC's 
debut in America. "High Volt¬ 
age.” Since then, the band's 
distinctive power has weath¬ 
ered disco, punk and now ihc 
alternative surge that seems to 
have wiped oul the commercial 
viability of most other heavy 
metal. (The band's own "Ball- 
Breaker." (hough, has sold 3 
million worldwide since its 
release Iasi October). 

But Young says the sup¬ 
posed ups and downs of metal 
is "more a media thing. The 
media, being what it is. is 
always looking for ihc next 
new thing. There arc still bands 
out there playing, no matter 



what the new thing is. The 
Stones go out there and people 
go see them without records or 
even airplay." 

Rather than change with 
fickle taste.-!. Young says. 
"We're lucky we're the same. 
'Trends come (hat much 
quicker now because of the TV 
thing. They come and go by 
instantly. Whai was cool one 
month, next month is gone. 

“Even in (he beginning, we 
never cared what was being 


said about t.ishion trends and 
Muff. You know, when the 
Beatles started, there was a 
record company guy who said 
clcclrie guitar music was fin¬ 
ished. Well, kids arc still play¬ 
ing electric guitars today: the 
fact is it’s a hit noisier lhan 
before." 

And rather than adhering lo 
a label— even heavy mcuil— 
Young prefers io let his power 
chords do his inlking- 

"I always looked at our- 


sel\cs as a band of our own." 
says Young. "I never thought 
of us as a punk band, a mcial 
band, or a new wave band. Just 
as a band band.” If anything, 
his inspiraiion came from the 
American South. 

“I grew up mainly on blues 
music.” Yuung says. "1 started 
listening to blues music when 1 
was 8 years old. That was whai 
got me involved with the gui¬ 
tar. Muddy Waters. Willie 
Dixon. Elmore Jarpps. Then for 


rock *n’ roll stuff. Chuck Berry 
and Little Richard." 

Angus and his brother Mal¬ 
colm Young, who were bom in 
Scotland and moved with their 
family to Australia, started the 
band in 1974 with lead 
screamer Bon Scott, drummer 
Phil Rudd and bassist Mark 
Evans. Evans left in 1976 and 
was replaced by Cliff Williams, 
who is still playing bass. Scott 
died of alcohol poisoning in 
I98U shortly after the band's 
breakthrough US success with 
"Highway to Hell'': he was 
replaced by Johnson, who 
somehow matched the gargling 
raspy screaming vocals on the 
tribute that followed, "Back in 
Black." Rudd left after the 
“Rick of the Switch" album, 
but returned for the "Ball- 
Breaker” sessions. 

On the new album, with its 
dry. crunching Rick Rubin pro¬ 
duction, AGDC returns to a 
bluesier sound on a couple of 
tracks. 

“I think there’s always been 
that element in us as a band," 
Young says of the blues. “Even 
though we're not playing stan¬ 
dardises band stuff.” 

It's a long way from "Dust 
My Broom" to "Dirty Deeds 
Done Dirt Cheap." 

And as much fun as they're 
having now, how long can this 
rockin' go on? 

"I've been asked that ques¬ 
tion since 1974.” Young says 
with a chuckle. "Who knows? 
As long as you feci you can 
write good tunes and people 
like whai you're doing, why 
not keep going?’ 

And when will their induc¬ 
tion into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame come? “Hey, I'm 
still waitin ’ for my pension." 
says Young, perhaps the only 
guy in a schoolboy's suit con¬ 
sidering retirement. ■ 
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Inter .Con’s new 
health spa 

■ The Hole! Imer.Continental Jordan 
announced, during a reception Iasi 
week, the opening of Jordan's newest 
health spa next year. The guests took 
part in choosing the spa’s name and 
logo designed hy six leading graphic 
design companies. 

The health spa will have an indoor 
swimming pool, surrounded by mosa¬ 
ic columns and a natural skyline, a 
fully equipped gymnasium, an acro¬ 
batic studio, sauna and steam rooms, 
jucuzzis and a hydrotherapy room. 



THE FAR SH>K 


By GARY LARSON 
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Experiencing 
mass culture 

PEOPLE. PEOPLE, every¬ 
where. This was the scene 
:ii the three-week 15th 
Jcrash Festival of Art and 
Culture that ended last 
Saturday. 

It was an amazing expe¬ 
rience: people from all over 
the country came to see the 
delights of the festival. 
Men. women, old. young, 
children and teenagers all 
came in droves. And the 
scene was out of a movie. 

The festival organizers 
estimate that about 20.000 
people visited the festival 
each day. For Thursday and 
Friday, organizers put the 
figures between 25.000 to 
30.000 people. 

I don't think that this has 
happened before. What is 
interesting is that at times, 
you couldn't literally set 
foot in the place. 

With over 60 events peo¬ 
ple had plenty to see. Yet 
lor most Jcrash was an out¬ 
ing. to forget oneself in 
those Roman ruins. Never 
mind the hurly burly of 
every day life."this was a 
place to forget one's trou¬ 
bles lor a couple of hours 
and to keep coming back 
for the same treatment 

Arc we experiencing a 
new social phenomena in 
Jordan. Well, judging from 
this year it could very well 
be a strong indicator of 
changing attitudes and per¬ 
ceptions towards culture. 

Did I say culture? This 
might be difficult to gauge. 
The people were there yes. 
except most of them were 
assembled in the main 
forum and strolling in the 
columnade. Very few actu¬ 
ally attended the cultural 
events that were staged in 
the Artemis. Gracia and 
Light and Sound Theaters. 

Jcrash has proved a pop¬ 
ular event, but unfortu¬ 
nately it is not an aestheti¬ 
cally enlightening one for 
the majority of people. 
They preferred the lighter 
side of culture, the one 
where they can sit and 
enjoy at a relatively cheap 
side, with the bargain of lis¬ 
tening to whoever happens 
to singing in the adjacent 
South Theater. 

in fact this is what hap¬ 
pened in the Majda AJ 
Rnumi. Sabah Fakhri and 
Najwa Karam’s concerts. 
With eight dinars a ticket, 
people just s;it along the 
side of the main theater lis¬ 
tening to the delights of 
these celebrities. 

However. Karam's con¬ 
certs were memorable 
lor the crowds it attracted. 
On all three nights, the 
South Theater was like a 
human traffic jam where 
movement was extremely 
difficult. 

But they didn't seem to 
mind, this was Lheir nights 
to >ee that beautiful Leba¬ 
nese singer. 

The concert appeared to 
be a family outing with 
husbands and wives bring¬ 
ing in their children to see 
the sight of that singer. 

And this sums up Jerash. 
It's a popular affair, not for 
the highbrow but for the 
man in the street, a lime for 
people to let it hang out ■ 


Karam flavors 
Jerash Festival 


By Star Staff Writer 


O ver the three con¬ 
certs she held in the 
Jerash Festival, the 
Lebanese singer 
Najwa Karam was able 
through a powerful voice to 
attract a large number of peo¬ 
ple. Though appearing in 
Jerash for the first time. Karam 
captured the admiration of (he 
audience. 

She was delighted to partici¬ 
pate in the Jerash festival. She 
sang for the historical city. 


Najwa 

throueh 


Jayeh Yu Jcrash Jjych, a song 
that revealed Karam's great 
longing to be part and parcel of 
the three-week event. The song 
says that it is a must for any art¬ 
ist lo take pari in the festival if 
he or she wants to achieve suc¬ 
cess. Karam said earlier that her 
dream to sing in Jcrash is now 
achieved. 

During the concerts. Karam 
sang her famous compositions 
which can be heard repeated by 
the young and the old. Among 
others, she performed Ana 
Mafcyeh. Ma Besmahlak, AUi 



mahlak. La Tibki ya wroud Al 
Dar and Hakam Al Qaadee. 
She was literally amazed at the 
audience who appeared to have 
memorized most of her her 
songs. 

As from her first appearance 
on TV. Karam sung for Leba¬ 
non and what is called as the 
music of the mountains, reflect¬ 
ing the expanse of Lebanese 
culture and tradition. Lebanon 
is famous for its distinct Arabic 
music, and Karam presented 
songs that are uniquely part of 
that world. 

With a powerfiil 
voice, she master¬ 
minded the South 
Theater. With a 
long-enduring 
tonal chords she 
was able to keep 
singing especially 
that of the Mawal. 
famous pieces that 
precede Arabic 
songs. 

Karam succeeded 
in mastering this art 
and performing it in 
the Arab countries. 
Besides, her appear¬ 
ance and interaction 
with the rhythms of 
her songs brought 
her close to the 
audience. 

In the Jerash con- 
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certs she looked radiant. With 
those wide black eyes and long 
dresses she mesmerized the 
audience. 

Just like many singers, in 
her career that spans eight 
years. Karam shifted from 
"singing live concerts to songs 
made on the video clip. The 
quality of her voice on the clip 
was to a great extent identical 
to her performance on stage. 

But the lack of challenge 
and the many technical facili¬ 
ties studios provide might 
weaken the vocal abilities of 
any singer. Improving ones 
voice needs practice. 


This could be perceived at 
times during the concerts last 
week. Though her voice 
remained consistent, being 
helped with amplifiers, one 
felt there were moments when 
she appeared to be faltering. 

However, this didn't stop 
the enthusiasm of the audience 
who literally jammed all of her 
three concerts. 

Needless to say Karam is a 
professional singer who was 
taught by the famous composer 
Mr Zaki Nassif for three years 
before embarking on her sing¬ 
ing career.* 


Building a relationship between 

man and the city 


By Monther Hamdan 

Star Sniff Writer 

A rab and Islamic culture 
is highlighted through 
the photography exhibi¬ 
tion of Mr Haul Al Horani 
currently displayed at Baladna 
Art Gallery. Entitled "People 
and Places', the exhibited 
works are truly representative 
of the everyday life in Arab 
and Islamic settings. 

The show consists of pic¬ 
tures which celebrate the tradi¬ 
tional aspects of the modem 
Arabic city. Al Horani"s crea¬ 
tivity lies in his ability to trans¬ 
form ordinary scenes found in 
everyday life into expressive 
pictures. They are far from pas¬ 
sive even when they portray si¬ 
lent buildings. 

It is the dexterity of the an- 
ist/photographer which enables 
him to breathe life into the 
rock, using his insight and 
modem Techniques of photog¬ 
raphy. Choosing the right angle 
and time to shoot made AI Ho- 
ranj a real artist. 

His photos are documents 
which chronicle the history of 
places and the habits of ordi¬ 
nary persons. With photos of 
Cairo, once known as the city 
of Minarets, he takes the view¬ 
er into the prosperous eras of 
past Islamic civilizations. 
Some shots of mosques date 
back to the Mamluk period of 
Islamic history. The artist is 
trying to reflect the might and 
greatness of those construc¬ 
tions and how they stand in 
modem lime. 

The art presented requires 
more than using the camera as 
an instrument. The artist 
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Old Cairo 

should be able to penetrate into 
the hidden meanings of the 
scene he wants to shoot and 
thus magnifying those aspects 
which he deems most impor¬ 
tant and conceals those which 
are irrelevant. This needs a so¬ 
phisticated photographer who 
can read the faces of people 
and create pictures, speaking 
their desires and feelings. 
These can be the truest mo¬ 
ments of expression. 

Al Horani's pictures are ei¬ 
ther colored or black and 
while. Most of these which rep¬ 
resent people shopping or 
smoking the urgileh in the lo¬ 
cal. traditional markets of Cai- 


Old Jerusalem 

ro and Damascus, are taken in f 
color. They convey a live and s 
vibrant life with so many peo- p 
pie bargaining, walking and/or 
shouting. a 

Other black and white pic- ii 
tures of mosques like AI Aqsa (: 
in Jerusalem are meant to re- p 


fleet a sad and mysterious vi¬ 
sion of places still under occu¬ 
pation. 

Horani's photos, as he said, 
are the production of many vis¬ 
its to Arab and Islamic coun¬ 
tries. “Though many of these 
pictures have been shot under 


the influence of certain mo¬ 
ments nr ironic situations, the 
exhibition on the whole is 
seeking to trace the reality of 
the Arab and eastern city," he 
added. 

Horani stressed that his aim 
is not to portray the nostalgic 
past or Lhose attempting to re¬ 
vive it. but he wants to 
strengthen the relation between 
the human being and the place 
he lives in. "There should he 
an intimate relation between 
the people and the places they 
are living in instead of looking 
upon these places as being only 
for residence." 

Being a political researcher 
does not lessen the quality and 
sensitivity of his works. He 
graduated from the University 
of Jordan in 197U majoring in 
political science. He then took 
courses in photography at the 
Lebanese Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion. 

He worked as a journalist 
and researcher since the begin¬ 
ning of the seventies until 1991 
when he became editor of the 
Al Urdun Al Jadeed quarterly. 
He is also now the head of the 
Al Urdun Al Jadeed Research 
Centre. ■ 


US Tennis Open live on 
Orbit sports 


The Big Red Boat awards National 
Express customer 

NATIONAL EXPRESS Credit card is the 
number one credit card in Jordan. Over the 
past three years. National Express provided 
Jordanian customers and merchants a much 
needed payment device that is issued by 10 
Jordanian banks. 

Attempting to customize the card among 
different users. National Express offers a 
random monthly prize to one of it* active 
cardholders. This month the award went to 
Miss Rula Abdullah Khalifeh who won a 
cruise to the Caribbean for two. The five- 
day trip is valid between August ‘96 till Jan¬ 
uary '97 and was presented by Premier 
Cruise Line "The Big Red Boat." 

A reception was held last Saturday by Na¬ 
tional Express in the Inrer.Continemai Ho¬ 
tel. It was attended by Mr Abd AJ Fattah ... - 

Ghazni, general manager of National Express the World Market mg. representatives of Pre- 

nnd Mr Haiti Suleiman, director of Discover mier Cruise Line in Jordan. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—Orbit-ESPN 
Sports will air live coverage of 
both the men's and women's 
tournament of the LIS Tennis 
Open commencing on 26 
August. 

The US Tennis Open is 
without doubL one of the great 
sporting events in the world. 
Played on hard courts in 
Flushing Meadow. New 
York, the tournament is 
renowned as the most 
atmospheric. 

The fans arrive early in the 
morning to witness the after¬ 
noon games which are usu¬ 
ally played under an unfor¬ 
giving sun. As the New York 
skyline lights up the evening, 
the grandstands fill with 
vocal and vivacious supporters. 
It is the night games under the 
floodlights that seem to pro¬ 
duce the marathon struggles 
which are a feature of the 
Open. 

This year promises to be as 
closely "contested as any, with 
each player knowing that it is 
lheir last chance this season to 


lift a 'Grand Slam' trophy. 
Defending champion Pete 
Sampras will want to put his 
recent Wimbledon failure 
behind him and finally wm 
over the local crowd. New 
York loves a showman and 
there is none biecer than 


Orbit 


Andre Agassi who will be out 
to reclaim his number one spot. 
The list of top-class talent is 
endless: Richard Krajicek 
will he going for the double 
after his Wimbledon triumph, 
while Boris Becker should be 
fit again and former two-time 
champion Stefan Edherg will 
have one final tilt at the title. 


The women’s event is just as 
evicting. Defending Champion 
Stem Graf" will race strong 
competition from Monies 
Seles w ho has blasted her way 
back to the top of the rankings. 
Although Graf and Seles are 
favourites to reach the final, 
the Spanish partnership of 
Conchita Martinez and the 
battling Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario will be as competi¬ 
tive as ever. 

The challenge starts on 
■ Monday. August 26. 1996 at 
( 3:00 p.m. GMT. and ends 
j with the singles' final on 
: Sunday, September 8 at 6:00 
I pm. GMT. Orbit's 24-hour 

J sports channel will have live 

daily coverage commencing 
with the afternoon session at 
3:00 pm. GMT. followed by 
the evening games at 11:30 pm 
GMT. 

No matter who reaches the 
final. Orbit* ESPN Sports will 
be there for all the rallies, shots 
and surprises that make the US 
Tennis Open a wonderful event 
for all sports followers. M 


How cow documentaries are made 
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Thor's hammer, screwdriver and crescent wrench 
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"Yes! Yes! That's It!... Just a little higher.' 
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Exhibitions 

■ An exhibition by Hani AI 
Horani. entitled People and 
Places, currently running at 
llie Baladna Art Gallery 

* An exhibition entitled 
Science for Health, at the 
British Council 

■ A book exhibition by 
Hassan Abu Ghanimeh, at 
Royal Cultural Centre, 
continues until 9 August 

* An exhibition by Eman 
Odch. at the Phoenix art 
Gallery, continues until 15 
August 


‘More worms? ... Saaaaaaaaay — why are you I T/ . >r * ‘ 
being so nice to me all of a sudden?’* I ’ 

I .? 
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■ An exhibition by Hussein , J 

Da’seh and Nader Samara, at %.. *=• 
the Orfali art Gallery, con- - v. 

tinucs until 1 5 August v :.,l ^.. 

Films A W ‘ 

■ Empire of the Sun. at The t - 

American Centre, today at 
5:00 pm. S t J 

V- ' -iln. > . ” 

Theater A ^ Sr *s a 

■ Arar .by KhaJid AJ Tareefi. l Hr. Tj ,, 

at The Royal Cultural Centre* ' fl :$, r i 

showed everday at 8:30 pm. 
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Nigerian leader finds the meek inherit a jail cell 






lentaries are maijE 


Moderation is often cited as a political 
virtue in the West, but for leaders in the 
developing world it has often been the kiss 
of death—especially when the label is 
applied by the media and leaders of the US 
and Europe 
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‘Not bad, I've been soldier, president, statesman, chicken farmer... and now jailbird!’* 



By Crocker Snow Jr. 

E is, 1NARCUABLY, the African 
continent’s second most promi¬ 
nent spokesman 

and statesman be- llfflll 

hind only Nelson ■■ UH 

Mandela. And he’s 
in jail. 

He was instrumental in setting the 
groundwork for the peaceful end of 
apartheid in South Africa. And he’s 
held incommunicado by his own 
proud, black African government. 

He has 
been co-chair 
with Nelson 
Mandela of the 
African Lead¬ 
ership Forum . 
and has been 
called u the fe- 
■U.I jn. ther of Africa” 

. by Mandeb’s 

onetime Zulu 
opponent, 

y KwaZulu 

leader Chief 
Buthelezi. Yet 
c he is serving 
| the second 
l yearofa 
l trumped up 15 
■ year prison 
| sentence for 
t conspiracy, 
f This is to- 

_S-l S day’s reality 

for Olusegun 

I now jailbird!” Obasanjo, 
chicken 
farmer, gener- 


Moderation is a relative concept in Nicaraguan politics 

Under Ortega, Sandinistas 
lose their cutting edge 
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By Filadelfo Aleman 

F ormer President Daniel Orte¬ 
ga, who ruled Nicaragua For a 
decade, once more aspires to the 
presidency of the Republic. His 
opponents think that he will nev¬ 
er regain power “‘because he has 
doomed his formerly powerful party, 
the Sandinista Liberation Front 
(FSLN), to eternal opposition.” 

Ortega, 61, the general secretary of 
the FSLN, came to power July 19, 
1979, after a bloody “war of libera¬ 
tion” that ended over a decade of dic¬ 
tatorial rule by General Anastasio So- 
moza Debayle. Ortega immediately 
instituted a leftist regime supported by 
Cuba and the former Soviet Union. 

After a 10-year war against guerril¬ 
la forces—the “Contras”, supported 
and financed by the US—that cost the 
country over US$17 billion, Ortega 
agreed to conduct free elections. He 
lost those elections in February 1990 
to President Violeta Barrios de 
Chamorro. 

Considered at that time as one of 
the most moderate Sandinista leaders, 
Ortega was seen by Westerners as the 
best of many bad options for retum- 
. ing democracy to Nicaragua. 

His moderate image owed much to 
comparison. His minister of the Inte¬ 
rior, Tomas Borge, filled the jails with 
political prisoners and called those 
who opposed him to his office to hit 
them with his own fists. His brother 
and Minister of Defense, General 
Humberto Ortega, threatened to hang 
.! capitalists from the utility poles, and 
his 100,000 strong army mercilessly 
fought against peasants who joined 
the Contras. 

Ortega was also forced into “mod¬ 
eration” by US and international pres¬ 
sure, which depressed Nicaragua’s 
economy. When the Berlin Wall fell 
and the Soviet Union disintegrated, 
Ortega was more than willing to con¬ 
sider the US offer to accept **any out¬ 
come of the 1990 Nicaraguan elec¬ 
tion,” including a Sandinista victory. 

But even though Ortega managed 
to achieve a fairly moderate image 


abroad, this was not reflected in his 
party after its 1990 electoral defeat, 
when Sandinistas began to wonder 
“what are we, or what do we want to 
be in the future?” The war R£POi 
against the Somosista dicta- 'from 
torship of the past decade was |j|| 
over, the East-West Cold War fflMI 
was a thing of the past, the 
Sandinista revolution has lost the elec¬ 
tion so, wondered the Sandinista in¬ 
tellectuals, “What now?” 

According to the conservative 
Nicaraguan political scientist Emilio 
Alvarez, this problem of identity was 
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what, early last year, caused the great 
schism between “orthodox’’—headed 
by Ortega—and “renewal” Sandiu- 
istas, headed by author Sergio 
f vc Ramire 2 , the former Sandinista 
“ vice-president, 
uijf Accused by the “renewal” 
|JII faction of being “verticalist” 
and “extremist,’’ Ortega man¬ 
aged in late 1994 to grab die helm of 
the Ba rricada newspaper, the voice of 
the FSLN. He unseated moderate’ 
Sandinista Carlos Fernandez 
Chamorro, the son of President 
Chamorro, and put Borge at the helm. 
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al, appointed president and interna¬ 
tional diplomat, the man who gar¬ 
nered nine of fifteen Security Council 
votes for Secretary 

lifflDI nllKlIIV General of the United 
UllLUIIIfllf 1 Nations six years ago. 

Today he’s a jailbird, a 
60-year-old international figure fight¬ 
ing green flies in Yola Prison in 
steamy, southern Nigeria. 

With all the political injustices per¬ 
petrated by threatened governments 
on threatening leaders around the 
world, there is none starker nor more 
ostensibly outrageous than the treat¬ 
ment of Obansanjo by the corrupt and 
corrupting military regime of Nigeria’s 
current potentate. President Sari 
Abacha. Obasanjo, a dedicated and 
earnest democrat who, as military-ap- 
poimed head of state, engineered the 
country’s constitutional convention 
and return to civilian rule in 1979, was 
charged with plotting a coup for not 
endorsing another military takeover 
following the muddy 1994 election re¬ 
sults. The man who fingered him. 
Colonel Bello-Fadile, later recanted 
his damning testimony in a hand¬ 
written note to Obasanjo asking for 
Christian forgiveness for his sins. 

The international community’ can 
read Bello-Fadile’s erie de coeur 
which was smuggled from Yola 
Prison. “I was put under unbearable 
threats to my life and by torture and 
other dehumanizing treatments dur¬ 
ing the investigation,” the repentant 
colonel wrote Obasanjo. “Noting that 
j have a first degree heart blockade 
that has put me on daily medication 


In July of last year, with Borge’s 
support, Ortega dominated the San¬ 
dinista congress that proclaimed him, 
for a third time, their candidate for the 
presidency of the Republic. 

This congress was preceded bv a 
generalized purge of “renewal” San¬ 
dinista intellectuals, among them Or¬ 
tega’s former minister for culture, the 
well-known poet Ernesto Cardenal. 

As a candidate of the FSLN, Orte¬ 
ga is second in the opinion polls, after 
Amoldo Aleman, the former mayor of 
Managua and the candidate selected 
by a liberal coalition. 

Oscar Rene Vargas, the Nicaraguan 
social scientist, believes that Ortega 
was elected by the Sandinista legisla¬ 
ture “as the best candidate of the 
FSLN to lose the election and avoid a 
debacle in the party.” 

Before the Ortega nomination, the 
FSLN proposed the candidacy to 
many prestigious Sandinistas,among 
them the president of the Supreme 
Electoral Council, Mariano Fiallos, 
former dean of the National Universi¬ 
ty, and to also former dean Alejandro 
Serrano, present candidate for the 
Lenity Alliance. 

None of them accepted that cross. 

According to the new Ortega/San- 
dinista political platform, “once there 
is no war nor compulsory draft, be¬ 
cause the US will accept a Sandinista 
government... we’ll need to institute a 
government of workers and entrepre¬ 
neurs." 

For many Nicaraguans, this woo¬ 
ing of entrepreneurs, whom his broth¬ 
er Humberto threatened to hang from 
electricity - posts, is nothing new. For 
example, when leaving the ministry 
the President's brother stated: “I was¬ 
n’t foolish enough to leave riding a bi¬ 
cycle (chat is to say, poor).” 

It is believed that many Sandin¬ 
istas, among them Ortega himself, 
now posses a great deal of money, land 
and corporations deriving from the 
so-called “Sandinista money” gath¬ 
ered during the Ortega-Chamorro 
transition. 

In a nutshell, the former Sandin¬ 
ista guerrilla, who only a few years 
ago yelled “Workers to power!,” now 
propose a government of “workers 
and entrepreneurs,” and for that they 
have chosen cattle rancher Juan 
Manuel Caldera as their vice-presi¬ 
dential candidate. 

While Ortega is no longer the 
same man, as a result of the rude 
changes in politics, life has also 


for the past 10 years, and realizing 
that a heart attack could be induced 
under the situation and cause an end 
to my life at that stage. Thus as a hu¬ 
man being 1 had no option but to suc¬ 
cumb to the whims of the interroga¬ 
tors and made the statements they 
wanted about you...” 

To this correspondent and countless 
others, whom Obasanjo met and mused 
about the biggest global issues, the gen¬ 
eral was a powerful and impressive fig¬ 
ure. Sometimes his gentle words about 
democracy, good governance and eco¬ 
nomic egalitarianism seemed almost 
scripted and too good to be true. His 
secretive prison pronouncements 
sometimes sound the same way. Re¬ 
sponding to Colonel Bello-Fadile, 
Obasanjo said: “If God forgives me my 
sins, who am I not to forgive anybody 
who asks me for forgiveness. But for¬ 
giveness is of God, and you should ask 
God for forgiveness.” 

For public consumption, he has let 
groups like Amnesty' International 
and Human Rights Watch and even 
the United Nations do his talking. In 
a series of declarations and formal 
“whereas’s,” a panoply of internation¬ 
al groups have condemned, critiqued 
and berated the Abacha junta, and 
called for an international boycott of 
Nigeria. 

Privately in notes to friends, 
Obasanjo exhibits disquieting peace 
and fatalism. In his latest hand-writ¬ 


ten note smuggled out by a visitor, he 
describes his solitary situation where 
attacks of green flies and availability 
of water to bath with are his primary 
day-to-day concerns. “But my spirit 
and thoughts remain high, as my be¬ 
lief, principles and ideals remain valid 
and unperturbed...’’ 

If the 60-year old Obasanjo is in¬ 
deed “unperturbed,” his country and 
countrymen are not- Nigeria is the 
largest and richest nation in Africa 
based on bounteous. Ion’ sulfur oil 
deposits and an energetic Hausa and 
Ibo population Of 1 00 million. It is 
the tenth most populous country in 
the world, and its oil riches rank it 
fifth behind Russia, Saudi Arabia, In¬ 
donesia and Kuwait. 

But its corrupt leadership has 
more than muddied its waters. The 
plethora of foreign banks and multi¬ 
national companies that were attract¬ 
ed to Lagos in the 1980s have been 
largely driven out by the pressures for 
“kola” or grease to get things done. 
Much of the population has lost its 
way in the welter of threats, bribery 
and international disrepute, 

Obasanjo is only the most inter¬ 
nationally prominent victim of the 
regime. Weil known writers, journal¬ 
ists and activists have been jailed un- 
predictablv and often without 
charge. Last November, within six 
months of Obasanjo’s sentencing. 
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Iran’s “Little Satan" 

F ifteen years ago, the world's foremost out-of-office head-of-state was 
Abolhassen Bani-Sadr, the fugitive former president of Iran. His flight 
from Teheran to Paris was the stuff of headlines around the world. 

The most prominent progressive voice within the high circles of revo¬ 
lutionary Iran, the man the West was banking on to gradually open up his 
oil-rich nation, had come foil circle, back to the city where he had worked 
for 16 years on behalf of the then exiled Ayatollah RuhoUah Khomeni. 

Khomeni brought Bani-Sadr bade to Iran with him in 1979 after the flight 
of Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi,and helped his ascent to the office ofPres- 
ident. But Bani-Sadr proved to be a better revolutionary than a ruler, both 
as a practical matter and as a representative of the “re-Islamization” that 
Khomeni planned for bran. It soon became clear to the clerics that made up 
Khomeni's true power-base that Bani-Sadr had steeped himselfin Western 
notions of society and political moderation during his long exile. The)' soon 
dubbed him “the second Shah.” 

In spite of this, Bani-Sadr enjoyed considerable support from the mili¬ 
tary and the merchant classes—support he frittered away through inaction 
and long, self-pitying speeches. In 1980, Iraq’s Saddam Hussein gave Bani- 
Sadra second chance to consolidate power by invading IraiL This put Bani- 
Sadr in die spotlight as the military’s commander-in-chief^ at the same time 
highlighting the destructive consequences of clerical assaults on the army’s 
officer corps. Again, Bani-Sadr allowed the mullahs to regroup and mar¬ 
ginalize him. It was only when he was fleeing from arrest that he showed 
some of the boldness and decision that marked his first exile in Paris. 

In a dramatic story of Bani-Sadr’s flight and crossing into Turkish air¬ 
space moments before a flight of Iranian F-5 fighters caught up to the com¬ 
mandeered 707 ,Newsweek magazine concluded that Bani-Sadr and his few’ 
colleagues “probably will fade away in France, where they join the collec¬ 
tion of monarchists, militarists and republicans who offer competing claims 
to speak for the real bran.” 

The magazine's conclusion has proven accurate. Bani-Sadr’s wife heads 
an Iranian exile group, part of a competing chorus of disenfranchised Ira¬ 
nians with little apparent impact on events in Teheran, His fear that ex¬ 
tended exile would render lum impotent turned out to be prescient, though 
the sheer paranoia of Iran’s leadership occasionally dignifies Bani-Sadr’s 
opposition with a harsh verbal attack. 

So the man who captured global headlines in 1981 has tided away 
to the degree that no W&rldPaper correspondent in Europe was prepared 
to contribute a profile of his activities. They didn’t know enough about his 
current life and tunes, and couldn’t readily discover it. 

—By Crocker Snow Jr. 


changed his appearance. 

Ortega, who during his past presi¬ 
dential campaign appeared as a rock- 
and-roll singer, wearing jeans and 
flowered shirts and jumping up and 
down with his red and black Sandin¬ 
ista banner, is suffering from a blood 
disorder that makes him sluggish and 
taciturn. 

No Nicaraguan doctor dares say 
what ails him: his health is in the 
hands of his Cuban doctors, who see 
him at least twice a year in Havana. 

T.ike his health, the legacy Ortega Js 
campaigning on is mixed. Even though 
the Ortega regime left Nicaraguans 
with bitter memories, such as the death 
of thousands of young draftees and 
food rationing, he did give way to 
democracy celebrating free elections, 
accepting his defeat and peacefully 
transferring power to Chamorro. 

But for many political observers, “it 


is unlikely that the Nicaraguan people 
will ever forget” the tragedies of his 
regime, and this is why, regardless of 
the present economic crisis, with un¬ 
employment over 60 percent in some 
areas, it is difficult to believe that he 
will win the October 20 election. 

Ramirez , his fiercest detractor 
within the Sandinistas, states that Or¬ 
tega’s attitude, that caused the divi¬ 
sion of the party”, has doomed the 
FSLN to “eternal opposition.” 

But many also admit that Aleman 
will be unable to rule without some 
sort of agreement writh the Sandin¬ 
istas. Even though the present admin¬ 
istration, backed by the US, tried to 
remove politics from what is now the 
Army of Nicaragua, the military has 
not lost all its Sandinista roots.® 

Filadelfo Aleman writes for the 
Associated Press from Managua. 
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Promises kept rather than expectations met 


die writer Ken Saro Wiwa and eight 
others leaders of the small Ogoni 
tribe who had been protesting the 
desecration of their tribal lands by 
multinational oil companies were ex¬ 
ecuted by hanging. The nauon that 
was seen as the potential progressive 
model for Africa a decade ago has, in 
short order, joined the league of the 
internationally damned. 

In a missive to the intemauonal 
community stardng wich the words, 
-Life could not be worse than tills in 
Nigeria/* the coordinator of the Free 
Obasanjo Campaign Committee 
takes the outside world to task for its 
ineffective posturing. -Those na¬ 
tions—including the United States, 
Britain, Germany. France. Italy. The 
Netherlands. Belgium.Japan and 
China—which have the moral, eco¬ 
nomic and polidcal clout to influ¬ 
ence events in Nigeria continue to 
place their business interests far 
above the suffe rings of the millions 
of victims of Abache's misrule and 


Cory Aquino put Philippines 
on the right political track 


repression. 

Obasanjo's current predicament 
stands as a sorry symbol of his coun¬ 
try's travails. Looking at it on a con¬ 
tinental scale, ids the height of irony 
that, in the years since 1990 when 
Africa got one of its great men of 
conscience, Nelson Mandela, out of 
a South African jail to engineer the 
peaceful end of apartheid and be¬ 
come a beacon of hope For all op¬ 
pressed, the continents other princi¬ 
pled and universally recognized 
international leader has taken his 
place in prison in the continent’s 
richest country.®* 


Crocker Snow Jr. is editor-in-chief 
of The IVorUPaper. 


By Carlson Ong 

o movie script in Hollywood, 
or elsewhere, could have laid it 
out any better: the widow chal¬ 
lenging her murdered husband’s 
long-time political foe to R£pt 
an electoral showdown, ^jgjj 
nuns sitting on ballot boxes, a ijfTj 
disputed vote, a military mutiny, lvIAl 
a prelate calling the faithful out 
to die streets, civilians with flowers and 
rosaries facing down tanks and 
marines, the diseased dictator fleeing 
in disgrace and the lady in yellow tak¬ 
ing her oath of office amid her ragtag 
band. 

It was the stuffoflegend, it was the 
finest of fantasies; political revolt made 
for global TV. Such thin g didn’t hap¬ 
pen in the real world, where power pro¬ 
ceeded from the barrel of a gun. 

Cory Aquino graced the cover of 
Time magazine and the Philippines 
was home to the u people power” revo¬ 
lution. The memory of EDSA, that 
thoroughfare in Manila where the un¬ 
armed forces of “‘good” apparently tri¬ 
umphed over “evil” during those four 
fateful days in February 1986, lingers. 

But leaders, no matter how popular 
or charismatic, must face the daunting 
task of meeting the aspirations—or fan¬ 
tasies—of multitudes divided along 
ideological, ethnic and sundry lines. 
The societal wounds opened in the 
waning years of the Marcos regime 
scarred both civil society and the mili¬ 
tary. The regime’s unceremonious col¬ 
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lapse exacerbated tensions among hos¬ 
tile factions. To this day, a widely satis¬ 
factory accounting of the spoils of war 
remains elusive. The two urgent issues 
that aroused public passion during the 
jjjfG three years leading up to Mar- 

- cos’ downfall—the murder of 

Ninoy Aquino, and recovery of 
the Marcos'loot—are far from 
being resolved ■ - 

four years after Cory 
Aquino’s retirement. 

Those who expected 
radical social reform from 
the Aquino government 
are largely disappointed. 

Aquino came to power be¬ 
hind a broad coalition of *4 

forces representing a wide 
spectrum of political per- 

suasions. The radical left, ,__—- 

however, chose to boycott ^ £ 

the “snap elections” called I 
by Marcos in 1986, and 
the bulk of Aquino sup¬ 
porters came from the 
middle class, backstopped 
by anti-Marcos business 
people and the Catholic 
Church. 

From the outset, van- 
ous personalities and po¬ 
litical troops wrestled for 

the soul of the Aquino . 

government under the continuing 
threat of military mutiny. A few months 
into the “Cory” administration, troops 
loyal to Marcos staged a short-lived 


putsch at the Manila Hotel where they 
declared Marcos’ erstwhile running 
mate, Arturo Tolentino, as “acting 
president.” For their antics, the 40 or 
so soldiers were ordered to do 50 push¬ 
ups by then Secretary ofDefense, Fidel 
Ramos. Not long after, troops opened 
fire at leftist Burners demonstrating out¬ 
side Malacanang Palace, killing scores. 



and prompting several prominent 
figures to quit the fledgling govern¬ 
ment. 

The next five years would witness 


several more power grabs and count¬ 
less changes in the cabinet as Aquino 
walked a tightrope. Somewhere along 
the way she owed her immediate sur¬ 
vival to US Phantom jets which thun¬ 
dered across Philippine skies to “dis¬ 
suade” her military enemies from 
furthering their misadventure. It was a 
debt many thought had clipped 
Aquino's own political wings. 

In the end, Aquino settled for less 
imposing personalities on her team, a 
less ambitious social agenda, and con¬ 
servative economics. President Aquino 
eventually reneged on two major posi¬ 
tions upon which she founded her own 
campaign against Marcos: repudiation 
of all unlawful or “tainted'’ foreign 
debt, and termination of the defense 
pact with the US. 

§, Her detractors say 

U that coming from a land¬ 
owning clan herself, 
Aquino could not be ex¬ 
pected to institute gen¬ 
uine agrarian reform and 
that her political debts to 
the Catholic hierarchy 
had caused her to virtual¬ 
ly kill off the population 
control program during 
her incumbency. Her 

^ - own family’s decision to 

turn their Hacienda 
• Luisita into an “agro-in¬ 
dustrial” estate, issuing 
shares instead of land to 
w tenant farmers, was 

- _| pounced on by left-wing 

| critics. 

q There is little doubt 
I that Aquino had massive 
^ | popular support when she 

- — first came to office, and 
that such popularity might have been 
parlayed into deeper social reform by a 
leader more daring and less conservative. 
But given the forces ranged against her 


then, she did wdl to accomplish the main ✓ 
feat that anyone in her place might have W 
aspired to: to last her term. / 

The fact is Aquino scuttled the Mar- ' 
cos-mandated constitution, disem- 
powered the martial law-era legislature, 
made mayors and governors across the 
country accountable, had a new con¬ 
stitution written up and ratified by the 
majority and reestablished the basis for — 
government in the republic. These 
took more gumption than many lead- ^ p? 
ers anywhere in the world can manage. 

And so too did keeping charge of the 
palace while mutinous tanks rammed . - 
the gates. Finally, she abided by her ' , - 
promise to step down from office after 
her term and to seek neither exertion 
nor reelection. 

Aquino promised to unseat Marcos . 
and to reestablish democratic institu- . .. 
tions. This she did. 

A decade after the revolt many FB- .. 
ipinos still disagree as to what did, did ' - . 
not, and could have happened before, 
during and after EDSA. Cory Aquino is ,... 
back in the news along with Cardinal Sin 
urging supporters to denounce electoral 
fraud. It mig ht be a role that many find j 
more befitting her. Cory, the moral era- .. 
sader, seems likelier than President 
Aquino, the economic manager.® 


* * 
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Carlson Ong is a lecturer at 
the University of the Philippines 
Department of Literature. 
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YOU’LL RECEIVE 

THE 'WARMEST 

WELCOME 


The University of Southern Mississippi 
Language Institute 


University of California, Riverside 


Established in 1947 


INTERNATICHVAL PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS 


►-New Medical School" 
- (American-Type) ■— 
Central America 


AT ONE OF THE BEST 


UNIVERSITIES IN THE USA 

NATIONAL 

UNIVERSITY 


9 * Experienced ESL instructor 

• Auditing of University courses 
• Conversation partners 
■ TOEFL preparation 
* Language and computer laboratories 

• Eight week Academic Program 
• Four week Conversation/Culture Program 
■ Eight week Executive Business Program 
• Arranged programs for special groups 


2- to 4-WEEK 



CERTIFICATE 


PROGRAftAS 



English La n gu a ge Institute, The University of Southern Mississippi 
Box 5065, Hattiesburg, MS 39406-5065 
TeL (601) 266-4337. Fax (601) 266-5723 



UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 

Law 

■The Amsocan Legai Sxsm (Iamut 14-25, iw] 

MANAGEMENT 

■ Human Resoukes Management (0a tt-Nmi 15,1W61 

■ hrawmauL Banking aw Finance (Nmon 4-23,1996) 
■Makagement fob hnsNuioNAt Executives [FwuMr3-i4, 1996) 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT & ENERGY 

■ EnWONMNOL POUUBON faVMMM ft Corona pa 7 -N« iraq 
■G15 -Geoguphc Information SYsms ptomaatis, 1996) 

CUSTOMIZED PROGRAMS 

■ CUSKMHXSGNB) PROGRAMS AVAUWYEAH0UN0 


Health Sciences Untaustty 
BeSze, Central America 


KNOWLEDGE - OPPORTUNITY - SUCCESS 


Belize, Central America 

• 4 year M.D. degree 
program m English ^ 

•W.H.0. Listed 

• Clerkships Available *»■ applicants 
Immediately 

• Basic Science Classes 

begin May and Sepl 1096 r v ” 

• Transfer students specially welcomed 

• Reasonable Tuition and living Expenses 

• Beautiful Country near World resorts 
Can cun and Cozumel 


JOSS" 
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For Information: U.S. office 
2415 Montana Awe, 

B Paso, TX 79903 USA 
Tel (915) 532 7958 Fax (915) 5444353 



National University offers you the best combination of 
academic excellence and the American experience on seven 
campuses in picture-perfect, resort-like California. For more 
information, call 1-619-563-7212, fix 1-619-563-7393. or 
reach us on the WWW at http://www.nu.edu 


Spartan Health 
Sciences University 
School of Medicine 
in St. Lucia, West Indies 

* Classes starting Sept, Jan. & May 

* 36 Months Undergraduate program 
leading to the Doctor of Medicine degree 

* Bachelors degree required 

* W.H.0. Listed/Instruction in English 

for information: U.S. Office 
6600 Boeing Drive, Suite L-201, 

El Paso. Texas 79926 USA 
TeL (915) 778- 6309 Fax: (915) 77M328 
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WE’LL GIVE YOU THE WORLD 
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» No Qaasro o m a nc a tfa ncc—borne wndv progranu 

• Credit for wort experience 

« Accelerated Degree program*—i degree can be 
earned in 1 cm than one year 

• Partial scfaoianlnp. Low binon 

Mail or fax reoau/C. F. fir free evokuttwm 



message, your product, or yofir service al an affordable price. 
One ad can reach more than one nnUioa people. 

For more, information contact 

" TfeWiddPapeic, .- • 

. • 210 World Trade Center, Boston, MA 02210 USA. ■ 


IMMIGRATION TO CANADA 



Caiadan Immigration Lawyer wi prepare 
Visa appficatito and conduct jd) seatii for 
prospective immigrants. Very reasonable 
fees. Contact Leonard Simcoe, Ref. W, 
1255 Laird Blvd, Sute 208, Mount Royal, 
Quebec, Canada H3P2T1. 

Fax (514) 739-0795 


• U.S. Nat’s & World Report ranked National University 
as one of Americas best colleges and universities 

■ NU offers more than 45 Undergraduate and Graduate 
academic degrees 

• Year-round admission, classes start every month 

• Bachelors degrees can be completed in 36 months 
and Masters degrees in 12 to 17 months 

• One-dass-a-month format 


• National University's English lang uage program 
waives the TOEFL 


• Intensive English language program for academic 
or professional development 

• Use of the latest technology in the curriculum 

• Accredited by Western Association of Schools & Colleges 

• Money Magazine picked National University as one of the 
best collegiate values in the United Scares 


!|XI! NATIONAL 
itlTOi UNIVERSITY 


4141 Camirvo del Rio South, San Diego. CA 92108 
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READERS Please make appropriate inquiries before entering 
into a binding commitment financially or otherwise in relation to 
an advertisement. World Times, Inc shall not be liable to any 
person for loss or damage inclined through any advertisement 
published in The WorldPaper 



We make sure that you will 
Manage! 


The Maastricht School of Management announces 
three Executive Programmes: 


- Management for General Managers 
-Industrial Project Cycle Management 


3 January -10 April 1997 


For Information: 


Associate Dean for Executive Programmes 
Maastricht School of Management fMSM) 

PX). Box 1203 
6201 BE Maastricht 
The Netherlands 
Fax: ++3143 3618330 


Uaiversfly Degrees! 

Economical home study for Bach¬ 
elor’s, Master's. Doctorate, licensed by 
the California State Council for Pri¬ 
vate Postsecondary and Vocational 
Education. Prestigious faculty coun¬ 
sels for independent individualized, 
at-a-distance education. Free informa¬ 
tion: Richard Crews, MD. (Harvard), 
President Columbia Pacific Uni¬ 
versity, Dept 3G56 1415 Third 
Street San Rafael, CA 9490L (800) 
552-5522 or (415) 459-1650. 


UNDP Office of Development Studies 



Berkeley 

Summer 

Sessions 


Open enroBmefit 
E«m Berkeley Credit 
Ow 300 counts in So 
academic dbdpOms. 


199^ Summer 
Sessions Calendar 


osi 6 Week Session 
10 Week Session 
S Week Session 
2 nd 6 Week Session 
3 Week Session 


May 28 * 1*5 

|iaw m Align rt iCi 

line lpAnfiBt ifi 

JlAySnABIHStlS 
inty 29 -AufBstiti 


To receive a free catalog call 
I- 8 OO-G 0 T 0 UCB $n the US), or 
I- 51 O- 642-5611 


The newly launched ODS publications series addresses emeremg 
global challenges by focusing on two major themes 

•sustainable human development in the global market place: how can 
it work; 

• development cooperation in the 21st century, going beyond aid. 
Available titles: 

Discussion Paper 1: Sustainable Human Development: Concepts and 
Priorities by Sudhir Anand and Amartya K. Sen. 

Discussion Paper 2: Reconciling Economic Reform and Sustainable 
Human Development: Social Consequences of Neo-Liberalism by 
Lance Taylor and Ute Pieper. 

Discussion Paper 3: Health Implications of Economic Polices: 

A Framework for Analysis by Sudhir Anand and 
Lincoln Chen. 

Discussion Paper 4: Rival States, Rival Firms: Haw Do People Fit 
In ? The Global Employment Challenge by Isabelle G run berg 
Discussion Paper 5: Beyond the “East Asian Miracle “An Asian 
View by Izumi Ohno 

Discussion Paper 6: Aid in the 21st Century by Roger Riddell 
Discussion Paper 7: New Approaches to Development Cooperation 
by Keith Griffin and Terry McKinley. 

Discussion Paper 8: Managing Capital Flows m Latin America 
by Manuel Agosin and Ricardo Ffrench-Davis. 

Lecture l: 1995 Paul Hoffman Lecture by Oscar Arias Sanchez 

Roundtable Report 1: The Next Millennium; Cities for People in 
a Globalizing World 

Forthcoming Discussion Papers will cover a range of topics related 
to private financing for s usta i nab le development including private 
investment for the environment and for human development. 


tofatay Sunmw Sessions 
22 Wheeler Hall fioso 
Butoby, CA 94720-1080 


hRp^/MAvMuinmetbcrkcIcycdu 


For further information, contact Inge Haul . Director. 

Offic e <>f Development Studies 

Otic IS Plaza Nciv York. \‘Y 100)7 
Call: 717 . 212 - 006 - 5 Of ,4 or 

PaO-r-m ti: Mo-wbra^T), /,,;^ !)ir< < tor. at 2(2-9Sh-OS76: Fax. 21 
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Programs on JTV 
from 10-16 August 



MMA» 

HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

*r a, PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 

18 SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
■ ( all have a silting & dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite 
channels: direct telephone a kitchen with all utensils you may need) 
dr Suitable prices, 
m- We give you 24 hrs services 

m- Enjoy & Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our 
Coffee shop at Terras. 

WAIT US J0$JM0$£ SWFRJSES 

Tta'a Alali Tel. 83717S - 837172 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Moomin 
uino promise A 3:J0—Pumpkin Patch 
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"New Medical: 
(AroerimTjfl 
Central Anata 
Health Sciences ltt«i 
Belize. Central turn 
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5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—The Torkelsons 
SsOO—■*The Alb tun Show 
8:45—Miami Vice 
9:10—Prism (local) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold and the 
Beautiful 

11:10—Feature Rim: Stormy 
Weather, waning: CybiU Shep¬ 
herd and Robert Beltran 

SUNDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—The Mask 
3:30—Bush School 
3:45—Mac and Mu (ley 
4:00—Italian Soccer 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Cinema, Cinema 
8 : 00 —The American Chart 
Show 

8:45— Special Documentary 
on the occasion of HM’s ac¬ 
cession to the throne. 

9:10—Black's Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25— Frencbie 
11:10—The Boston Pops Or¬ 
chestra 

MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On The 
Rainbow Pond 
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3 JO—Richie Rich 

4:00—Playabout 

4:10—Gillette World Special 

4:25—Hey Dad 

5:00—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:35—The Hypnotic World 

of Paul Mckenna 

8:00—Milner Fenwick 

8:15—.Matlock 

9:10—Red Arrows over 

America 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Mancuso FBI 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—Captain Planet 
3:45—Hot Shots 
4:10—Bob Morrison show 
4:30—AIT 

5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Blossom 
8:00—Documentary 
8:45—Varieties 
8:30—Encounter 
9:10—S tar Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Homan Target 
11:15—Hawai 5-0 
11:45—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Flintstones 
3:45—The New Three Stoog¬ 
es 

4:10— Kelly 

4:30—The Earth Revealed 

5:00—French Programs 
. : L‘ ip -Jfc 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 
1 Ewe's caB 
4 Moves 
sfightty 
9 Fake 

14 Refs 
refaafve 

15 Courtyard 

16 Oriental 
nurses 

17 Tongue — 
(wooden 
blade) 

19 Famous 
Egyptian 

20 Connection 

21 Try out 

23 Before 

24 Arm pan 

26 Succeed 

27 AdtSct 

28 Euphemism 

29 Main 

31 Greek letter 

32 Secretary ot 
State 

33 Gloss 


37 Nebraska 
city 

39 Wonder 

40 Loud 
firework 

41 Circle ol light 

42 Codidge 

43 SmaBfish 

45 Bristle 

46 Low down 

49 Table scraps 

50 Addon 

51 Eng. course 

52 Small insect 

53 UtUe pest 

54 Act the ham 
56 Small 

measure 

60 Lucky 
number 

61 Musketeer 
name 

52 Once — 
blue moon 

63 Deal with 

64 Take over 

65 GnmaUun 


□OWN 

1 Future 
bower 

2 Soul: Fr. 

3 Jobseeker 

4 Worn out 

5 Chore 

6 Pronoun 

7 Being 
disorderly 


8 Most tender 

9 Speedy 

10 -i — 
Camera’ 

11 Puts on 
freight 

12 Pomon 

13 Chemical 

compound 
18 Chance 
22 Submissive 

24 Puppy 

25 Brno 
again 

26 Holdback 

27 Arm bone 
29 Large kettle 


30 Flying 
pietix 

32 tsraefc dance 

34 Odd 

35 Lift up spirit 

36 Take it easy 
38 Courtroom 

procedure 
41 Biblical 
tribesman 

44 Plays 

45 Catch 

46 Favored 

47 One who 
points 

48 Oven 

50 Stood if> 

52 Man 

53 Josip — 
(Tito) 

55 Social 
function 

57 Greek letter 

58 Literary 

collection 

59 Wrestler's 
milieu 
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Kirk Douglas in A Lovely Way to Die, on Friday at 10:25 pm 


7:30—News Headlines 
7 J5—Evening Shade 
8:00— Super Sutra of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 
11:10—Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Double Dragon 
3:30—The New Thre Stooges 
3:35—NBA Basketball 
4:35—Take Your Pick 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Carol 4 Company ,. 


8:00—-Tara lata 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Deadly 
Invasion, starring: Robert Hays 
ifcNancy Stafford 
12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Dumb and Dumber 
3:30—Bush School 
3:45—Name your Adventure 
4:10—Crystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains • 

8:00— Nasty Boys 
8:45— Secret Weapons 


10:00—News at Ten 
10:25^-Feature Film: 

A Lovely Way to Die, starring: 
Kirk Douglas & Koscina 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins aniraes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Serie 

Chateau VaJlon 
7:00 —Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 
« France • 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins anim us 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devani moi 
5 JO—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

La marche du si&clc 
-Le fond de fair 
effraie •. lire panic 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 
Cinq sur cinq 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devani moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

La marehc du siecle 
• Le fond de l ‘air 
effraie *, 2eme panic 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins amines 


5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Varietes 

Reinette I'Oranaise 
Un programme 
consacre u la chanieuse 
algcrienne Reinette 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuala 

MERCRED1 

5:00—Documemaire 

"La Franee owe 1000 
villages•> 

5J0—Varietes 

L’invite de marque 
■Jimmy Cliff - 
6:00—Documentaire 
«Roule routier * 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDI 

5:00—Divertissement 

a Le festival mondial 
du cirque * 

5 JO—Divertissement 
Surprise Surprise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
UshuaTa 
8:00—Vari&es 
Tara tala 
•Simple minds» 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—’Telefilm 

•Aventure Jans le 
grand Non1- 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la lerre 
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{ Programs are subject to change by JTV ( 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The moon in 
Aquarius will help you ponder deli¬ 
cate mechanical and scientific intrica¬ 
cies. 

Aries (March 21-Aprfl 19). Don’t 
ignore an older person’s instructions 
or you’ll be in trouble. Get a friend to 
help you with your work. A sharp 
comment could cut deep, so watch 
your mouth. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Make 
your move early. You’ll be stuck in a 
traffic jam soon. A friend comes to 
your rescue. You can return the fa\or. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Count 
your pennies so you’ll know how 
much you can spend on travel. Cater 
to an older person's whims so you 
can go out with your friends. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Confer 
with your partner and set the week’s 
agenda. Money troubles could plague 
you unless you’ve planned ahead. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You and 
your mate can solve a massive prob¬ 
lem, if you put your heads together. 
Financing’s available — shop around 
for the best deal. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Stan the 
week with a breakfast date. Your 
workload’s intense. There won’t be 
time to play. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Don’t 
fake a hassle at home too seriously. 
Conversations could lead to romance, 
if you’re interested. Let friends drag 
you off on a wonderful adventure. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). This is 
a tough period. Relax with a cuddly, 
compassionate type. A soak in a hoi 
tub’s a good idea. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Write the rent check first, so you 
don’t forget. A fascinating subject 
soaks up your attention. Be available 
for domestic consultation more than 
usual. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If 
you need money, ask for iL Be really 
careful in stores that sell technical 
gadgets — you may decide you need 
one of each. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
You’ll get nagged preuy severely if 
you haven't done something you 
promised. An argument with an arro¬ 
gant know-it-all could lead to a rela¬ 
tionship. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Heed 
an old friend’s advice. You may find 
yourself in a bureaucratic mess. Take 
your time, and don’t lose your cool. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: This is one of those 
dues-paying years. Don’t gripe, 
you’re building good skills. 

O |Wb.Tnbune Media Senior* 


PERKY & BEANZ by Russell Myere 



ELWOOD by Ben Templeton & Tom Forman 
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CATFISH by Fred Wagner & Tom Cone 




Unscramble these Four wonts, one 
Idler In end square, lo form four 
ordinary words 


1 MULBA 


nn 

I v 

— 


cm pbuw M«a» 5«w w» . 


ULI 

QT 



n 

r 'V 


E2SES3 


mn 


HIRSLE 


irrr 



ft mates you too* t&mar 



WHy TH£ Hteae- 
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Now arrange ihe drded tellers to form 
the surprise answ er, ns suggested by Ar 
above cartoon. 
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Today’s grief is greatly 
increased by memories of 
bener times. 

• • • 

Humans love fiction because 
they recognize it as the inven¬ 
tion of a greater truth. 

• • • 

Better to be bitten by a 
swarm of insects than to feel 
the panes of guilL 

• • • 

Some people let their heads 
rule their heans, while others 
lead with their hearts. The 
trick is to get them working 
together at the same time. 

• • • 

Of life's many lessons, 
humility is the one that must 
be learned again and again. 

■ • ■ 

To mediocre people, medi¬ 
ocrity seems an excellent 
thing. 

O |P«l Tnbtn Meita Service-. 



"DIABOUQUE" (Warner, $100.71): The original 
French thriller has been remade a number of times with TV 
versions and other variations, hi Che latest edition, Sharon 
Stone and Isabelle Adjani play ladies who plot to kill the 
man (Chazz Palminteri) who has abused them both — but 
their scheme takes unexpected turns. Kathy Bates also stars 
as the police detective investigating the homicide. ** (R: 
AS, P V) 

"OTHELLO” (Columbia/TriStar, $100.71): The Shake¬ 
spearian classic gets another screen workout, with Laurence 
Fishbume faring nicely with the challenge of portraying the 
Mom- of Venice. The man he deems his closest friend, lago 
(Kenneth Branagh), informs Othello that the latter’s wife 
Desdemona (Irene Jacob, of "Red”) has been unfaithful... 
thereby sowing seeds of discord that bode ill for all of them. 
*** (R: AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: "EYE FOR AN EYE” (Paramount. 
$99.12): Veteran director John Schlesinger’s drama casts 
Sally Field as a wo man obsessed with exacting revenge on 
the felon (Kiefer Sutherland) who assaulted and killed her 
HanghiFT in the family’s home. Ed Harris plays Field's hus¬ 
band, who worries that she'll take justice into her own 
bands; Joe Mantegna also stars as the police detective 
assigned to the case. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

"RUMBLE IN THE BRONX” (New Line. $10165): He’s 
been an international superstar for a long time, but action 
icon Jackie Chan had a hard time cracking the American 
market... until this showcase for Us abilities was released. 
Doing all of his own stunts, he plays a Hong Kong police¬ 
man who travels to New York City to help a shopkeeper 
(Anita Mui) in warding off a gang of vicious extortionists. 
* m * (R: AS, P, V) 

"MR. AND MRS. LOVING” (Hallmark, $91.12): Timo¬ 
thy Hutton and “ Waiting to Exhale's" Lela Roc boo star in 
this made-for-Showtime drama, based on the true story of a 
couple whose interracial wedding in the Virginia of the 
1960s made them criminals, according to that state’s laws at 
the time. They ultimately went to the Supreme Court about 
that; Ruby Dee also is featured. *** (Not rated: AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: "BARB WIRE' ' (PolyGram, Aug. 6j: 
Pamela Anderson Lee plays the futuristic heroine in the live- 
action adaptation of the comic book. (R and unrated ver¬ 
sions; 

“ BLACK SHEEP" (Paramount, Aug. 6): After teaming 
in "Tommy Boy. ’ ’ "Saturday Night Live ” alumni Chris Far¬ 
ley and David Spade are back together in this comedy. (PG- 
13) 

“DOWN PERISCOPE" ( Fox, Aug. 6): Kelsey Gramma- 
stars as die commander of a submarine with a rather offbeat 
crew; Lauren Holly also appears. (PG-13) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity; P, profanity; V, violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 096. Tdboe Mote Soviees 


Bridge 


Keep In Touch 
By Tannah Hirsch 

Neither vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
46432 
VJ64 
O Q 104 
*943 

WEST 
* J87 

OAKQ9732 
09 
*85 

SOUTH 

* A K Q 10 9 5 
<?105 
OA63 

* AS 


EAST 

* Void 
V 8 

OKJ8752 

* Q J10 7 6 2 


The bidding; 


West 

4V 

Pass 


North 

Pass 

Pass 


East 

Pass 

Pass 


South 

4* 


Opening lead: King of 

Every once in a while we come across a hand of rare beau¬ 
ty. This hand was analyzed perfectly by the great British 
writer Terence Reese. 

The auction needs little comment With seven probable 
playing tricks. West opened in accordance with the Rule of 
Two and Three at this vulnerability, but could not shut South 
out of the auction. At four spades there were nine sure tricks, 
and the only chance to set up a 10th was in diamonds. 

West attacked with three high heans, declarer taking care 
to ruff the third with the nine of trumps. Trumps were drawn 
in three rounds, and declarer then obtained an almost com¬ 
plete count of the hand by cashing the ace and king of clubs. 
When West followed to all those tricks, 12 of the defender’s 
cards were known. South could now make the contract if 
West’s 13th card was either the king, jack or nine of dia¬ 
monds. 

Declarer led a low diamond and, when West produced the 
nine, declarer ducked in dummy! East could not afford to 
overtake without setting up a finesse position in diamonds for 
declarer, so West was left on lead, trapped in an endplay. (If 
East overtakes and returns a club, declarer ruffs high, enters 
dummy by leading the five of spades to the six and then leads 
the queen of diamonds for a finesse.) On the forced heart 
return, declarer ruffed in dummy and digrar ririri a diam ond 
from hand, and lost only two heart dicks and a diamond 

Note that the end position became possible only because 
declarer had ibe foresighi to ruff the third heart with the nine! 

O 1996. Tribune Media Savxxs 
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Happiness is no 
laughing matter! 


O 1996. Tribute Meta Service* 
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Yasser Arafat hausse le ton contre la colonisation 

9Accusant murdi le Premier ministre israilien de -csaboter le processus de paix* en autorisant la reprise de 
la colonisation juive dans les territoires occupis, Yasser Arafat s 'esc monrri paraculierement virulent poor 
denoncer ce qu’ila qualifii de * violation flagrante de toils nos accords de paix*. .... , . .. 

Vendredi dernier, le conseil israilien des ministrcs, reuni a Jerusalem, a levi le gel partiel de jacoloiusation, 
qui avail Hi dicreti par le gouvemement Yitzhak Rabin sous la pression des Etats Unis, en 199-. En ^ 

supprimant toute une sirie d’obstacles administrates pour la construction dans les implantations, Israel s est 
donne les moyens de developper la colonisation juive des territoires palestiniens. _ ■ a- 

La colire du president Palestinian itait aussi atimentee par les recentes propos du Premier ministre israeuen 
concemant le redeployment d’Bebron. «Si les Palestiniens honorent leurs engagement, nous poumrat 
negocier avec eux dans les prochaines semaines une sirie de questions et notamment Hebron* a declare 
lundi M.Netanyahou. Un sujet sur lequel les Palestiniens ne souhaitent plus discuter. est inacceptable de 

renegocier des" points sur lesquels nous sommes tombes d’accord »* a diclari Ahmad Qouriea, negociateur 
palestinien cftargd de la question d'Hibron. _ , . . 

Selon la presse israilienne, le rediploiement d’Bibron poumtit avoir lieu fin aout, sod cinq mots apres la ame 
iuJuh. At /or /..on rA ivmSKCU P to onirvomomoitt insiste sur In nicessite d accompagner ce 


oeiOfl tu preyse is rue u f rut e 7 rtruepivm/iKru u jlmcui i//* jiuwm km* -- 1 - * 

1 / p ■ j O privue dans les accord terael-OLP* Le gouvemement israelien insiste sur la nicessite d’accompagner ce 

supplement en irancais au star rediploiement de mesures propres it garantir la sicuriti des 400 colons juifs (noire photo) vivant au 
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Le fait que ses as¬ 
sertions soient correcres ou 
ncm ou que ses arguments 
serveni ou non la cause 
arabe semblent tlnalement 
peu importer. Du jour au 
iendemain. le philosophe 
fran^ais Roger Garaudy. 
rejell par son pays qui le 
considfere comme un nlga- 
tionnislc. est devenu un 
hlros dans le monde arabe 
apres avoir remis en cause 
certains dements de 
rHolocauste et de 
l'Histoire du peuple juif 
dans son livre Les mythes 
fonJateurs de la politique 
israilienne. 

En loumbe au Proche- 
Orrent. il vient de faire 
cette semaine une halte en 
Jordanie oil il a donnl plu- 
sieurs conferences. Sans 
doute dit-il quelques v£ri- 
tls au milieu de son floi de 
paroles. Mais il est difficile 
k croire que des milliers de 
personnes viennent de 
toute la Jordanie pour ac- 
cueilfir et applaudir un per- 
sonnage qui critique la pol¬ 
itique americaine ou 
israelienne. Au lieu 
d'encourager massivement 
un prltendu historien qui 
jette un doute sur 
('existence de I Holocauste. 
ne serait-il pas plus utile 
pour nous q'u’il tenfe de 
convaincre les Francois ou 
les Europeens du bien- 
fondl de la cause arabe. 

En fait, il est inutile 
pour nous. Arabes et mu- 
sulmans. de prendre la 
peine d'honorer quelqu’un 
comme Garaudy simple- 
ment parce qu'il vient con¬ 
firmer la theoric du com- 
plot que nous aimons tant 
et qui nous permet de faire 
endosser la responsabilitl 
de tous nos problemes aux 
imperialisms et aux sio- 
nistes. 

La theorie selon laquelle 
les madias franfais 
wenjuives" ne laissent pas 
parler Garaudy est ab- 
surde. Sous ce prltexte, 
nous acceptons nous 
d'dcouter ses banalites et 
ses absurditls. 

Le fait que les Etats- 
Unis soient une super- 
puissance n'est pas 
franchement une revela¬ 
tion et nous rlplter. 
comme l'a fait Garaudy k 
Amman, que le sionisme et 
I'implriaiteme sont !a base 
de tous nos maux ne vas 
pas nous sauver. 

Roger Garaudy n'est pas 
venu en Jordanie pour 
nous presenter des idles 
nouvelles. En fait, il a rc- 
pris le credo que ies 
Arabes affectionnent lanu 
consistam a critiquer 
l'Occident et k le rendre re- 
sponsable de tout. 

De plus, les sympathi- 
sants de la cause Garaudy 
qui reprocheni 5 la France 
de l'a voir privl dc toute li¬ 
berty d’expression oublient 
que des millions d'Arabes 
n'ont a ucun droit de parole 
et il peine le droit de rlfll- 
chir k certains sujets. Us 
oublient que certains 
d'entre eux sont eux- 
memes responsables de 
{'usage incessant du terro- 
risme. 

Les 6:rivains et les d£- 
lenseurs des droits de 
1’Homme ont oublie qu'ils 
n'ont rien fait contre des 
faiwas pro nonces h 
I'encontre de certains intcl- 
lectuels arabes qui avoient 
eu le malheur de critiquer 
ies politiques de certains 
gouvememems et avaiem 
donne leur opinion. 

Arreter de boire du 
coca-cola, comme le 
sugg&re Roger Garaudy 
Ions de ses conferences, 
n'est sfiremem pas la solu¬ 
tion ^ tous nos problemes. 
Pour une fois, nous devons 
refl^chir a la cause rdelle 
dc nos souffrances ct ne 
pas se lourner vers un soi- 
disant dfifenscur de la 
cause arabe qui sc plait a 
r£p£tcr des discours que 
nous aimons entendre de¬ 
pute toujours.H 

Sa'eda Kilani 


Jordanie 


M.Kabariti planche encore sur le pain 

Depuis maintenant deux mois, le gouvemement jordanien reflechit a 
la fagon dont il peut annoncer la hausse du prix du pain a la popu¬ 
lation. Une mesure qui, selon lui, ne devrait pas concemer les Jor- 
daniens qui seront dedommages, contrairement aux etrangers. 


Rencontre Hussein/Netanyahou 

Le roi Hussein en mediateur 


Des que le cabinet du 
Premier ministre Abdel Karim 
Kabariti est arrive au pouvoir. 
la population a pu note toute 
une s6rie d'augment aliens 
s'appiiquant au prix "de 1'eau. de 
i'tfleclricte. du t£I£phone. 

R6sign&. les citoyens jorda- 
niens ont accept^ ces decisions. 

Il n'en est par contre pas du 
tout ainsi en ce qui ccnceme le 
pain. L'annonce de l'augmen- 
tation de cet element indispens¬ 
able de I'alimentation a entraind 
depuis deux mois une impor- 
tante polemique dans le pays. 
Apits plusieurs annonces, la 
premiere faisant etat d'un triple- 
ment soudain de cette denrfie, 
le gouvemement envisage au- 
joundliui de doubler rapide- 
ment le prix du kilo en compen- 
sant cette hausse. Chaque 
citoyen jordanien se verrait al- 
ors verser 1.3 dinars par mois. 
Selon le gouvemement. cette 
mesure n'a en effek pour but 
que de frapper les 400.CXK) 
Strangers travaillant dans le 
pays et les touristes, dont on es- 
time le nombre a 1 2 million de 
personnes. 

Un comicd ad-hoc de cinq 
parlementaires a fit£ forme lun¬ 
di par le parlement jordanien 
pour examiner les mesures 
d'accompagnement de cene 
augmentation. Au cours de la 
session parlementaire qui a ac¬ 
couche de ce comiid. une mo¬ 
tion de censure a 6t6 rejel6e, ce 
qui = a provoque le depart de 
rhdrnicyclc des deputes isla- 
miques et de gauche. 

Lore de la presentation de ce 
projet d'augmentation devant 
Ies deputes. Abdel Karim Kaba- 
riti a insiste sur le fait qu’*a« 
lieu d'offiir une aide gouveme- 
mentale a tout le monde, main • 
tenant nous la distribuons di- 
rectement d ceux qui en ont 
besom.* Cette decision ddcoule 
de la volonte gouvemementale 
de r&luire le deficit qui menace 
la Jordanie. Pour lui. le fait de 
sur-subventionner le bie en- 
tralne beaucoup de gaspiliage: 
le ble est utilise pour nourrir les 
animaux et certains revendent 
du grain illfgalement cn dehors 
des fronuferes ou le prix est plus 
eieve. Avec une consommation 
actuelle de 660.000 tonnes par 
an, le gouvemement souhaite 
ramener ce chiffre & 400.000 


tonnes. En subven- 
(ionnant une quantite 
plus reduite de pain, 
un aliment qui est k 
un prix derisoire en 
comparison avec les 
pays voisins. la Jor¬ 
danie esp^re ainsi 
faire des economies 
et surtout contenir 
son deficit budg£- 
taire. Une somme de 
38 millions de dinars 
etait prevue cette an- 
nee pour assurer le 
subventionnement de 
differents aliments. 

Or. selon le gou¬ 
vemement. cette 
somme atteindrait au 
rythme actuel 190 
millions fin 1996. Un 
depassement qui con- 
tribuerait k ecarter la 
Jordanie des entires 
economiques impo¬ 
ses par le Fonds mon- 
etaire international. 

Au cours de la ses¬ 
sion parlementaire de dimanche 
et lundi qui visait h definir le 
mecanisme d'application de 
cette augmentation, les deputes 
ont essayd de trailer le sujet 
sous tous ses angles, refusant 
d'unc maniere generate 
d'accabler le citoyen avec de 
nouvelles depenses. 

Le depute TaJal Obeidat a 
considerc que ia guerre ue pain 
etait perdu depuis I'arrivfe de la 
premier importation de bie. 



Dicidee par le gouvemement, Vaugmentation du prix du pain est 
aujourd'hui un sujet a polemique en Jordanie. Photo Fouad Jbour 


unions qui ont eu lieu en 1989 
suite a une augmentation du 
prix de ['essence. Le roi Husse¬ 
in. au cours d'une rencontre 
avec la presse sur ce sujet. a lui 
insiste sur (e fait que cette me¬ 
sure revetait un caractere 
d'intfiret national et que de tels 
troubles n'avaient pas lieu de se 
reproduce. 

La proposition qui est reve¬ 
nue le plus souvent au cours de 
la session parlementaire. et qui 
__ _ semblait la plus raisonnable. est 

VNous sommes devenus.une so, .....d^ttpbuer I'aide gouvememen- 


cieti de consommalcurs, de 
consommateurs non produc- 
teurs. Alors pourquoi ne pus 
soutenir la consommation sans 
accabler des citoyens non for¬ 
tunes?*. Comme beaucoup 
d'autres deputes, il estime que 
cette mesure punit le peuple 
pour une faute qu'il n'a pas 
commise. Pourquoi pluidi ne 
pas conirdler les dipenscs lux- 
ueuses du gouvemement enga- 
gees pour des festivals, des 
conferences, des voyages a rep¬ 
etition el des invitations?* 

De nouvelles hausses 
en prevision 

II est certain qu’une brusque 
augmentation pourrait menacer 
la stability sociale du pays. Ra- 
teb Saoud. depute de Tafiieh a 
rap pele les digits des manifes- 


tale en fonction du niveau de 
vie des personnes. L'augmen- 
tation doit etre graduelie a fin de 
laisser les citoyens des couches 
pauvres ou moyennes s'adapter 
au changement. 

Pour ceux qui contre une 
telle mesure. * le citoyen qui a 
faint ne gardens pas des prin- 
cipes nobles. Pourquoi main- 
tenant, aprds la signature des 
accords de / taix, la hausse du 
chomage et du deficit, laisser 
les citoyens payer pour Vechec 
de gouvemement ?» 

Dans le meme temps, le gou¬ 
vemement a annonce' 
('augmentation du prix des ce- 
rlales ct du soja destines h 
nourrir le bctail. 

Une decision qui va Ih en¬ 
core se reperculer sur le porte- 
mennaie des consommateurs. 


L'Unicn des eleveurs prives a 
aussi t6t diride d'augmenter le 
prix de lait de 230 fils le litre h 
300 fils. 

Fayz AI Odwan, vice- 
president de cette union, estime 
que les coiits de production 
sont tres lleves et que les pay- 
sans ne peuvent pas les support¬ 
er seuls. 

Pour Abdei lllah 41 Hamawi 
. directeur de syndical de bou- 
langeries. cette suite d'augmen- 
tations se justifie. II considere 
cette politique comme allant 
dans le bon sens, celui de Br'li- 
b^ralisalion du secteur public. 
Le roi Hussein a en effet insistl 
aussi sur le role du secteur pri- 
vl qui doit alleger les respon- 
sabilites du secteur pubiique. 
«A fous allons subir quelques 
problemes au debut car nous 
somnus habitues a des prix tri's 
bon marchc. L'important est de 
rcussir it s'adapter avec la nou- 
vclle situation el a conirdler la 
consommation dc pain.» 

Pour lui, »cette decision aura 
alors pcui-etre des consequenc¬ 
es inattendues. En Egypte ils 
oiu commence a faire la pate 
de pain d base de mais. Ils me- 
lungent 20% de /noils avec le 
ble. * Une idle que la Jordanie 
peut se mettre h Itudier.B 

Oroub el Abed 


Bilan 


Les fausses notes du festival de Jerash 

A I'heure ou les organisateurs du festival de Jerash se felicitent de la reussite 

de sa quinzieme edition, certains s'interrogent sur les consequences qii a cet 

evenement sur le sire historique et sur les fagons d 'cimeliorer son organisation. 

Le quinzieme festi¬ 
val de Jlrash s'est achevl same- 


di par un concert uiomphal de 
la chanleuse libanaise Najwa 
Karam. De I'avis glnlral, le cm 
de cene annle a ete excellent: 
Sabah Fakhri et Roubhi Rabah 
ont Itl tr&s apprlcies du public. 
Majdah Roumi faisant cite 
pleurer les foulcs avec ses chan¬ 
son commlmorant le massacre 
de Cana. 

*Le festival a ete un sitcces 
du point de vue cutiurel et litte- 
raire• rlsume Shame] Janbek. 
directeur administrate' du festi¬ 
val. il la aussi etc en terme 
d'affluence: entre 25 et 30.000 
personnes sont venues & Jlrash 
pendant les week-ends. 

Cette satisfaction affichee 
tranche avec I'avis de certaines 
personnes en coulisses qui 
s'interrogent sur les rlpercus- 
sions de ce Festival sur le site 
de Jlrash. Pour Shamel Janbek, 
il n'y a aucun probifeme slrieux 
du point de vie de la coordina¬ 
tion entre le departement des 
Anliquills et ia direction du 
festival. Le fait que le directeur 
du festival soil aussi le rcspons- 
able du site permet d'etre a la 
fois sensible aux probtemes du 
festival et i la preservation du 
site. * Les installations provi¬ 
soes telles que les buvettes 
s’intigrent parfaiienient dans le 
cadre » explique Shaincl Jan- 
beck. Lc nettoyage est ensuite 
efteclue efficacement et le fes¬ 
tival nc cause aucun degai mat¬ 
eriel. «(Juinze jours apres au 
maximum apres la fin du festi¬ 
val, on ne roil plus aucune 
trace.* 

Cette vision des choses n’est 
pas partagle par tout le monde. 
Jacques Seigne, directeur de 
i'lnstitut fran^ais d'archloiogie 


du Proche-Orient. travaille de¬ 
puis 14 ans pour la preservation 
et la restauration du site dc Jl¬ 
rash. Pour lui. il existe pas mal 
d’inconvlnients. «Je ne suis pas 
oppose au festival. Au contra- 
ire. L'idec est bonne. Voir des 
milliers de gens s'amuser sur 
les g radios du theatre peut don- 
ner une idee de ce qu’clait une 
representation antique.* Mais 
pour lui. beaucoup de 
problfemes d'organisations se 
posent. Il n’existe aucunc con¬ 
ciliation rlelle entre les archlo- 
logues et fa direction du festi¬ 
val. *C'est une memo personne 
j la direction des Antiqiutes 
qui organise le festival ct sitr- 
veilte le site. Il se reirouve a la 
fois juge et panic. * 

Le reproche majeur formull 
par Jacques Seigne conceme 
l’a management du site: -il four 
adapter le festival au site et 
non le site au festival - die lore- 
t-ii. *11 fjul savoir bien it 
Vavance combien de spectacles 
auront lieu et quelle sera leur 
nature. Ce n’est pas la meme 
chose de monte r un opera que 
de faire venir un guitariste sans 
accompagnement.- II faut pens- 
er ires tot aux infrastructures 
necessaires. Or. tout ceci se fait 
bien souvent de facon un peu 
improvisle. 

D'autres problimes sc posent 
ensuite. tels que celui du ramas- 
sage des ordures. •// est inad¬ 
missible que ce soil le sen’ice 
des Antiquitcs et la municipali- 
te de Jerash qui soient obliges 
d'asstuner les ferns de nettoy¬ 
age alors qu'ils ne touchent pas 
un centime du festival- pcstc 
Jacques Seigne. 

La pose de nombreux cables 
Uectriques est une oplration 
qui nicessite aussi une collabo¬ 
ration entre archlologues et 


-/ir*--. m : -o— - ■ 



Apres chaque festival, Jerash tente de retrouver son 


visage inttiial. 

tcchnicicns pour savoir oils et 
comment les faire passer. Mais 
la encore, lc courani ne passe 
pas. D'olI un rlsultat coiiteux et 
disgracieux: les boitiers dc 
commande et les cables sont 
places pres des points dc pas¬ 
sage du public et souvent en 
depit du bon sens. *// stiffirait 
de nous indiquer ou Von vein 
installer les eclairagcs ct nous 
sommes prers a creuser des 
tranc bees pour enfouir les 

edbles." explique Jacques 

Seigne. •Malheitreuseinent. de¬ 
puis 14 ans que jc travaille stir 
ce site, personne n’est jamais 
venu me demander conseil pour 
(‘installation du festival-. 

Certaines structures utihsles 
pendant lc festival ne sont elles 
pas dcmontles par la suite. On 
peut voir a toute Ipoquc dc 
l'annle des structures mltal* 
liques sonant des inure comme 
dc gigamesques araignles qui 
abruenr des cafeflrias pendant 
le festival. * Certaines sont la 
depuis huit ans- assure Jacques 


Seigne. -Il faut que le festival 
laisse le tnoitts de traces possi¬ 
bles. Il faut aussi penser que 
pendunt la Jttree Ju festival, il 
y a Jcs touristes qui viennent 
voir les ruines de Jdrnslu Et 
cettx-la nc peuvent pas prendre 
unc photo sans qu'un camion 
ou un cable ne passe par la. * 

Si 1’affluence du public tl- 
moigne du succls de cet Ivlne- 
menu die ne va pas sans poser 
problems. "Lc theatre sud est 
congu pour accueillir entre 
2.000 et 2.500 personnes mais 
il n’est pas rare qu’il en con - 
lienne jtisqu'it 6.000 d 
Voccasion des grands con¬ 
certs.* Dans ses conditions, il 
est presque etonnam que les 
dlgais soienu tout comptc fait, 
asscz minimes ct que les acci¬ 
dents restent ranis. 11 ne reste 
qu'il esplrer que le festival con¬ 
tinue a avoir autant de chance 
dans J’avenir.B 

Mona Quaddouml 


A l’occasion de sa premiere visite en Jordanie depuis 
son election, Benjamin Netanyahou a souligne lundi 
Vimportance du role que la Jordanie peutjouer dans 
la signature de la paix entre Israel et la Syrie. 


Depuis le sommer ara¬ 
be du Caire en juin dernier et la 
rlconciliation jordano-syrienne 
aprfes plus de deux armies de 
brouille. le royaume hachlmite 
se retrouve au centre de la mi¬ 
di ation israllo-syrienne. Le roi 
Hussein, qui Itait k Damas sa- 
medi dernier pour etudier avec 
Hafez-el-Assad les moyens de 
relancer le processus de paix. 
avail renconcrl secrltement ia 
veiile Benjamin Netanyahou. 
Le Premier ministre israelien 
s'est en effet di settlement ren¬ 
du k Londres pour aborder 
avec Je roi Hussein, en conva¬ 
lescence en Angleterre, ]'option 
«Liban d'abord^ qui consiste k 
discuter des conditions d'un re¬ 
trait israilien du Liban sud 
avant d'aborder le retrait du 
plateau syrien du Golan, occu- 
pl par Israel depuis 1967. 

Benjamin Netanyahou a in- 
dique lundi aprls sa rencontre 
avec le souverain hachlmite 
que le rot lui avail fa it part d'un 
* veritable desir de Damas de 
se remettre a la recherche de 
la paix*. 41 s'est de son c6tl 
declare pret a engager *des dis¬ 
cussions globules de pair mvc 
la Syrie sur tous les sujets. 
dans un avenir inane dial*. 
Ajoutant ensuite: *nous vou- 
lons avancer vers la paix, nous 
voulons la paix el non un pro¬ 
cessus de paix.» 

Les nlgociations isralio- 
syriennes constituaient en fait 
le coeur des discussions entre 
le roi Hussein et Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahou. Le Premier ministre 
israilien n'a pas beaucoup evo- 
qul au cours de la conflrence 
de presse donnle k Amman la 
cooplration israllo-jordanien- 
ne. si ce n'est dans le domaine 
de la 5lcuritl. Le roi a lui tenu 
k aborder la question de Jerusa¬ 
lem, soulignant le caractlre in¬ 
divisible de cette ville. *11 ne 
nous est jamais venu a I'idee, 
depuis 1967. que la ville de Je¬ 
rusalem. dans un conte.xie de 
paix sera divisee <*, a-t-il die la¬ 
ri. De son coll. M.Netanyahou 
a affirml que *Jerusalem ne 
sera pas divise*, relevant «le 
role tres particulier de la Jor¬ 
danie concemant les lieux 
saints musulmans dc Jerusa¬ 
lem, reconnu par Israel dans la 
declaration de Washington* du 



Pour Benjamin Netanyahou, le roi Hussein peutjouer tin 
important role de mediateur entre Israel et la Syrie. 

Ionisation. 

Se declarant -tres preoccu- 
pe* pour le processus de paix k 


25 julllet 1994. 

Avec cette visite. sa troi- 
sifeme k I'ltranger depuis son 
election fin mai, M. Nclanya- 
hou avait bien stir aussi pour 
objectif de rappeler Ies bonnes 
relations que son pays entre- 
tient avec la Jordanie et son roi 
qu'il a qualifil de «grand 
champion de la paix*. Juste 
aprls son llection, le roi Husse¬ 
in Itait apparu comme le seal 
dirigeant arabe k accorder un 
prljuge favorable au nouveau 
Premier ministre israilien. dle- 
larant alors qu'il fallail lui don- 
ner sa chance et qu'il n'y avait 
pas de raison d'etre sceptique h 
son egard. 

La Jordanie n’a depuis prati- 


ia suite d'une rencontre inopi- 
nle k Tel-Aviv avec Benjamin 
Netanyahou k la mi-juillet, le 
premier ministre jordanien Ab¬ 
del Karim Kabariti s'ltait en¬ 
suite fliicite de 1'assurance 
donnle par la chef du gou¬ 
vemement israelien sur le re¬ 
spect des engagements pris par 
Israll dans le cadre des accords 
conclus avec la Jordanie. les 
Palestiniens et I'Egypte. 

Ceue visite de M.Neia- 
nyahou etait done trls impor* 
tante aux yeux des Jordaniens 
et des Israeliens. s'inscrivant 


logiquement dans le processus 

_ ^ ___ ,-,de normalisation., n ,. rt .- H , . 

t'ique induigente.' contrairemehtf - •• ^-N?pnyahou a d'ailieure t^nu 
k de nombreux pays arabes qui a ne pas se contemer d'une vt 


ont clairement condamnl les 
declarations de Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahou martelant ses fameux 
Htrois non et un oui»: non k un 
Etat palestinien. au portage de 
Jlrusalem. et a la restitution du 
Golan; oui a la relance de la co¬ 


site stiictement diplomatique, 
se rendant aprfes sa rencontre 
avec le roi et le Premier mini- 
stre jordanien pour quelques 
heures a Pltra. ■ 

Olivier Bras 


Le boudage s’assouplit 

Benjamin Netanyahou a annoncl lundi a Amman un nouvel et 
llger assouplissement du bouclage des territoires de Cisjordanie 
et Gaza en autorisant I'cntrle de 5.000 travailleurs palestiniens 
supplemental res en Israel. 

(I avait dlja annoncl lore de sa visite au Caire en juillet dernier 
un llger allegement du bouclage en autorisant 1'entrle de 10.000 
travailleurs palestiniens sur lc territoire israilien chaque jour. 

Le nouvel allfegement du bouclage pone k 35.000 le nombre to¬ 
tal de Palestiniens au tori sis k se rendre quoltdiennemenlen Israel 
pour travaillcrM 


Decouverte 

Les Suisses redecouvrent Petra 

Desertes par Ies Touristes israeliens, les hotels de Petra doivent 
trouver d'autres creneaux pour remplir leurs chambres. Vim 
deux a eu l 7 idee originate d’inviter la communaute suisse de 
Jordanie a Voccasion de la fete nationale suisse le ler aout. 

venes h Petra. Sous la direction 
du Pr. Rolf Stucky de 
VUnivereiil de Bale, une Iquipe 
d'archeologues s'inEl-resse a 
1 'habitat nabatlen (les temples 
sculptes dans la montagne Itai- 
ent des tomheauxj et fe la fajpfl 
dont les Nabatlens vivaient 
voilh plus de 2000 ans. 

Enfin. e'est un architecte 
suisse. encore tin balois. Ueli 
Bellwald, qui a invcntl un ml- 
lange a base de chaux et dc 

sable destine k ia conservation 

du Siq. I'll roil canyon qui mine 
vers lc kuzneh. a Pentrle du site 
de Pltra. Une ntesure qui 
s'imposait en raison du oombre 
croissant dc touristes.! 


«Moins de 25% de 

nos chambres sent occupies. 
Le mois d'aout e'est la saison 
creuse mais nous comptions sur 
un taux d’occupation d'au 
mains 40%» explique Robert 
Fierz. directeur de I'hotel 
Mdvenpick fe Pltra, un cinq 
etoiles inaugurl au dlbul dc 
l'annle. -Nous comptions sur 
les touristes israeliens: cette 
annie, ils sont encore plus 
nombreux que Van dernier. 
Mais la plupart d'entre eux ne 
passenl qu'une seule jounWe u 
Petra et rentrent chez eux le 
soir. * 

Comme tous les hdtcls qui 
sont apparus aprfes la signature 
du traitl de paix israllo- 
jordanien. I'hdtcl Movenpick 
doit aujourd'hui rlorienter sa 
strategic et trouver des moyens 
originaux pour gardcr sa 
ciienifele au moins deux nuits. 
relies que des promenades a 
chevai sur les h auteu rs de Pltra. 
des circuits en VT1 

Avec une demifere idle origi¬ 
nate pour tenter de Faire con- 
naiire les charmes dc cct Ita- 
blissemem: I'invitation (ancle 
en collaboration avec 
I'Ambassade de Suisse de tous 
les membres de cette commu- 

nautl k I'occasion de la ffete na- 
tionalc le lcraofli. 

Un f£tc des plus rlussies; 
buffet suisse. musique folklo- 
rique.... L’espacc d'unc nuit. la 
cinquantaine de Suisses prl- 
scnis, soil la quasi-tcuainl de la 
communautl helvltique en Jor¬ 
danie, a goGtl au piaisir de se 
retiouver au pays avec la magie 
de Pltra en prime. 

Lea Balois de Pltra 

Les liens des Suisses avec Pltra 
datent du sifecle demier deja 


puisque cost lexplorateur 
Mlois Ludwig Burckhardt qui 
a redlcouven ce site en 1812. 
II en connaissait ('existence 
grace k la lecture d'lcriis an- 
ciens. Mais depute les Croi- 
sadcs au XIHcmc sifecle. aucun 
Europlcn netait plus entre dans 
I'ancien royaume nabatlen dont 
on parlait comme d'une 11- 
gende. 

Grace a sa parfaitc connais- 
sancc dc la langue arabe et des 
coutumes bldouincs, Ludwig 
Burckhardt. devenu Chcikh Ib¬ 
rahim apres sa conversion h 
rislam. a pu s'approcher du site 
et !e faire redlcouvrir au 
monde. 

Plus d'un sieclc apres. les 
Suisses font d'autres dccou- 


Ctaudine Assad 


«Un mausolee s’ojfre au regard» 

Dans son carnet de voyage, lc scientiuque suisse Ludwig 
Burckhardt dlcrii sa progression dans le Sifc cn compagnie d'un 
guide et son arri vie sur le kazneh: 

22 aolt 1812. *...Les parois mcheuses, des deux cotes du tor¬ 
rent, sont hautes d’enviran vingt-cinq metres. En plusieurs en- 
droits, Vcspace qui les separe est plus clroit .cn fail qu’au niveau 
du sol, el il est alors impossible de voir lc cicl depuis lefond du 
difilc.f...) Apres avoir rhemine pendant vingt-cinq minutes entre 
les rochers. nous arrnames a un endroil ait le passage s’elargil 
et oil le lit d un autre cours d’eau, venant du Sud. re joint le Syk- 
Sur leflanc d tin a-pic. faisant direclement face au debouch& d* 
la vallee principale. un mau solee s'offre au regard. Sa situation 
et sa beautd ont ere calculees pour produire une extraordinaire 
impression sur le voyageur. qui aura emprunte pendant u**. 
oemi-heuTc le passage si sombre, el presque souterrain, quej'd* 
deem. 

Cest lun des plus elegants vestiges de VAntiquili existent* 1 
iyne. Son etat de preservation ressembte a celui d'un idifi&l 
que l on viendrait d'achever. et en Vexaminant de plus prlS- J ai 
constate que sa construction a du exiger un labeur considertt- 
"»■!...) Us indigenes appellent ce monument le Kaszr Faraoun 
‘ je +chdteau du Phamon+ et pretcndenl qu’il s’agissait de 1* 
residence d'un prince. Cetait piutot. a mon sens, la seputad*. 
d un prince, et grande doit avoir ete Vopulence d'une ville tpf 1 
pouvait dedier de lets monuments a la me moire de ses gouvfe' 
nants*. Extrait de *Pdtra retrouvee* aux Iditions Pygmalion® 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre. 661026/7 

American Centre Library.820101 

British Council„. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute... 641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610838 

Turkish Cultural Centre..639777 

Haya Arts Centre .— 663195 

Y.W.C.A-.64)793 

Y.W.MA---.664251 

Dural nl Funun. 643252 

Alia An Gallery-639303 

Baladna An Gallery. 657132 

Nabil A1 Madiini Thc.rre.675571 

Nabil Sc. Hisham's Theatre ......625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.. #99238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Dubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Dub.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.843555 

R.S.C.N. .. 837931/837937 



Government Depts - 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Desist on the Electronic Sign Boards on the 
of SAFEWAY Bldg.. €SHNANA Center - Jabal Alhusoicr, b DOWNTOWN call 580367 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality'.636111 

Agriculture.686151 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs.666141 

Culture / Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance..636321 

Foreign Affairs.644361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry.663111 

Justice.663101 


Labour.698186 

Municipalities & Environment — 641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public HealLh .665131 

Public Works & Housing .668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies.602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water & Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini. 664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian .-. 818151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French .. 641273/4 


Cerman. 

... 689351 

Greek—..... 

Hungarian... 

671331/2 
,...815614 
69885 T 

Wtian ... 

... 637262 


.... 828911 

Siji... 

... 639331 
638185 


672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 

675135/8 


693101/3 

Lebanese . 643381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands. 619699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

Norwegian Embassy. 

644932/4 
.... 686155 


.... 622787 

Palestine. 

People's Rep. of China... 
Philippines.-. 

... 677517 
.... 666139 
. 645161 


Polish. 637153 

Qatari ..682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanld. Consulate.645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish. 614166/9 

Sudanese.. 644251/2 

Swedish.. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian ..-. 641076 

Taiwan. (>71530 

Tunisian.-. 674307/8 

■niridsh ... 641251. 

UAVE. .:.J 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen —.-.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia.625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 1 

American Airlines.669068 < 

Arab Wings.894484 , 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 i 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirLines .630879 

KLM. 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/63W33 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PJA . 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qanias.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish Airlines.659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info-.(08) 53200 


important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/621III 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/1^8/19^ 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents. 897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli, Abdali.664164/b 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Al-Mu;ishcr Hospital.6t>7227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Marka.89Jt>lJ/J5 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-Al-Muhajrccn.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 1 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 i 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 , 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 602240/5U 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic. Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital.845845 

General 

Amman Municipality. 843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hold complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 




Aw*.Hofei. I 


Al-Cazar . 314131 

Aqaba.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquaraarina I.316250 

Coral Beach.3I352I 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza Cor Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


7c Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
6*2-<80 


businessman CHIDE 


I HH Coj^zfort 
Hotel Suites 
JS Luxury Tel 
it. Comfort i f 

i 

(| Service! X 
Jf. Location j -- 

In the @®of I S 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


• „ 0 t ' 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

'T'iU’T 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 

- 




Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroil Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 




Cafe Restaurant 


Different 


.label AnTvJ: 22^ 


TJSEBSS: 

Your first choice in Aqaba 

£ r^\ a 75 /'-if 77 T X jr /— 1 

*. ijCrrL lt £ __ ^ 1 • 

For reservations call (03 ) 316636 ■ 

Fax (03) 318246 | 


AtRFREIGT ? 
SEA FREIGHT? 
PACKING ? 
TRAVELLING ? 


PU^a 


" Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid's meal" 

” Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



Many Villas & Apartemems 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rem & Sale 

for more information please 
call 


Tel. SI0605-810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhiaseh Center 


p ^HOSPlTAUTYn t 

> 




True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secreLs of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 



T e 1:666 7 05 




Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O finely \kin treatment 
O Make-up 

0 European manicures & 
pa die tires 



C-- ' .-I r-JA. -C ^ ^ 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


a™ 

lv* er-' 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


L '--A'. 



% 
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Safeway-Tel: 68531 1 


The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

l DINE- IN.TAKE AWAY & DQJVM 
Mmn >1. Jah'r Trade Center 

, , '*>*? v :3 

i ii: i’Jji. i 



■ vui agi , 


U2S CEHTRE FOB BB2CS SERVICES 

•Professional Drycleaning 
•Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
•Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 




THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at ; _ i } * 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique i? i X / o 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone: 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 


j^m***@- ™ 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 0 RentaCar CARRIAGE carriage 


fc%. WasfiAI-TalSt 

Tel: 695180 

v'-mm? Fax: 682525 


\ we offer:- 

\ «f- Computerized Engine Check Electro Mechanical car check 

f j. Automatic & Manual car wash sendees ♦ wheel balance maintanance 
'J 4r Oil Change 

Wasfi AI-Tal SL Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 






& & 


Not all “ cafe's “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


/S0&, 

—/*!•* — -l" 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


' vsth.- • 

t ,3 M 


At- Shmeiscmi, Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 


Edited bv Zeid Nasser 


• Wc a ndvo Hr* rc ade ts*f 


The Jordan Compiler Society prepares for METS ‘96: 

‘The World of Internet’ 
at METS ‘96 


Marketing on the Internet, part one: 

May I have your 
attention, please! 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special 10 The Star 

THE INTERNET contains abun¬ 
dant resources of all types like 
news, company profiles, file 
archives, services and advertise¬ 
ments. This fact is the main rea¬ 
son for the increasing popularity 
of the Internet: its users 
not only utilize it as a r-^— 

communications tool. * ,M * 

but also as a conven- . ^ < 

ient way for research 
and entertainment ‘"■"f* S 

Accordingly. the 
increasing number of ^ 

Internet users has trig- ' J7fc. 

gered the interest in 
advertising on the 
Internet and. specifi¬ 
cally. on its graphic . 

side: the World Wide / 

Web. Cl 

Companies of all M 

sorts are establishing oww 

their Web sites to relay 

information to people - 

and pool responses, 
through electronic web forms 
and email messages. However, 
the Hip side for this new popular¬ 
ity soon became evident; the 
Internet simply became over¬ 
whelming. with a lot of diverse 
and heterogeneous content that 
cried for attention. 

Attention, therefore, became 
the seance resource of the Inter¬ 
net and the challenge was placed 
to come up with ideas that will 
attract attention to companies' 
advertisements and profiles. 

Ideas were soon to follow. A 
common approach is to create a 
web site with useful information 
and services that will attract peo¬ 
ple to browse its content and. in 
the process, view advertisemeqts 
of different companies. 


A very familiar example 
would be the advertisements 1 
spaces sold by the search ser¬ 
vices of the Internet which are 
web sites such as Yahoo. Alta 
Vista. Lycos and Excite. These 
all index information on the 
Internet and provide easy search 
facilities for the different indexed 



topics. Yahoo, for instance, get 
more than I million hits per day 
fin Internet jargon a visit is called 
a hit). Theoretically, then, any 
advertisement placed on it would 
be viewed daily by 1 million 
users of the Internet. 

Why theoretically? Because 


many 

of 

those 

hits 

will 

have 

originated 

from 

users 

who 

have 

turned 

off 

their 

option 

to see images 
on the-web 

sites. 

which 

is a 

tech- 

nique used to 



make surfing the Internet faster. 
Also, because a lot of these hits 
could be duplicated by the same 
person performing several search 
requests. 

Of course, popular web sites, 
always lucrative for advertisers, 
need not be sites that only pro¬ 
vide useful services for their visi¬ 
tors, such as a search 

. engine or a news ser- 

- vice. For these popular 

vi> n sires could provide abso- 
£ r .;Ji lutely no value, but still 
-i'f * pool in an enormous 
zsxl. amount of hits per day 
—that would have adver¬ 
tisers fighting over its 
— J advertisements space. A 
prominent example 
would be a particular 
web site with porno¬ 
graphic content that gets 
some 1.4 million hits per 
day. and whose visitors 
to». surely have enabled the 
option of viewing pic¬ 
tures. which guarantees 
the viewing of the 
advertisement! 

On the local scene, similar 
efforts are being performed by 
local web developers to design 
popular web sites, that provide 
useful services so as to eventu¬ 
ally become attractive for adver¬ 
tisers. These efforts are layered 
at Arab users 
and people 
interested in 
the Arab 
World on the 
Internet. 

The Ara¬ 
bia On Line 
web page 
(http-// 
www.arabiax 
om). that is 
attracting 


THE DATA communications 
sector in Jordan is currently wit¬ 
nessing enormous growth, fol¬ 
lowing the introduction of Inter¬ 
net On-Line services as of 
March this year, 
and due to 
increased aware- 
ness among the 
Jordanian public 
regarding data 
communication 
services, including 

Bulletin Board _ 

Services (BBS) 
and electronic mail. 

As part of the Jordan Com¬ 
puter Society (JCS) commitment 
to present the latest technological 
developments in the Jordanian 
and regional markets, the annual 
Mi ddle East Technology Show 
(METS) ‘96. organized by the 
JCS. will focus on the theme of 
Internet and data 

communications. 

Held under the slogan “The 
World of the Internet’. METS 
’96 will be a meeting point for 
ail the parties involved in the 
Internet revolution, whether 
companies or individuals. 

The Middle East Technology 
Show (METS) is the largest 
computer and information tech¬ 
nology exhibition in Jordan, with 
over 40 participating companies, 
representing leading interna¬ 
tional brands available in the Jor¬ 
danian market The show is vis- 

more than 75 (XX) hits per day, is 
designed and maintained by Ara¬ 
bian Media Concepts (AMC). 
This impressive service is com¬ 
pletely set-up and maintained in 
Jordan. Another Arab web site, 
also aiming at pooling more hits 
per day. is Arab Net (http:// 
www.arab.net) which is repre¬ 
sented in Jordan by Cyber Net 
and is getting some 100 000 hits 
per day. Other web developers in 
Jordan like Business Optimiza¬ 
tion Consultants tB.O.C.) and i 
Access M.E.. are also in the 
same race for more hits. 

Buying advertisement space 
on popular web sires on the Inter¬ 
net is— particularly in America- 
quickly gaining ground. Yet. as 
content increases, the Internet 
will become even more over¬ 
whelming and attention will 
become scarcer. 

The marketing gurus, there¬ 
fore, will surly be busy devising 
new schemes to attract that much 
needed attention. That age old 
polite phrase serving as this arti¬ 
cle's title may not be that effec¬ 
tive any longer! 

email address: 
ah bassi @ uetsxom-jo 


ited by over 20.000 computer 
and information technology pro¬ 
fessionals and enthusiasts. 

This year, METS *96 will be 
?ven bigger than the year before. 

_ offering 

4752 

i JIPTA , 

\ /I l meters of 

l /| m V exhibition 

VlL 0 ff“ 11 

expected 

_ that there 

will be an 

increase in the number of prod¬ 
ucts on show and the variety of 
these products, as the companies 
involved in data communica¬ 
tions services and internet will 
participate in the show. 

The objective behind METS 
*96 is to educate the Jordanian 
and Arab users regarding the 
importance of the Internet and 
data communications, working 
towards attaining the goal of 
Internet availability in every pri¬ 
vate and public organization in 
Jordan: especially in key sectors 
such as education and industry. 
The idea is that all users, in dif¬ 
ferent fields, should benefit from 
the Internet and data communi¬ 
cations revolution. At METS 
‘96. there will be live internet 
on-line demonstrations, direct 
bom the show hall, displaying 
the Internet in action to visitors. 

In addition, the Jordan Com¬ 


puter Society (JCS) aims to high¬ 
light the role that ‘Intranet' net¬ 
works will play. This is a new 
concept in networking that uti¬ 
lizes Internet tools and software 
for communication purposes 
within organizations and on the 
local level. The Jordanian market 
has reached advanced levels of 
providing comprehensive ser- 
vic es in th is specialized field. 

METS *96 will be accompa¬ 
nied by a Seminar Schedule fea¬ 
turing'specialist speakers on a 
number of topics. Last year, the 
exhibition featured guest speak¬ 
ers from Middle Eastern and 
international companies like 
Microsoft Middle East. Sun 
Microsystems. 3 Com, Novell, 
Fore Systems and others. This 
year, the seminar schedule prom¬ 
ises toaiso be exciting. 

METS ‘96 will represent a 
unique promotion opportunity 
for companies interested in 
developing their position in the 
Jordanian computing and infor¬ 
mation technology market, as the 
exhibition provides the ideal 
means of reaching a wide spec¬ 
trum of information technology 
customers in Jordan. 

For more information on the 
Middle East Technology Show 
‘96, kindly contact the Jordan 
Computer Society at; 

Telephone number 683549 
Email: JCS@NETS.COMJO 


News update 


Intel Pentium 200MHz 
postponed 

• Intel has introduced its blazing 
fast processor, the Pentium 
200MHz. but it will not be readily 
available from most PC suppliers 
for a while, as the company has 
recently announced that it will be 
in limited supply. 

As the Pentium 166MHz is fast 
taking over as the entry-level PC 
moving up from the Pentium 
133MHz. it looks like Intel is pro¬ 
longing the life of both processors 
by postponing the 200MHz edi¬ 
tion until early next year. 

Some leading PC manufactur¬ 
ers. who have special arrange¬ 
ments with Intel, will be introduc¬ 
ing 200MHz systems soon. 

JDS gets Nasbuatecb 

• Jordan Data Systems (JDS) 
recently acquired the dealership 
for Nashuatec in Jordan and has 


begun to offer the companies' 
products that include photocopy¬ 
ing equipment and accessories. 
Jordan Data Systems adds 
Nashuatec to its existing brands 
including Compaq, Emerson and 
others. 

Internet Arabization is here 

• The introduction of new appli¬ 
cations that allow users to manip¬ 
ulate Arabic text on the Internet 
will herald in a new era for And) 
users on the NET. 

Companies like Alis Technolo¬ 
gies have started to offer solu¬ 
tions to the problems facing Arab 
Internet surfers. 

Among these problems was 
enabling HTML (Hyper Text 
Markup Language) to support 
Arabic text, unifying the code 
pages used bv the different oper¬ 
ating systems to recognize the 
Arabic alphabet, in addition to 
Arabizing Web Browsers. 


Women took the starring role for 
most of ‘96 Atlanta Olympic games 


By Chris Dufresne 

LA Times-Washingthon Post 
News Service 

ATLANTA—It would be easy 
to sit here and chronicle all that 
went wrong with these Olym¬ 
pic Games. 

You know, it wasn't the 
heat, it was the stupidity. 

That is not the intention. 
Yes. there was some trouble 
getting to venues, if you con¬ 
sider trouble a bus driver ask¬ 
ing a writer from Kazakhstan 
for directions. Yes, the 
organizing com- 

mittee came to_^ 

be known as A- £ ?*"*'• 

CLOG. A & 

Yes. Harry \ ^6 
Houdini would ^ 
have had trouble \ 
escaping one of these \ / 

flesh-packed MARTA 
trains. Yet. from out on the 
Olympic fields, pools, landing 
pits, arenas, finish lines and 
pingpong tables of dreams, 
there came some terrific results, 
some of which are just now 
becoming available on Info ‘96. 
the IBM computer system that 
provided timely monthly 
updates. 

The Games offered 16 days 
of glory, and one morning of 
horror. More than Michael 
Johnson and Carl Lewis and 


Karch Kiraly. though, these 
were the Olympics of the 
Woman. The US women won 
team gold medals in gymnas¬ 
tics. soccer, softball, basket¬ 
ball, while the US men, well, 
they didn’t do so hot. 

Amanda Beard clutched a 
Teddy Bear and Kerri Strug 
clutched her ankle, then a pen 
to sign with agent Leigh Stein¬ 
berg. Michelle Smith flexed, 
Mia Hamm was a 
marked woman, 

_ J \ and Lisa Feman- 

\ dez grunted. 

Jr [he 
V \ 2000 Olym- 
V/cr- pto j n Syd- 
ney will be 
known as the 
Helen Reddy Games. 
But let 1 5 not get ahead 
of ourselves. 

For all the griping, grousing 
and groping that went on here, 
some of it actually outside the 
media center, it would be 
tough to disagree that these 
were, in fact, the finest Olym¬ 
pics since Lillehammer. 

“I think this is the best,” 
freestyle wrestling bronze- 
medalist Bruce Baumgartner 
said. ‘‘Except for the tragedy 
in Centennial Park. I think 
these are going to be one of 
the great Games of all time. 1 



Noureddine Morceli of Algeria waving to audience as he 
won the men's 1500m final at Olympic Stadium, Sunday 


know it’s getting a lot of 
static by the media. But. 
for us. the food was 
good, the housing, it 
was small but nice, and 
the people were fantas¬ 
tic. I just think it’s been 
a great Olympics.” 

Greatest Moments 

■ Michael Johnson’s 
double in the 400 and 
200 meters. He came, he 
saw. he beat the pants 
off everybody. Those 
who were there won't 
forget Johnson streaking 
down the Olympic Sta¬ 
dium track in the 200 en 
route to his world- 
record time of 19.32. 

Track buffs say the 
time was as stunning as M , 
Bob Beamon's long 
jump at the 1968 Mex- 

ico Olympics. med 

Consider Italy’s Pie¬ 
tro Mennea’s world 
record in the 200 had stood for 
16 years before Johnson broke 
it with a time of 19.66 at the 
Olympic trials. 

■ Carl Lewis' ninth gold 
medal. Does this guy have a 
flair for the dramatic? He 
made the US team by one inch 
at the Olympic trials, qualified 
for the long jump finals on his 
last jump, then won the event 
with a leap of 27-10 3/4. 
Lewis joined discus thrower 
Al Oerter as the only Ameri¬ 
cans to win the same event in 
four Olympics. 

After Lewis' leap into his¬ 
tory, Oerter commented: “Carl 
is making it very difficult for 
me. Now, I have to come back 
in 2000. I’ll be 64 years old. 
I'm too old for this.” 

■ Kerri Strug's giant leap. Not 
since "Bambi" premiered have 
so many wepL Strug, a 
squeaky-voiced also-ran on 
Bela Karolyi's star-studded 
Team USA gymnastic squad, 
sprang to glory with a dra¬ 
matic last vault despite two 
tom ligaments in her left 
ankle. With the US trying to 
clinch its first team gymnast 
gold. America needed her. “I 
could feel it slipping away,” 
Strug said later. ”1 fell like 1 
had to do it.” 

OK, America didn't need 
her. Team USA had clinched 



Mohammad Ali, the boxing legend ’ surrounded by the USA bas¬ 
ketball *Dream Team \ upon receiving an honourary Olympic 
medal to replace the one he won at the I960 Rome Olympics 


the gold before Strug's vault, 
but you can be sure NBC’s 
John Tesh wasn’t working the 
calculator to figure out the 
math. 

Bottom line was Strug didn't 
know her vault didn't matter. 
The question that begged was 
whether she should have. 

■ Naim "Pocket Hercules" 
Suleymanoglu of Turkey wins 
third gold in weightlifting. To 
appreciate his feat, go to the 
kitchen and try lifting your 
refrigerator over your head. 
Suleymanoglu. who is 4 feet 11 
and 141 pounds, won an 
unprecedented third gold with a 
lift of 413 1/4 pounds. After the 
competition. NBC’s Bob 
“Pocket Vin Scully" Costas 
couldn't wait to interview him. 

■ Australia beats US women. 
2-1. in softball. Hardened base¬ 
ball scribes left Golden Park in 
Columbus calling it one of the 
best baseball games they'd ever 
see. The Aussies trailed 1-0. in 
the boLtom of the 10th when 
Joanne Brown hit a lwo-oui. 
two-run home run off Lisa Fer¬ 
nandez to hand the US only its 
second loss in international 
competition in a decade, Fer¬ 
nandez had retired 29 baiters in 
a row before giving up the 
homer on a pitch she called a 
“fauie.” 

It didn't help that the US 
would have won the game in 


regulation except that Dani 
Tyler forgot to touch borne 
plate after hitting a home ran in 
the fifth inning. 

■ Dan O'Brien wins the 
decathlon ... finally. Until this 
summer, O’Brien had been the 
most hyped Olympian never to 
have made an Olympic team. 
Four years after the "Dan and 
Dave” marketing campaign 
that went bust after O'Brien 
no-heighted in pole vault at the 
Olympic trials and failed to 
make the team. O'Brien could 
at last be introduced at parties 
as “World's Greatest Athlete." 

Actually, it wasn't O’Brien's 
best decathlon effort. He failed 
to break his world record and 
fell 23 points shy of Daley 
Thompson's Olympic mark 
but. oh. what a relief. 

■ Kurt Angle wins gold for 
Dave Schultz. No one shed 
more tears on a victory stand 
than Angle after he won the 
220-pound freestyle wrestling 
title in a controversial 1-1, 
judges' decision against Iran's 
Abbas Jadidi. 

Angle was the lone US wres¬ 
tler representing the Dave 
Schultz Wrestling Club, 
formed by Nancy Schultz after 
her husband was murdered in 
their suburban Philadelphia 
driveway last 26 Jan. Angle 
and Schultz had wrestled at 
Team Foxcatchcr, funded by 


multimillionaire John duPont, 
who has been charged with 
Schultz's murder. 

■ Michelle Smith wins three 
golds for Ireland. This was a 
tough to take for Americans 
who thought the US deserved 
to win every swimming medal. 
Because Smith's times had 
dropped dramatically in recent 
months, and her husband once 
tested positive for steroids, the 
witch-hunt was on. US swim¬ 
mer Janet Evans, former gold 
medalist in the 400 meters, was 
angered that Smith was 
allowed to enter the race 
because she missed the sign-up 
deadline. 

“There have been a lot of 
accusations,” Evans said deli¬ 
cately of Smith's improvement. 
“Of which I have not made 
any.” 

Smith tested clean and some¬ 
where. in a private moment, 
must have hoisted a pint in 
America's face. 

■ Dot Richardson does it 
again. The 34-year-old shon- 
stop/orthopedic surgeon for the 
US softball team knows how to 
steal a spotlight Before the 
Olympics, she had hit two 
home runs in 61 exhibition 
games. In nine Olympic games, 
she hit three, including a two- 
run blast in the gold medal 
game to beat the Chinese. 3-1. 
Richardson's home ran curled 
just inside the right-field foul 
pole, although the Chinese pro¬ 
tested vehemently. 

The next day. Richardson 
boarded a noon flight back to 
Los Angeles to resume her 
third year of residency at 
County USC Medical Center. 

■ Amy Van Dyken wins four 
golds. Her history-making vic¬ 
tory in (he 50-meter freestyle 
gave hope to all high school 
misfits who used to hide in 
locker rooms with towels over 
their heads. “This victory is for 
all the nerds,” she said. 

Van Dyken became the first 
American woman to win four 
gold medals at a single 
Olympics. 

■ The US women’s soccer 
team wins gold medal against 
China. NBC didn't discover 
this feel-good, ratings-whooper 
story until it was almost too 
(ate, prompting a US soccer 
official to scoff: “NBC still 
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IPR enforcement in Jordan (6): 

The law covers the ‘Net’ 

ITS INTERESTING how much of a central issue intellectual 
property rights (IPR) is becoming. 

This week, I attended a special seminar on the ‘Internet & 

IPR’, organized by the Jordan Computer Society. It was given by 
the Honourable Judge James Ware, who presented very valuable 
information and definitions regarding how the law views IPR 
issues, how to pin-point offenders and the challenges that the 
Internet—digital information in general— poses to IPR 
legislation. 

What is really interesting is that the legal structure which 
decides the existence of an offence and its degree, could be i 
rather alarming to people unaware of the daily infringements lj 
they may be undertaking. It is really simple. If something is reg- [( 
istered, you cannot reproduce it, distribute it or display it. Also, 
even if something is not registered to its owner, their can be pro¬ 
tection without registration. 

Infringement is the violation of exclusive ownership rights. 

There are three types of infringement. There is direct infringe¬ 
ment, which is the actual copying of IPR without authorization. 

Then there’s contributory infringement, which is the knowledge 
of copyright protection, yet aiding the distribution of the copied 
material: and, finally, there's vicarious infringement, which is not 
exercising the ability to control the act of infringement. 

To make things clearer, let's look at a general example from 
the world of Internet and data communications which will engulf 
all matters mentioned above. 

Let's assume that a user scanned in a short poem on his PC 
and this poem was copyrighted by its author. This user will have 
reproduced the poem, by taking it into the RAM of his computer, 
even though he changed its format into computer code. Now, if 
this person has not received authorization by the author to repro¬ 
duce the poem, then he has committed an IPR offense. 

Supposing this user posts, or uploads, this poem onto the Inter¬ 
net. through a bulletin board service, he will have committed 
another IPR offense which is distribution because, naturally, sev¬ 
eral other users will download it and receive copies. 

Now, what is the involvement of the bulletin board service in 
the offense and to what degree will this user be found guilty of 
infringement. 

Well, for starters, the user is guilty of direct infringement r 
whether he knows or not that the copied material is copyrighted 
by its owner. By uploading it onto the Internet, there's another . _ 
party involved which is the service provider. By law, if the Inter¬ 
net service provider has knowledge that the material that went 
through its service is copyrighted, it should remove it immedi¬ 
ately or seek to remove it if possible, while staling its opposition 
to the act of infringement. If that doesn't happen, the service pro¬ 
vider will have committed an offense for contributory' 
infringement * 

If the service provider has no control over the information ; 
passing through, it is not held liable. However, if it could control 
the information, and still didn't do anything about the user's 
infringement, it will be considered guilty of vicarious infringe¬ 
ment. Now, assuming the service provider is in the clear, the user 
will have to face the law alone. There is another angle however, 
which is other users , who download the material and use iL By es 
law. they should not re-produce it The moment it enters their 
computer's memory, they are offenders! In a way. it seems diffi- ’ ! 
cult to imagine that the law will pursue these users, unless they \j 
commercially utilize the copyrighted material. “ 

But, in the ideal situation, matters should not get to that stage , 
of mass-offense before the law intervenes. * 

People need to be educated before-hand, through awareness [ 
campaigns, so as to see to it that everyone is well aware of the 
legalities involved in using material on the Internet It requires 
cooperation among the Internet service providers (ISPs) and bul- _ 
letin board services, on the one hand, and the media and the 
authorities on the other. After all, one day soon,' copyright 
infringement of digital information will be a serious offense in 
Jordan.! 



The Mayor of Sydney, Australia, Frank Sartor, carrying 
the Olympic flag of his country, the host of the next sum¬ 
mer games in the year 2000, at the Atlanta Olympic clos¬ 
ing ceremony Sunday. 

doesn't get it." Via Dufresne brought home the 

■ Karch Kiraly, a.k.a. the gold for Spain. iA personal 

Spike King, wins third gold, favorite). 

Kiraly, who won two indoor 

gold medals, teamed with Kent c___ . .. „ 

Steffes to win the first gold in More From — 

beach volleyball. The match of ® Fernando Vargas. The 
the tournament was a semifinal Oxnard, Calif., fighter couldn't 
shootout between Karily- live up to the hype of being 

Steffes and rivals Singjn Smith dubbed the next Oscar De La 

and Carl Henkel. In what has Hoya. Vargas, a welterweight, 
been called the best beach vol- was beaten in the second round 
W*?' S?. mc ever Play«». by a Romanian. 

Kj^y/Steffes w0 " moven,m '- ■ Rebecca Twigg. The [wo- 

■ Amende Beard. She look !™. °' s ^ med ? li “ “ 

home two individue! silver c ^ c in ^ t * UIt team in a huff 
medals and a relay gold in 515 one Philadelphia 

swimming and doesn't tum 15 scr, ° e wondered, “Was that a 
until October. Huffy?” — after getting into an 

■ Nigeria beats Brazil in soc- argument with US cycling 

cer. This was an upset compar- Coach Chris Carmichael, 

able ro the US men's Dream Twigg wanted her personal 

Team losing in basketball. Bra- coach at Lhe Olympics. Canni- 
d\, defending World Cup chael said no. so Twigg took 
champions, figured to ran the her bike and went home to 
table with its cast of slots. Colorado 

Nigeria rallied from a 3-1 defi. m ^ v _ * 

cit in the 78th minute to win. 4- fhiah ■ - C .i*. 

3. in sudden death. The N^ri- ,n W * med J*; ^ 

ans went on to beat Argentina cha ?” of w,nnm 8 3 th,rd S° ld 
in the finals. “ medal in the heptathlon, though 

■ Alexander Popov beats Gary J °y ner * Ke rsee did manage to 
Hall Jr. in the 50-meter free- win to* bronze in the long 
style. The 100-yaid dash of j Uf PP- 

swimming, and just as exciting. ® The men's volleyball team. 
■I Yachting: the Spanish US Cycling, the men's 4X100 
women's 470. Skipper Theresa relay team, Gwen Torrence. 
Zabell and crewman Begona Janet Evans. Billy Payne. 
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